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The Role Of Women In The Life Of The Church

We affirm that . . .

1. God calls women to vital ministry in the life in the life of every church.

· Women helped to finance the ministry of Jesus and the early apostles.

“Soon afterward Jesus began a tour of the nearby towns and villages, preaching and announcing the Good News about the Kingdom of God. He took his twelve disciples with him, along with some women who had been cured of evil spirits and diseases. Among them were Mary Magdalene, from whom he had cast out seven demons; Joanna, the wife of Chuza, Herod’s business manager; Susanna; and many others who were contributing from their own resources to support Jesus and his disciples.”
	Luke 8:1-3

“I commend to you our sister Phoebe, a servant of the church in Cenchreae. I ask you to receive her in the Lord in a way worthy of his people and to give her any help she may need from you, for she has been the benefactor of many people, including me.”
	Romans 16:1-2

· Women worked hard in building the kingdom of God.

“Greet Mary, who worked very hard for you.”
	Romans 16:6

“Greet Tryphena and Tryphosa, those women who work hard in the Lord. Greet my dear friend Persis, another woman who has worked very hard in the Lord.”
	Romans 16:12

· Women taught deep theology and were effective disciple makers in the early church.

“Coming up to them at that very moment, she gave thanks to God and spoke about the child to all who were looking forward to the redemption of Jerusalem.”
	Luke 2:38

 “I am reminded of your sincere faith, which first lived in your grandmother Lois and in your mother Eunice and, I am persuaded, now lives in you also.”
	2 Timothy 1:5

“and how from infancy you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.”
	2 Timothy 3:5
“explain the way of God more accurately.”
Acts 18:26

· Women were faithful evangelists.

“labored side by side with me in the gospel together with Clement and the rest of my fellow workers.” 
	Philippians 4:2-3

 “Then, leaving her water jar, the woman went back to the town and said to the people, ‘Come, see a man who told me everything I ever did. Could this be the Messiah?’ They came out of the town and made their way toward Him.”
	John 4:28-30

 “Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: ‘I have seen the Lord!’ And she told them that he had said these things to her.”
	John 20:18

· Women were courageous radical risk takers and faithful personal partners of the apostle Paul.

“Greet Prisca and Aquila, my fellow workers in Christ Jesus, who risked their necks for my life,”
	Romans 16:2-3

“fellow prisoner.” 
	Junia 16:7

· Women provided maternal and empathetic care to Jesus and the early apostles.

“There were also women looking on from a distance, among whom were Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James the younger and of Joses, and Salome. When he was in Galilee, they followed him and ministered to him, and there were also many other women who came up with him to Jerusalem.”
	Mark 15:40-41

“Rufus, chosen in the Lord; also his mother, who has been a mother to me as well.”
	Romans 16:13

· Women demonstrated character that was worthy of imitation.

“Older women likewise are to be reverent in behavior, not slanderers or slaves to much wine. They are to teach what is good, and so train the young women to love their husbands and children.”
	Titus 2:3-4
God calls women to vital, life changing, Christ exalting, 
multigenerational ministry in the life our church.

2. God reserves the office of pastor/elder/bishop/overseer for qualified men only.

From Genesis through Revelation, 
God has consistently laid the burden of caring for His people upon men, not women.

Miriam the prophetess (Exodus 15:20-21)
Deborah the judge (Judges 4-5)
Huldah the prophetess (II Kings 22:8-20)
Esther who served as queen in Babylon
Anna the prophetess (Luke 2:36-38)
The four daughters of Philip who were prophetesses (Acts 21:8-9)

There are four things you will never find in the Bible: a woman priest, a woman pastor, a woman elder or a woman apostle.

The strongest churches are those that are led by godly men who are supported by, encouraged by, and affirmed by the godly women of the congregation.

· There is a divine pattern of male leadership/headship established in the very beginning of the Bible. 

Genesis 1-3 sets the pattern for leadership . . .
Men and women share equally in bearing the image of God (1:26-27) 
The command to rule the earth was first given to man (2:15)
The woman is created as a “Helper,” one who completes what is lacking (2:18)
To signify the close relationship, the woman is created from the man’s body (2:22)
To signify his leadership position, the man names the woman (2:23)
The woman sins first, being deceived by the Serpent (3:6)
The man sins deliberately and bears the ultimate responsibility for the Fall (3:6)

“sin entered the world through one man.”
Romans 5:12

“these are ‘non-reversible’ realities.”
	Larry Crabb

· This divine pattern of male leadership/headship carries over into the New Testament.

“I desire then that in every place the men should pray, lifting holy hands without anger or quarreling; likewise, also that women should adorn themselves in respectable apparel, with modesty and self-control, not with braided hair and gold or pearls or costly attire, but with what is proper for women who profess godliness—with good works. Let a woman learn quietly with all submissiveness. I do not permit a woman to teach or to exercise authority over a man; rather, she is to remain quiet.  For Adam was formed first, then Eve; and Adam was not deceived, but the woman was deceived and became a transgressor.” 	
1 Timothy 2:8-14

“The saying is trustworthy: If anyone aspires to the office of overseer, he desires a noble task. Therefore, an overseer must be above reproach, the husband of one wife, sober-minded, self-controlled, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, not a drunkard, not violent but gentle, not quarrelsome, not a lover of money. He must manage his own household well, with all dignity keeping his children submissive, for if someone does not know how to manage his own household, how will he care for God's church? He must not be a recent convert, or he may become puffed up with conceit and fall into the condemnation of the devil.”
	1 Timothy 3:1-6

Being a pastor
is not open to women
not even to godly women
not even to godly women who desire the office
not even to godly women who may somehow be better qualified 
than the men who do hold the office of elder.

“To the elders among you, I appeal as a fellow elder and a witness of Christ’s sufferings who also will share in the glory to be revealed: Be shepherds of God’s flock that is under your care, watching over them—not because you must, but because you are willing, as God wants you to be; not pursuing dishonest gain, but eager to serve; not lording it over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock.”
1 Peter 5:1-3

The Greek word presbuteros, translated "seasoned male overseer,"
 is used sixty-six times throughout the New Testament.

Presbutera is the feminine form of the word 
and it is never used in reference to shepherds or elders

Final Points to Ponder:

1. For the radical feminist who say the Bible diminishes and dismisses the role of women in our lives, our families and churches and communities – would you please sit down and be quiet.

2. Healthy churches do not excel without spiritually healthy women.
