The Fool On The Hill
The Nonsense of God
The Moronic Message Of The Cross
1 Corinthians 1:17-25
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“Christianity is a religion for weaklings.”
German Philospher Nietzche

“You’re right. We’re riding on the back of a crucified man and he is going to take us all the way to heaven.”
	Josh McDowell
To the world the cross is a 
symbol of shame or foolishness; 
to those who believe it is a symbol of salvation 
and the only thing that can save us.

“The preaching of the cross is, I know, nonsense to those who are involved in this dying world, but to us who are being saved from that death it is nothing less than the power of God.”
	1 Corinthians 1:17 (J.B. Philips Translation)

When Paul uses the word “cross” . . .

1. He is talking a historical event. 

2. He is talking about spiritual event.


From the text . . .

1. The cross judges us.

v. 18 “For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.”

v. 20 “Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world?”

v. 21 “For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not know him, God was pleased through the foolishness of what was preached to save those who believe.”

v. 23 “But we preach Christ crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles.”

v. 25 “For the foolishness of God is wiser than man’s wisdom, and the weakness of God is stronger than man’s strength.”

“foolishness”
the Greek word “moria”
the English word “moron”

The message the cross announces in blood-red letters that you cannot save yourself – 
only God can save you.

The doctrine of human or moral inability.

“and all our righteous acts are like filthy rags”
	Isaiah 64:6
The word filthy literally means “the bodily fluids 
from a woman’s menstrual cycle.”

The word rags means
 “a rag or garment.”

These “righteous acts” are considered by God 
as repugnant as a soiled feminine hygiene product.

2. The cross offends us.

“If I were no longer preaching salvation through the cross of Christ, no one would be offended.”
Galatians 5:11
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3. The cross saves us.

To trust in Christ means to rely completely upon Him and Him alone 
to forgive you of your sins.


You are and I are in the sales department and not the saving department.
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The top part means “lamb” while the bottom part means “I” or “me.”

Righteous means “Lamb over Me.”


Application . . .

1. We must continue to preach the cross of Christ boldly and aggressively. 

2. We should not be surprised that as we preach Christ, the world rejects us and our message. 

3. We should reject any attempts to water down the gospel or to shy away from the message of the cross. 

“Remove from Christianity its ability to shock and it is altogether destroyed. It then becomes a tiny superficial thing, capable neither of inflicting deep wounds nor of healing them.” 
Danish philosopher Soren Kierkegaard
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