Calling Out The Cliques At Corinth
1 Corinthians 1:10-17

“I appeal to you, brothers, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree, and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the same mind and the same judgment. 

For it has been reported to me by Chloe’s people that there is quarreling among you, my brothers. What I mean is that each one of you says, ‘I follow Paul,’ or ‘I follow Apollos,’ or ‘I follow Cephas, ‘or ‘I follow Christ.’ 

Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul? 

I thank God that I baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius, so that no one may say that you were baptized in my name. (I did baptize also the household of Stephanas. Beyond that, I do not know whether I baptized anyone else.) 

For Christ did not send me to baptize but to preach the gospel, and not with words of eloquent wisdom, lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its power.
	1 Corinthians 1:10-17

Glorious truths to treasure . . .

1. The church is God’s. (1:2)

2. The church is made up of sanctified saints. (1:2-3)

3. The church experienced God’s grace. (1:4)

4. The church has all it needs to be effective and productive. (1:5-7)

5. The church is looking forward to Jesus coming again. (1:7)

6. God is faithful to sustain the church and take it safely home. (1:8-9)


Corrections that must be considered . . .

1. A plea for unity. (1:10-11)

Unity is not . . .

· uniformity.

· abandoning the faith

· absolute tolerance of all people, perspectives and views

“Shall I come to you with a whip, or in a spirt of love and gentleness?”
1 Corinthians 4:21

Unity must be focused on . . .

· theology

· relationships

· mission

2. People and personal preferences were overshadowing the true priority. (1:12)

Team Paul
our founder – the theologian – the letter writer

“For some say, ‘His letters are weighty and forceful, but in person he is unimpressive and his speaking amounts to nothing.’”
	2 Corinthians 10:10

Team Apollos  
the preacher with charisma – the growth expert

“Meanwhile a Jew named Apollos, a native of Alexandria, came to Ephesus. He was a learned man, with a thorough knowledge of the Scriptures. 25 He had been instructed in the way of the Lord, and he spoke with great fervor and taught about Jesus accurately, though he knew only the baptism of John. 26 He began to speak boldly in the synagogue. When Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they invited him to their home and explained to him the way of God more adequately.”
	Acts 18:24-26


Team Peter 
the Jewish loving guy – keeper of the Old Testament – the original apostle

Team Jesus 
the ultimate guy 


In every church you have . . .

The Bible knowledge guy

The emotional experience guy

The take care of the body guy

The missions and evangelism guy

The social justice guy

The diversity guy

3. A powerful call to return to a Christ-centered focus.  (1:13-17)

[bookmark: _GoBack]When you become a Christian your preferences or differences of perspective don’t just go away, it’s just that they become less important as Jesus becomes more important.

“The New Testament church is a church where Jesus is so large that it makes disagreement on secondary things less important. “

Divisions disappear in the church when Christ is the main thing.

If we are a church where Christ is so large and so prominent and so noticeable and so visible and so evident and so unmistakable – 
then He will be the voice that cuts through the noise and gives us clarity in who we are and where we are going.


