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An Encouraging Word For A Dysfunctional Church 
1 Corinthians 1:1-9

Paul . . . 

1. A man with spiritual authority. (1:1)

Spiritual leaders come with God’s authority.

2. A man under spiritual authority. (1:1)

 “Obey those who rule over you, and be submissive, for they watch out for your souls, as those who must give account. Let them do so with joy and not with grief, for that would be unprofitable for you.”
	Hebrews 13:17-18

3. A man who believes in spiritual accountability. (1:1)

In the church . . .

· There must be loving spiritual leadership.

· Loving spiritual leaders are accountable to God and other spiritual leaders.

Do you respect spiritual leadership in the life of the church and the spiritual leaders 
God has placed in your life?

Do you allow spiritual leaders to speak spiritual truth into your life?

How do respond to your pastor when he addresses you concerning . . .
· A lack of attendance or involvement in the life of the church?
· An area of sinfulness that is hindering your walk with Christ?
· Actions and attitudes toward others that are ungodly?
· Lack of faith or obedience in some area of your life?
· A need to begin practicing some spiritual disciple?
· An area of theological truth that you have been disregarding?
· The way you are treating your spouse or children?
“Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching. For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but according to their own desires, because they have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers; and they will turn their ears away from the truth, and be turned aside to fables. But you be watchful in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry.”
	2 Timothy 4:2-5

4.  A man who is always grateful. (1:2,4-9)

God had . . . 

· Set them apart and made them saints.

 “We have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.”
	Hebrews 10:10

 “For by a single offering He has perfected for all time those who are being sanctified.”  
	Hebrews 10:14

You are saint who has been permanently sanctified.
You are a saint who sins but who is still daily being sanctified.

· Given them grace.

· Enriched them.

· Enabled them.

· Sustained them.

5. A man who is Jesus-centered and saturated. (1:1-9)

Final points to ponder:

1. Love and then listen to your spiritual leaders – this brings them joy.

2. Love others enough us to correct them when necessary in the right way and for the right reason.

3. Respond to biblical correction with repentance and growth.

4. Remember that your identity is determined by your sin but by your Savior – you are a sanctified (and being sanctified) saint!!!
