Christmas Through The Eyes Of . . . John
John 1:1-14
	
The book of John . . . 

· Is ablaze with Jesus

· Is simple and straightforward.

· Is a study in contrasts. 

· Is not a detailed documentary video about Jesus but selective snapshots providing insight to Jesus.

I am . . . the bread of life (6:35) – the Light of the world (8:12) – the door (10:9) – the good shepherd (10:11) – the resurrection and the life (11:25)  – the way, the truth and the life (14:6) – the true vine (15:1).

“For many people the Gospel according to St. John is the most precious book in the New Testament.  It is the book on which above all they can feed their minds and nourish their hearts and in which they can find rest for their souls.  In the book of John, we find the most penetrating gaze of all the New Testament writers into eternal truths and very mind of God as revealed through Jesus.”
	William Barclay

Why are there four Gospels?

Matthew:  wrote to the Jews – established the regal rights of Jesus as King of the Jews.

Mark:  wrote to the Romans – showing Jesus as a man of action.

Luke:  wrote to all Christians and the entire Gentile world – focusing on Jesus’ humanity.  

John:  wrote to a timeless, universal audience – stressing the deity of Christ and His relationship with God the Father.

“Many other signs therefore Jesus also performed in the presence of His disciples, which are not written in this book; but these things have been written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing you may have life in His name.”
	John 20:30-31

“believe” . . . 
· One of John’s favorite words!
· Used in some form over 98 times.
· Active, continuous trust in Jesus and more.

“It involves trust and confidence in Him. It is an acceptance of Jesus and of what He claims to be and a dedication of one’s life to Him.  It is throwing oneself upon the Lord in loving, self-abandoning faith and trust.”
	Bruce Milne

Jesus through John’s eyes . . .

1. Jesus has been, is now, and forever will be God – 1:1-9

The word “Word” here is referring to Jesus.

· Jesus was born in a manger but has always existed.

“Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever you had formed the earth and the world, from everlasting to everlasting you are God.”
	Psalm 90:2

· Jesus communicates to us who God is.

Jesus was not simply the revealer of God but God Himself revealed.

“John taught that the Father and Son were one – they were co-equal and co-existent.  The apostle believed that when he listened to Jesus, he heard the voice and message of God.  He was sure when He gazed into the face of Jesus, he saw the face of God.”
	Ivor Powell

Did you know that your baby boy
Has walked where angels trod?
When you kiss your little baby
You kiss the face of God

· Christ was not created but all things were created by Him.

“For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities – all things have been created by Him and for Him.  And He is before all things and in Him all things hold together.”
	Colossians 1:16-17

You may live without Christ but you will not have true life without Christ!


True light . . .
· Originates in Christ.
· Not overpowered by darkness.
· Universally available – not universally received though.

Jesus is the light of the world – He can light up your life no matter how dark it may be!

“For God, who said, ‘Light shall shine out of darkness,’ is the One who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus.”
	2 Corinthians 4:6

Where there is chaos, He can bring order.
Where there is emptiness, He can bring fullness.
Where there is darkness, He can bring light.
And the darkness and despair – no matter how deep – cannot overpower it!

2. Jesus, who is God, became man – 1:14

Jesus is not only our hope – but He is also our help.

“Jesus became flesh and blood and moved into the neighborhood.”

“dwelt” literally means “to pitch one’s tent.”

“dwelt” is also the same word used for “Tabernacle” in the Old Testament

The Tabernacle was a portable tent where the glory of God was on display in the days before the Temple was built in Jerusalem.

Four things stand out concerning the Tabernacle . . .
· It was God’s dwelling place.  
· It was the place where God met with His people. 
· It was where God revealed Himself.  
· It was the place where sacrifices for sin were made. 

Incarnation
“incarnation’ means “in flesh”

“In the Incarnation – deity funneled itself into humanity.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The finest wine went into an ordinary earthenware vessel.”



So what does this mean for you and me?

1. Jesus is like us!

 “For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.”
	Hebrews 4:15-16

“In a world filled with suffering and pain, I could not fathom worshiping a God who was immune to it.” 
	John Stott

He gets us because He was like us!

2. Jesus is unlike us.

“For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.”
	Hebrews 4:15-16

3. Jesus came to make us like Him.

