. 


Noah - a drunk
Abraham - lied about his wife
Jacob - a deceiver
Moses - murdered an Egyptian
Rahab - a prostitute
Samson – could not overcome lust and anger
David - an adulterer and a murderer
Mary – a teenage girl
John the Baptist – a locust eating wilderness wild man
Paul - persecuted the church
John Mark  - failed in his first big spiritual test
Peter – a loud mouth cussing fisherman

“If God chose only well-rounded people with no character flaws, some of the credit would inevitably go to the people and not to the Lord. By choosing flawed people with a bad past, a shaky present, and an uncertain future, God alone gets the when they accomplish amazing things by His power.”

God chooses and uses people who have nothing to brag about.

God Prefers The Unpreferables
1 Corinthians 1:26-31

1. You can never be too small, insignificant, or unimportant for God to choose and to use – 1:26-28

"Let no cultured person draw near, none wise and none sensible, for all that kind of thing we count evil; but if any man is ignorant, if any man is wanting in sense and culture, if anybody is a fool, let him come boldly [to become a Christian].  We see them in their own houses, wool dresses, cobblers, the worst, the vulgarest, the most uneducated persons...They are like a swarm of bats or ants creeping out of their nest, or frogs holding a symposium around a swamp, or worms convening in mud."
	Pagan Roman philosopher Celsus in 178 AD

Memory can be a blessing or a curse.

 “The most simple, uneducated, untalented, clumsy believer who has trusted in Jesus Christ as Savior, who faithfully and humbly follows his or her Lord, is immeasurably wiser than the brilliant Ph.D. who scoffs at the gospel.”


 "Truly, I say to you, among those born of women there has not arisen anyone greater than John the Baptist.”
	Matthew 11:11
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"Lord, teach me the secrets of the universe."

"George, that is too big a subject for you. 
I want you to take a peanut, that is more your size, and work on that."


“O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, thank you for hiding these things from those who think themselves wise and clever, and for revealing them to the childlike.”
Matthew 11:25

You can never be too small for God to use – but you can be too big.
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"Young gentlemen, don't ever think God don't love you, for he do!"


2. The kindest thing that God does for us is to crush our pride – 1:29

"For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, that no one should boast. For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them." 
	Ephesians 2:8-10

“It's my pride that makes me independent of God. It's appealing to feel I am the master of my fate; I run my own life, I call my own shots; I go it alone. But that feeling is my basic dishonesty. I can't go it alone. I have to get help from other people, and I can't ultimately rely on myself. I am dependent on God for my very next breath. It is dishonest of me to pretend that I am anything but a man, small, weak and limited. So, living independent of God is self-delusion. It's not just a matter of pride being an unfortunate little trait and humility being an attractive little virtue, it's my inner psychological integrity that's at stake.

 When I am conceited, I am lying to myself about what I am. I am pretending to be God, and not man. My pride is the idolatrous worship of myself, and that is the national religion of hell.”

3. God alone is the source of salvation – 1:30-31


Lessons learned:

1. The more humble you are – the more useful you are to God’s kingdom.

2. Stop talking so much about yourself – and start talking about the Lord.

3. When viewing other people – be impressed with what God is impressed with and not what the world is impressed with.
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