New Year, Same Mission
2 Corinthians 5:17-21

Opener = Liberty vs Oregon in the Fiesta Bowl on 1.1.24
· Bo Nix is a strong believer  “Ultimately, I believe in Matthew where it says you’re the light of the world, and I think that our main goal on Earth is to go and influence others and to point them towards the Lord.”
· Jamey Chadwell is a strong believer  “I’m not only a believer. I’m a follower of Jesus Christ. … He’s made me a football coach for a purpose, and I have an opportunity to use the sport of football. … It gives an opportunity, a platform to use that faith through the game of football.”
· On a physical level, they are wearing different jerseys, but on a spiritual level, they are on the same team
· One is an Ambassador for Jesus in Eugene, Oregon, the other is an Ambassador for Jesus in Lynchburg, VA

FCF = We, as fallen, sinful human beings, would rather keep to ourselves.
· We think evangelism is for the Pastors (the “paid professionals”)
· We think evangelism is for those who have the gift of evangelism  if we think this way, then we are expecting 2% of the people to do 100% of the work
· We think someone else will do it, but if everyone thinks that way, then no one will do it

Main Point = If we have believed in Christ, then we have been commissioned by Christ.

Truth #1  The Gospel Saves Us (vs 17-18a)

If Anyone Is In Christ…
· Paul is explaining if anyone is in Christ who they are.
· “in Christ” = to belong to Christ through faith, to have received Christ as Lord and Savior
· If anyone is in Christ, He is a new creation
· Creation = an object of creation brought into existence by God
· Ephesians 2:1-10  God recreates us in Christ
· New Creation = personally delivered from sin by Christ, but also refers to Jesus fully delivering the world from sin when He returns (already, not yet)

The Old Has Passed, The New Has Come
· The old regime of the world, even though it still has power in the world, has been neutralized by the power of the cross
· Jesus has broken the chains the world had on us  Hebrews 2:14-18
· The new life that is only found in Christ  It is this new life we walk in
· Come = to become existent, to come into existence (after not existing)
· Sin, Satan, the world no longer defines you, Jesus does! He gets the final word!
· We live in a world that will take past sins, will pin them against us, and say that is who we are forever and nothing can change that
· Jesus takes all of our sins, pins them on his shoulders, and says that is not who we are anymore, and are forever changed!

ILLUSTRATION: Drunk Again Lyrics
Tell myself I’m a little too hard to save
Tired of waking up in my own grave
Bottles and Bibles next to my bed
Chasing the demons out of my head
Some call it a habit, some call it a sin
Some call it a pattern, I don’t know where this ends
They call me a daughter, but I don’t believe them
Baptized in the water, don’t feel any different
All I know it’s a sign, and so I lift up my hands
Worshipping Jesus, but I’m drunk again

· You are no longer an addict, but a child of God
· You are no longer abandoned, but adopted
· You are no longer a slave to sin, but a servant of grace
· You are not damaged goods but fearfully and wonderfully made
· You are not unlovable, but loved beyond measure
· You are not unforgivable, but one decision away from grace unmeasured
· You are no longer an adversary, but an advocate
· You are no longer a rebel, but ransomed
· When Satan says you are a mess, Jesus says you are a message
· When Satan accuses, Jesus acquits
· When Satan says you are miniscule, Jesus says you are mine
· Romans 5:20  where sin increased, grace abounded all the more
· Colossians 2:12-17  Jesus paid our record of debt in full!
· When we are in Christ, when God looks at us, He does not see our sin or shame, but sees the righteousness of His Son, and loves us like He loves His Son
· No one is ever too far gone from grace. Anyone can be saved!

All Of This Is From God
· Every aspect of Salvation is accomplished by God’s DIVINE GRACE. (SHOW SLIDE)
· Justification  by the grace of God, we are able to believe in Jesus
· Sanctification  by the grace of God, we are able to follow the example of Jesus, and conform more into His image
· Glorification  by the grace of God we finish our grace, enter into Heaven, and become fully conformed and transformed into the image of Christ, no longer hindered by sin
· As it says in Ephesians 2:8 this is a gift from God, so that no one may boast, except in Christ.
· And as we will see later, if every aspect of our salvation is from God, then every aspect of our evangelism and the salvation of others is from God

APPLICATION:
· How are you defining yourself? Are you allowing your past sin, Satan, the world, to define you, or Christ?
· Who or what are you boasting in? Yourself or Christ?
· Are you walking in the newness of life that Christ has given you? Or are you trying to run back to your old way of living before Christ?
· Have you been made a new creation in Christ?
· All of this is only accomplished by the grace of God, not by us.
· We are saved by Christ’s FINISHED WORK on the cross, not by our GOOD WORKS. (SHOW SLIDE)

· We are reconciled back to God THROUGH Christ.
· Reconciled = to restore someone to favorable or friendly with another after a presumed wrong
· It has nothing to do with ourselves, and everything to do with Jesus.
· It is only because of the initiative of God that we can be saved.
· It is by the grace of God sending Christ to pursue us, break through all the barriers, and die on the cross that paid the penalty for all our sins for all of time that purchases our salvation.
· All of that is a gift from God, all we must do is receive it.
· That is because it is only by the power of the Gospel that we are saved.
· But Christ doesn’t just leave us there; the Gospel doesn’t just save us.

Truth #2  The Gospel Sends Us (vs 18b-20)

It Doesn’t Just Stop At Salvation
· Look at vs 18 again  God through Christ reconciled us to Himself AND gave us the ministry of reconciliation
· We are not only saved by the Gospel, but we are sent out by the Gospel.
· John 20:21  as the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you
· God saves us by the ministry of reconciliation, and then entrusts us the same ministry to go tell others about Christ.
· Ministry = a role especially done in service to others

APPLICATION:
· Do you view your school, job, sports, etc. as a ministry?
· God has placed you there to use that as a ministry that glorifies God and points people to Jesus.

We Are To Minister To The World
· In Christ, God not only reconciles us to Himself, but is reconciling the world to Himself
· World = Humanity; all of the people of the world understood according to the place in which human beings live
· We have a ministry in the world, and to the people around us
· God is not counting humanity’s trespasses against them
· Psalm 103:12  He casts our sins as far as the east is from the west
· Hebrews 10:17-18  He will remember our lawless deeds no more
· Colossians 2:12-15  He paid our debt in full
· Again, all of this is only by the grace of God
· Again, this only happens to those who repent and believe
· We must receive it.

Remember Who Is Writing This Passage
· Paul is the author of this passage 
· Paul, formerly Saul, who breathed out threats to all who followed Jesus.
· Saul, who would persecute anyone who bore the cross of Christ.
· This same Saul who was one of the greatest adversaries to the Gospel became one of the greatest advocates for the Gospel.
· All of that by the grace of God.
· If God can save and use PAUL, then God can save and use ANYONE. (SHOW SLIDE)

ILLUSTRATION: Trying to Giving Some a Cure For Cancer, but It’s Up to Them to Receive It.

· Once we have been saved by the ministry of reconciliation, we are then entrusted with that same ministry to go into the world.
· Entrusting = to appoint, to assign a duty, responsibility, or obligation to someone
· Once we are saved by the message of reconciliation then we are entrusted with the message of reconciliation to go into the world and tell others how they can be reconciled to God.
· If you are a Christian, if you proclaim to be a follower of Jesus, then you have been assigned a duty by your Lord and Savior 

Therefore, If We Have Been Entrusted With the Gospel
· Since we have been saved by Christ, and our citizenship has changed, we are no longer living for the world, but we are living for Heaven.
· We have now become an Ambassador for Christ!
· Ambassador = to act as an authorized representative of one sovereign ruler or country to another.
· We are authorized by God and represent Him to the world around us.
· We are to represent the values of the Kingdom of God to the world around us. To be a witness for Jesus and show what it looks like to follow Him.

APPLICATION:
· How are you living for Jesus?
· Are you representing the Kingdom well?
· Does your thought life, words, actions live in alignment with Scripture? With the example of Jesus?
· What is your life preaching to those around you?

· We are representatives of the KINGDOM OF HEAVEN. (SHOW SLIDE)
· Just like you carry around your last name and it reflects on your family, you have the name of Christ imprinted onto your heart and whatever you do reflects Him and His family
· Acts 17:26-27  God has already divinely placed us where we are to be Ambassadors to
· Romans 10:17  Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the Word of God
· Romans 10:14-15  How will people call on Christ if they have not believed? How are people to believe in Christ if they have never heard about Him? And how are people to preach to those who haven’t heard unless they are sent?
· Think of someone you know (family member, friend, classmate, co-worker, neighbor) who is not saved. How will they know about Jesus unless you share Christ with them?

ILLUSTRATION: How Much of an Honor it is to be an Ambassador for the U.S.
· It is only by the authority that the person becomes an Ambassador and sent out
· If it is a high honor to be a representative for the President of the U.S., how much greater is it to be a representative to be a representative to the Creator of everything?
· We who were once at odds with God, are now being used by God to tell others about Him. Others who are at odds with God as well.
· Remember, God doesn’t have to use us, but He chooses to use us.
· He chooses to use us in His grand redemption plan for all of creation.
· God ordained that human spokespersons would speak for God.
· The same humans that would rebel against God He uses to reconcile others to Himself.
· Why? All for His Glory!
· God is using us to make His appeal through us to the world.
· Appeal = to ask for or request earnestly

What Are We Requesting?
· We are imploring others on behalf of Christ, to be reconciled to God.
· Implore = to beg for something (that is indispensable or necessary)
· What is necessary is the salvation of souls!
· This kind of begging is not out of desperation, but out of compassion.
· Matthew 9:36-38  Jesus looked upon the crowd and felt compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd
· Without Christ, people are helpless to the powers of Satan, sin, darkness
· Without Christ, people are without hope, yet we have the greatest hope!
· The Gospel should overwhelm us so much in how we don’t deserve grace, and that we can’t help but go tell others about Christ and beg them to come to Christ, not for our sake or popularity, but for the sake of that person’s soul.
· Remember the definition of ministry (a role especially done in service to others)

Truth #3  The Gospel Supplies Us (vs 21)

God Sent Christ For Our Sake
· “for OUR sake”
· Christ was not made a sinner, but He was made a sin offering.
· Christ doesn’t know sin, but He was made the perfect lamb sacrifice for the sins of the world.
· Knew = to know or have knowledge about (someone or something); normally as acquired through observation or the senses
· Sin = sin personified as a destructive and depraved principle reigning over unbelievers and persisting in believers; especially as a slave master doling out payment with the currency of death and decay 
· For our sake He did this so that “in Him” we might become the righteousness of God
· Become = to enter or assume a certain state or condition
· We enter into a new state  a new creation
· “in Him” = those who have repented and believed

· God made Christ a sin offering to pay for the penalty for all our sins for all of time, to be able to reconcile the world back to Himself, and use that same humanity that rebelled against Him to pursue others as Christ pursues us.
· Because of Christ’ sacrifice we have His righteousness placed on us like a robe, and that is what God sees, and what God does to display us.
· “become the righteousness of God” = not only being secured forever at the time of salvation, but continually grow and experience the righteousness of God as we grow in our relationship with Him

· All of this is from God (vs 18)
· God provides ALL WE NEED to be faithful WHERE WE ARE. (SHOW SLIDE)

· Just as Christ stopped at nothing to pursue us, and He provides all we need to follow Him, He will stop at nothing to provide all we need to tell others about Him.
· To tell others about how Christ pursues them, and how they will pursue Him, and then go pursue others.
· As we saw in verse 18, since every aspect of our salvation is from God, that means every aspect of our evangelism is from God
· God did all the work of salvation all we must do is receive it
· God divinely placed us where we are to share the Gospel
· If God divinely saved us, and placed us where we are to share the Gospel, down to the last detail (where we live, work, go to school, shop, play, etc.) then we can have the confidence knowing He will provide all we need to faithfully share the Gospel in those areas
· Romans 8:31-32  What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? He who did not spare His own Son but gave Him up for us all, how will He not also with Him graciously give us all things?
· Philippians 4:19  and my God will supply every need of yours according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus
· Matthew 28:18-20  And Jesus said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me (we have the power of Christ within us wherever we go). Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age (we have the presence of Christ wherever we go).”

ILLUSTRATION: The Population of Gloucester
· According to Census.gov, in 2022, the estimated population of Gloucester was 39,493
· Persons under the age of 5 (4.8%) = 1,896
· Persons under the age of 18 (19.8%) = 7,820
· Persons between the ages of 19-64 (55.7%) = 21,998
· Persons over the age of 65 (21%) = 8,294
· Veterans (2018-2022) = 3,820
· Housing Units = 17,331
· Students in GCPS = 5,036 across 9 schools (1 HS, 2 MS, 7 EM)
· Attendance at Petsworth = 350-400
· If we stick just to Petsworth, and only have the Pastors (2) and those with the spiritual gift of evangelism (7-8) share the Gospel with others, then that would mean we are entrusting 9-10 people to reach almost 39,000+ people

Application/Conclusion
· Where has God placed you?
· According to Acts 17:26-27, God has divinely placed you in those areas in order to grow in your relationship with Christ and to share Christ with those around you
· Who are people you know that need to hear the Gospel?
· Think of that person, or people, and then read Romans 10:14-15, and every time the word “they” appears, think of that person
· Who is God calling you to pursue after?
· Be encouraged from Matthew 28:18-20 that as we go into 2024, as we go into our community, we have the power and presence of Christ with us, as we proclaim Him and watch as He draws others unto to Him, believe in Him, and be used by Him!
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