Decision Time
Ruth 1:3-18

 “Faithful Christianity means seeking to live by the word of God in biblical community, among Spirit-filled, prayerful, wise saints.  This is the pattern for good-decision making – not going our own way, as Elimelech did.”

· Instead of life, Naomi encounters death – 1:3-5

Hope!!

God often does His greatest work in the darkest 
and most desperate times.

Even when we sin – God in His grace – is able to counter act our sin.

Our sinfulness cannot constrain the plan of God.

His grace is greater than all our sin.

· God restores life in the midst of death – 1:6-7

· The influence Naomi has had – 1:8-13

Mom’s with married sons – 
what kind of relationship do you have with your daughter-in-laws?

Daughter-in-laws – 
what kind of relationship do you have with your mother-in-law?

· Decision #1 by Orpah – 1:14-15

She chooses her false god over the true God.

“If anyone comes to Me, and does not hate his father and mother, wife and children, brothers, and sisters, yes, and his own life also, he cannot be disciple.”
	Luke 14:26

The word hate here is not a word of emotion but of comparison.

· Decision #2 by Ruth – 1:14-18


“There was nothing kosher (Jewish) about Ruth.  She knew she would be about as welcome in Bethlehem as a ham sandwich at a Bar Mitzvah.”
	Iain Duguid in Esther and Ruth

“Listen! I have been converted. Stop urging me to go back; did you hear me? I have been converted.”
	Sinclair Ferguson in Faithful God

Ruth is a picture of risk taking faith.
I’m all in!

Ruth forsakes her own religious heritage and embraces the true God.

Ruth turns her back on her previous worldview 
and replaced it with a new one.

Ruth recognizes that she is now part of a new family and will be living in a new place.

“where you go . . . I will go, and where you lodge I will lodge” and “where you die I will die.”

How precious is Christian fellowship to you?

How committed to are to the relationships 
you have in the body of Christ?

There is God demonstrating His grace to us – 
“the Lord visited His people”

Isn’t that what Jesus did?

He visited us – stayed with us – died for us – for us – and now intercedes for us!!

There is the sinner repenting of their sin.

“repentance” - a change of heart and mind resulting in a change of direction

There is the desire for spiritual growth at any cost.

“Your life is no longer your life, it is now His life.
You time is no longer your time, it is now His time.
Your possessions are no longer your possessions, they are now His possessions.
Your future is no longer your future, it is now His future.
Your treasure is no longer your treasure, it is now His treasure.
And you have transferred all that you are and all that you have to all that He is.”
“That is what saving faith is. It is coming to the end of yourself and completely and entirely and trusting all that you are and all that you have to all that He is.” 

Salvation is absolutely free, but once you receive it, 
it costs you everything.

But Jesus is worth it.
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