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Christmas Through The Eyes Of . . . Matthew
Matthew 1:18-2:18

There are not four gospels – 
there is one gospel presented by four different writers.

The gospels are not Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John’s –
 they are the gospel of Jesus.

The book of Matthew . . .

1. Written by Levi Bar Alphaeus – otherwise known as Matthew.

2. Written about 50 years after Jesus ascended into heaven.

3. Written in the 3rd person – Matthew did not want to draw attention to himself.

4. Traces the life of Jesus from the womb to the empty tomb.
5. Gives more attention to Joseph than to Mary. 

6. The only gospel that mentions the church.

“I will build my church, and the gates of Hell will not overcome it.”  
	Matthew 16:18

7. [bookmark: _GoBack]Bridges the gap between the Old and New Testaments.

· 50 direct quotations from the OT – 75 literary allusions to the OT.

· The phrase “that it might be fulfilled” and “that which was spoken” is only used in Matthew.

Jesus qualifies as the Messiah of the Jewish people, 
as well as the Savior of the World.

8. Establishes that Jesus is the rightful Heir of the throne of Israel both racially and royally.

“The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the Son of David, the Son of Abraham.”  
	Matthew 1:1

Jesus descended from the father of the Jewish race.
Jesus descended from Israel’s greatest king.

His name is Jesus.
“the savior” or more literally, “He will certainly save.”


His title is Christ.
 “anointed one,” the one qualified for the task of saving sinners.  
In Hebrew, the word is “Messiah.”

He is the Son of David.
Direct descendant of King David

He is the Son of Abraham.  
Jesus was Jewish.

“And through your offspring all nations on earth will be blessed….” 
	Genesis 22:18

Jesus is the fulfillment of the two most important Old Testament covenants – the one made with David and the one with Abraham.
9. Records that Jesus has his roots deep in the soil of humanity – even sinful humanity.
 
Jesus’ family tree includes: the faithful, the failures, and the forgotten.

His lineage includes notorious sinners.
His lineage includes some notable women.
His lineage includes foreigners.

“Angels watched as Mary changed God’s diaper. The universe watched with wonder as The Almighty learned to walk. Children played in the street with him. 

Jesus may have had zits. He may have been tone-deaf. Perhaps a girl down the street had a crush on him or vice-versa. It could be that his knees were bony. 

For thirty-three years he would feel everything you and I have ever felt. He felt weak. He grew weary. He was afraid of failure. He was susceptible to wooing women. He got colds, burped, and had body odor. His feelings got hurt. His feet got tired. And his head ached. 

To think of Jesus in such a light is–well, it seems almost irreverent, doesn’t it? (Bet that crossed some of your minds!) It’s not something we like to do; it’s uncomfortable. It is much easier to keep the humanity out of the incarnation. Clean the manure from around the manger. Wipe the sweat out of his eyes. 
Pretend he never snored or blew his nose or hit his thumb with a hammer. He’s easier to stomach that way. 

There is something about keeping him divine that keeps him distant, packaged, predictable. But don’t do it. For heaven’s sake, don’t. Let him be as human as he intended to be. Let him into the mire and muck of our world. For only if we let him in can he pull us out. Listen to him

‘Love your neighbor’ was spoken by a man whose neighbors tried to kill him. The challenge to leave family for the gospel was issued by one who kissed his mother goodbye (permanently).”
	Max Lucado

10. Communicates that Jesus is different from any other man.

The genealogy of Jesus starts and ends with a supernatural birth.

It’s one thing to activate the reproductive organs of an old couple
so that they are able to conceive . . .
but it’s an entirely different class of miracle to have a woman get pregnant without any involvement from a man at all.



In the English – the “whom” can refer to both Mary and Joseph.
But not in the Greek.
The “whom”  is feminine singular when it follows the name of female.
Meaning that Jesus was born of Mary, not of Mary and Joseph.

He could pay for our sins precisely because he had no sin and no guilt of his own.
“He who knew no sin became sin for us that we might receive the righteousness of God through him.
 	2 Corinthians 5:21 

“At just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly.” 
	Romans 5:6


From ancestry to infancy (Matthew 1:18-25) . . .

1.  An ordinary couple with an extraordinary task – 1:18-21 . . .

· Joseph was a moral man but also a merciful man.

· Joseph was a logical man but also a thinking man.

Our greatest need is God’s greatest priority and the Son’s greatest task.

Joseph preferred the uncommon sense of obedience to the word of the Lord to the common sense of human rationalization.


Matthew’s response to Jesus . . .

1.  Matthew opened up his heart to Christ.

No one is beyond the reach of God.

2. Matthew opened up his home to Christ.

3. Matthew opened up his hand to write about Christ.
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