From Reconstruction to Reinstruction
Nehemiah 8

The people of Israel had finished working on the wall – 
and now God was going to do work on them.

 It’s too confusing to read.

It’s too boring to study.

It’s impossible to apply.


Concerning the Bible – you must . . .

1. Stop believing the Bible is too confusing to read and comprehend (Nehemiah 8:1-8).

2. Stop believing that that the Bible is too dry and boring to study (Nehemiah 8:9-12).

3. Stop believing that the Bible is impossible to apply (Nehemiah 8:13-18).

The purpose of this passage . . .

To teach us to be passionate and purposeful about hearing the Word of God – the Bible – the Scriptures – in the context of preaching each week.

An insatiable appetite for the Scriptures is a powerful unifying force in the life of God’s people.

Show me a church that loves the Scriptures together – and I will show you a people standing together as one man.

“Daybreak is literally ‘the light’ and means the morning which is the dawn of the day. Dawn is the light that appears a good hour before sunrise.  The people evidently stood for a least 5 hours attentively listening the exposition of Scriptures.”
	John Walton

“We normally think of worship as something we do, and since preaching is done by the preacher and not us, many fail to think of preaching as worship.  But listening to preaching is something you do, and it is an act of worship when you listen with an eager mind and responsive heart.”
Dr. Donald Whitney, Professor of Biblical Spirituality at The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary


The heart of Christian worship is the hearing 
and responding to the authentic preaching of the Bible.

Why is that?

Because it is primarily through preaching of the Scriptures that we come to a true vision of the living God – recognize our own sinfulness – hear the declaration of redemption – and are called to a response of faith, repentance, and service.

When looking for a church, be sure that you are more concerned about the substance of the preaching rather than the style of music.

“Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God.”
	Colossians 3:16

“For Ezra had devoted himself (set His heart) to the study the 
Law of the Lord, and to do it and to teach His statutes and rules in Israel.” 
	Ezra 7:10

“I charge you therefore before God and the Lord Jesus Christ, who will judge the living and the dead at His appearing and His kingdom: Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching. 
For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but according to their own desires, because they have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers; and they will turn their ears away from the truth, and be turned aside to fables.”
	1 Timothy 3:1-4

“For everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.  But how are they to call on Him who they have not believed?  And how are they to believe in Him of whom they have never heard?  And how are they to hear without someone preaching?  . . . And faith comes by hearing, and the hearing of the Word of God.”
	Romans 10:13, 14, 17


How to get the most out of a Sunday morning sermon:

1. Be careful how you hear.

“Therefore, consider carefully how you listen.”
	Luke 8:18


“When God’s Word is being preached, you are not merely receiving information about God.  God Himself is addressing you through His Word.”
Jeff Purswell, Director of Theology and Training at Sovereign Grace Ministries


The real burden of the responsibility on Sunday morning is not on the preacher to perform, 
but on the congregation to listen.

You will be held accountable for what you hear in a sermon 
regardless of whether it moves you emotionally or not.

2. Take the time to hear.

3. Take notes about what you hear.

4. Talk and pray about what you hear.

5. Meditate on what you have heard.

6. Act on what you have heard.

“But be doers of the word, and not merely hearers only, deceiving yourselves.  For is anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man observing his natural face in a mirror; for he observes himself, goes away, and immediately forgets what kind of man he was.  Be he who looks into the perfect law of liberty and continues in it, and in not a forgetful hearer but a doer of the word, this one will be blessed in what he does.”
	James 1:22-25

“Congregations never honor God more than by reverently listening to the His Word with a full purpose of obeying Him once they see what He has done and is doing, and what they are called to do.”
	J. I. Packer

7. Question what you have heard.

8. Cultivate humility in hearing each week. 



