The Good News of Christmas
Luke 1:1-20

Luke 2:10 
 NKJV – “good tidings”
ESV – NASB – NIV – “good news”


The Christmas story is good news because it reminds us that . . .

1. God is faithful to keeps His promises.

“So all this was done that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through the prophet, saying, ‘Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son, and they shall call His name Immanuel.”
	Matthew 1:22-23  

When it comes to the certainty of God’s ability to accomplish His purpose – 
it is not if but when and how.

“For You have worked wonders, plans formed long ago – with perfect faithfulness.”
	Isaiah 25:1

Once God puts something into motion – there is nothing that can stop it and God organizes everything to accomplish it.

“Behold I am the Lord, the God of all flesh.  Is there anything too hard for me?”
	Jeremiah 32:27

[bookmark: _GoBack]“For with God nothing shall be impossible.”
	Luke 1:37

 “Being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a good work in you will complete it until the day of Christ Jesus.”
	Philippians 1:6

“He who calls you is faithful, who will also do it.”
	1 Thessalonians 5:4

The Bible promises that . . .

· God is always with me (Matthew 28:20) - therefore I will not fear.

· God is always in control (Hebrews 1:3) – He upholds the universe by the word of His power – therefore I will not doubt.

· God is always good (John 10:1) – Jesus is the good shepherd. – therefore I will not despair.

· Christ is always my advocate – (Romans 8:34) – always at the right hand of God interceding for me – therefore I will not falter.

· God is always victorious – (John 16:33) – the world brings us trouble but God brings us triumph – therefore we will one day – be victorious as well. 

2. [bookmark: _Hlk59607674]God uses ordinary people in surprising ways.

3. God is a sympathetic Savior. 

“And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us.”
	John 1:14

The greatest gift God gives us is the present of His presence.

God with us – so that He can identify and sympathize with us.

The Word became flesh - God became human!
the invisible became visible
the untouchable became touchable 
eternal life experienced temporal death 
the transcendent one descended and drew near 
the unlimited became limited 
the infinite became finite 
the unbreakable became fragile 
spirit became matter 
eternity entered time 
the independent became dependent 
the almighty became weak 
the loved became the hated 
the exalted was humbled 
glory was subjected to shame 
fame turned into obscurity
from inexpressible joy to tears of unimaginable grief 
from a throne to a cross
from power to weakness

“For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with us, but was in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin.  Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace in time of need.”
	Hebrews 4:15-16

God with us – so that He can trade places with us.

“For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.”
	2 Corinthians 5:21

"He came to our place. He took our place. And He invites us back to His place." 
	Dick Foth
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