
Christmas Through The Eyes Of . . . Mark
Mark 10:35-45

Fifty Reasons Why Jesus Came To Die

To Absorb the Wrath of God
To Please His Heavenly Father
To Show the Wealth of God’s Love and Grace for Sinners
To Show His Own Love for Us
For the Forgiveness of Our Sins
To Take Away Our Condemnation
To Make Us Holy, Blameless, and Perfect
To Obtain for Us All Things That Are Good for Us
To Give Eternal Life to All Who Believe on Him
To Reconcile Us to God
To Free Us from the Slavery of Sin
To Enable Us to Live for Christ and Not Ourselves
To Create a People Passionate for Good Works
To Create a Band of Crucified Followers
To Free Us from Bondage to the Fear of Death
So That We Would Be with Him Immediately After Death
To Rescue Us from Final Judgment
To Show That the Worst Evil Is Meant by God for Good


To Become A Ransom For Many
To Call Us To Follow His Example Of Lowliness And Costly Love

“For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.”
	Mark 10:45 

The book of Mark . . .

1. Focuses more on the works of Jesus and less on the words of Jesus.

Marks wants us to be wowed by what Jesus did, not just moved by the words He declared.

2. Focuses on how quickly Jesus meets the needs of others.

“immediately” or “straightway” used this word forty-two times

“a moving picture of the ministry of Jesus.”

3. Focuses on Jesus as our substitute for our sin.

“For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life as a ransom for many.”
	Mark 10:45  

The cradle must move us to the cross.

The first 5 chapters cover Jesus’ two-year ministry in Galilee and 5 chapters at the end of the book cover His final two months in Jerusalem.

“The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.”  
	Mark 1:1

His name is Jesus, which is the Hebrew word Yeshua, or “One who Saves.”
This is His person.

His title is Christ, which means, “The anointed One” or Messiah.
This is His position.

He is no ordinary man; He is the Son of God.
This is His power.

 “There comes One after me who is mightier than I, whose sandal strap I am not worthy to stoop down and loose.” 
	Mark 1:7

4. Focuses on the responses of those Jesus encountered.

They were all amazed and questioned among themselves (1:27)
They were amazed and glorified God (2:12)
They feared exceedingly (4:41)
They ran and worshipped Him (5:6)
They fell at His feet (5:22-23)
They were overcome with great amazement (5:42-43)
Astonished (6:2)
Offended (6:3)
All saw and were troubled (6:49-50)
Afraid (6:50)
They were greatly amazed in themselves beyond measure, and marveled (6:51)
The people ran (6:54-55)
Astonished beyond measure (7:37)
They were sad . . . went away sorrowful (10:22)
The disciples were astonished (10:23)
They were greatly astonished (10:26)
They were amazed…and afraid (10:32)
The scribes feared Him because all the people were astonished (11:18)
And they marveled at Him (12:17)
No one dared to question Him (12:34)

“Jesus came to Galilee, preaching the gospel of the kingdom of God, and saying, ‘The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand.  Repent, and believe in the gospel.’”
	Mark 1:14

“repent” means to change your mind and go in a different direction.

[bookmark: _GoBack]“believe” actually means “to cling to, rely on, to trust.”

John Mark’s personal story . . .

1. Not one of the original disciples.

“Your sister church here in Babylon sends you greetings, and so does my son Mark.”
1 Peter 5:13

2. Not a super saint.

· Mark bailed on Jesus. 

“left the linen cloth and fled from them naked.”
	Mark 14:51-52

Peter denied Jesus while Mark ditched Jesus.

“As Mark slithered through the darkness with nothing on, his soul was more exposed than his body for he knew that fear had caused Him to flee.”

· Mark bailed on Paul and Barnabas.

 “I (Mark) departed from them…” 
	Acts 13:13

“Then the contention became so sharp that they parted from one another.”  
	Acts 15:39

“Get Mark and bring him with you, for he is useful to me for ministry.”  
	2 Timothy 4:11

Failure is never final in the Christian life.

God’s grace can and does cover our greatest weakness.

Paul labeled Mark a loser but Barnabas was a lover of Mark’s soul
 and refused to give up on him.

The Christmas story is about restoration and forgiveness and

Jesus giving us Himself so that we can overcome ourselves.


Mark’s message concerning Christmas (Mark 10:35-45) . . .

1. Jesus came to serve.

2. Jesus is our substitute.

“to give his life” means “for you” or “in your place”

3. Jesus satisfied the payment required for sin.

Who did Jesus pay the ransom to?

At the cross Satan received only one thing: his defeat and ruin.

“Knowing that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your forefathers, not with perishable things such as silver or gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot. He was foreknown before the foundation of the world but was made manifest in the last times for the sake of you who through him are believers in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God.”
1 Peter 1:18-21

Ransom brings release and new ownership.

Jesus bought us, took us off the market of sin and made us His very own.

4. Jesus says we are to be like He is.
