
Last week we looked at 4 Martyrs from Church history and lessons we can learn from it –

Slide 1 With permission, I want to show you this picture of a persecuted church in Pakistan. 


question– “if someone you knew was going to Israel and you knew you could never go – where the one place would you want them to go and share a message for you?”

Slide 2 Well we did go there and film a message….

Slide 3 That is where the journey for this message started. “The Call to Look Forward”

So turn in your Bibles if you have them to Genesis 19 

Slide 4 1. The one who looked back

Genesis 19:15–29 (CSB) 
15 At daybreak the angels urged Lot on: “Get up! Take your wife and your two daughters who are here, or you will be swept away in the punishment of the city.” 16 But he hesitated. Because of the Lord’s compassion for him, the men grabbed his hand, his wife’s hand, and the hands of his two daughters. They brought him out and left him outside the city. 17 As soon as the angels got them outside, one of them said, “Run for your lives! Don’t look back and don’t stop anywhere on the plain! Run to the mountains, or you will be swept away!” 18 But Lot said to them, “No, my lords—please. 19 Your servant has indeed found favor with you, and you have shown me great kindness by saving my life. But I can’t run to the mountains; the disaster will overtake me, and I will die. 20 Look, this town is close enough for me to flee to. It is a small place. Please let me run to it—it’s only a small place, isn’t it?—so that I can survive.” 21 And he said to him, “All right, I’ll grant your request about this matter too and will not demolish the town you mentioned. 22 Hurry up! Run to it, for I cannot do anything until you get there.” Therefore the name of the city is Zoar. 23 The sun had risen over the land when Lot reached Zoar. 24 Then out of the sky the Lord rained on Sodom and Gomorrah burning sulfur from the Lord. 25 He demolished these cities, the entire plain, all the inhabitants of the cities, and whatever grew on the ground. 26 But Lot’s wife looked back and became a pillar of salt. 27 Early in the morning Abraham went to the place where he had stood before the Lord. 28 He looked down toward Sodom and Gomorrah and all the land of the plain, and he saw that smoke was going up from the land like the smoke of a furnace. 29 So it was, when God destroyed the cities of the plain, he remembered Abraham and brought Lot out of the middle of the upheaval when he demolished the cities where Lot had lived. 

In English the word “look” appears 4 times. In Hebrew it is 3 different words – in verse 20 it is the word הִנֵּה-נָא 

Verse 28 says Abraham “looked down” – that is the word יַּשְׁקֵף 

Then there is the 3rd word in verse 17 and 26. The root word is נָבַט 
It wasn’t just Lot’s wife looking back at Sodom. In both stories, it was a matter of the heart – 

Husband and fathers – this story is also a cautionary tale to us. We must lead our families well. Slide 5 Look at 2 Peter 2:6–9 (CSB) 6 and if he reduced the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah to ashes and condemned them to extinction, making them an example of what is coming to the ungodly; 7 and if he rescued righteous Lot, distressed by the depraved behavior of the immoral 8 (for as that righteous man lived among them day by day, his righteous soul was tormented by the lawless deeds he saw and heard)—9 then the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from trials and to keep the unrighteous under punishment for the day of judgment, 

Whenever we study the Old Testament – we should be looking for the gospel and looking for Jesus. …Lot’s wife was the one who looked back – Jesus was the one who looked forward.

Slide 6 2. The one who looked forward

Isaiah 50:5–7 (CSB) 
5 The Lord God has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious; I did not turn back. 6 I gave my back to those who beat me, and my cheeks to those who tore out my beard. I did not hide my face from scorn and spitting. 7 The Lord God will help me; therefore I have not been humiliated; therefore I have set my face like flint, and I know I will not be put to shame. 

This is a Messianic prophecy – a very important one.

. The pain, the disgrace, the mocking, the cross -all of that he went toward willingly. It was no surprise to Jesus. With that in mind Let’s look at 

Slide 7 Luke 9:51 (ESV) 
51 When the days drew near for him to be taken up, he set his face to go to Jerusalem.  

This is a short and often overlooked verse but an important fulfillment of prophecy. Make sure you put a note in your Bible by Luke 9:51 to see Isaiah 50:7. 
Jesus’ entire life on earth was lived with purpose – with one primary goal. 

He loved the world he came to us and he gave his life so we could gain life with him. He looked forward. 

Where does that leave us? Well, it leaves us as

Slide 8 The Ones called to look forward

Luke 9:61–62 (CSB) 
61 Another said, “I will follow you, Lord, but first let me go and say good-bye to those at my house.” 62 But Jesus said to him, “No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.” 

Several places in the Gospels Jesus talks about what it is like to follow him. In this passage there are 3 examples of what it means to follow Jesus. ..
*Jesus is making a reference to an Old Testament Story. Can you think of which one it is? 

We can’t understand the implications of what Jesus is saying here without knowing that story, so let’s read it. 
Slide 9
1 Kings 19:16–21 (CSB) 
16 You are to anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king over Israel and Elisha son of Shaphat from Abel-meholah as prophet in your place…Elijah left there and found Elisha son of Shaphat as he was plowing. Twelve teams of oxen were in front of him, and he was with the twelfth team. Elijah walked by him and threw his mantle over him. 20 Elisha left the oxen, ran to follow Elijah, and said, “Please let me kiss my father and mother, and then I will follow you.” “Go on back,” he replied, “for what have I done to you?” 21 So he turned back from following him, took the team of oxen, and slaughtered them. With the oxen’s wooden yoke and plow, he cooked the meat and gave it to the people, and they ate. Then he left, followed Elijah, and served him. 


That is what Jesus is talking about here in Luke.. Jesus is telling him to be all in, to fully commit. 

Slide 10 Remember what else Jesus said Luke 14:25–26 25 Now great crowds were traveling with him. So he turned and said to them, 26 “If anyone comes to me and does not hate his own father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters—yes, and even his own life—he cannot be my disciple. 

Do you know the number one reason that young people don’t go into ministry – especially overseas ministry as missionaries?

 Slide 11 R.C.H. Lenski explained it this way, “the hate required for discipleship goes together with our love to our parents and family…Jesus is speaking of the father who is not a disciple, or, if he be a disciple, would in his blindness hinder his son in his discipleship.”

Jesus makes it pretty plain it isn’t easy to follow him. 

Sometimes we get the impression that following Jesus is more difficult, more demanding than not. But I don’t think that is what Jesus meant when he says to count to the cost. Slide 12 Dallas Willlard explains it this way “to count the cost is to take into consideration both the losses and the gains of all possible courses of action, to see which is the most beneficial. This done, Jesus knew, the trials of discipleship would appear to be the only reasonable path. The cost of nondiscipleship would then be seen for what it is – unbearable.” 
In other words, there is a cost of following Jesus, but the cost is less than any other choice. 

This helps us understand when Jesus said Slide 13  in Matthew 11:28–29 (CSB) 28 “Come to me, all of you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, because I am lowly and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 
.

Ok, fine Pastor Phil I want to be one that looks forward. How? 

I want to look at two passages that help us look forward. 

Slide 14 Those called to look forward keep their eyes on Jesus.
Hebrews 12:1–2 (CSB) 
1 Therefore, since we also have such a large cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us lay aside every hindrance and the sin that so easily ensnares us. Let us run with endurance the race that lies before us, 2 keeping our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of our faith. For the joy that lay before him, he endured the cross, despising the shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 

The first thing we do is keep our eyes looking forward on Jesus. 

The idea is turning away from everything else and looking always to Jesus. In fact, we could even define faith as a decision to focus on Jesus. Slide 15 A.W. Tozer wrote, “Faith is a redirecting of our sight, getting ourselves out of the focus and getting God into focus. While we are looking at God we do not see ourselves.” 

Slide 16 Second Those called to look forward remember & forget

Philippians 3:12–14 (CSB) 
12 Not that I have already reached the goal or am already perfect, but I make every effort to take hold of it because I also have been taken hold of by Christ Jesus. 13 Brothers and sisters, I do not consider myself to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and reaching forward to what is ahead, 14 I pursue as my goal the prize promised by God’s heavenly call in Christ Jesus. 
Paul tells us in Philippians to strain towards what is ahead and forget what is behind. 
Paul is talking about forgetting the baggage of his old life –  all the rubbish from his past like self-righteous living, pride, defeat, sin…the enemy wants to remind us of those things and discourage us. We can honor the past and remember the past for what God has done but we can’t live in the past or worship the past. Paul also uses the metaphor of an athlete – pressing on for the finish line. You don’t run a race looking back at the starting line – you run and win by looking at the finish line – by looking forward.

Remember I said back at the beginning, those Pakistani Christians wanted us to go to Sodom to film a message. I think now I understand why – 

Slide 17 By the way, I mentioned last week, that is why those messages of the martyrs we shot in Greece are so important in Greece. On last week’s show it was the 172 nuns killed at the monastery I talked about last week. That day 39 people accepted Christ that we know of. 7 more churches in Pakistan have asked Hussain to speak to them after that message.
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