A Simple Singular Focus
Hebrews 12:1-3
1 Corinthians 2:1-5


“this one thing I do”
	Philippians 3:13	

“Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a huge crowd of witnesses to the life of faith, let us strip off every weight that slows us down, especially the sin that so easily trips us up. And let us run with endurance the race God has set before us. We do this by keeping our eyes on Jesus, the champion who initiates and perfects our faith. Because of the joy awaiting him, he endured the cross, disregarding its shame. Now he is seated in the place of honor beside God’s throne. Think of all the hostility he endured from sinful people;[c] then you won’t become weary and give up.”
	Hebrews 12;1-3


To have a singular focus . . . 

1. We have to set aside specific distractions. 

The less we focus on – the more productive our focus can be.

2. We have to set our sights specifically on Jesus.

If our focus is on ourselves, everything else is out of focus.
If your focus in on Christ, then everything else will be clearly defined.


To effectively reach people for Christ . . .

1. We must keep the main thing the main thing – 2:1-2

 "His letters are weighty and forceful, but in person he is unimpressive and his speaking amounts to nothing.”
1 Corinthians 10:10






“It is interesting to compare possibly the three greatest evangelists in North America during the last 150 years - D.L. Moody, Billy Sunday, and Billy Graham. Neither Moody nor Graham was known for impressing audiences with lofty rhetoric; frequently their sermons were deemed simplistic. Sunday was known for a flashy style, but he still preached a very basic gospel message. But all three centered on the cross and the need for personal conversion. As a result, they gave encouragement to millions of ‘down-and-outers’ and countless came to the Lord through their preaching.” 

“He was an ambassador, not a Christian salesman.”
	Warren Wiersbe

“What we are after is not that folks shall say at the end of it all, ‘What an excellent sermon!’ That is a measured failure. You are there to have them say when it is over, “What a great Savior!’ It is something for men not to have been in your presence but in His.”
	John Henry Jowett

Jesus died in our place and paid in full the penalty of our sin is a non-negotiable of biblical truth.

“The cross confronts us with how we really are (sinners) and what we really need (rescuing and forgiving grace)”
	Paul David Tripp 

“There is no one righteous, not even one; there is no one who understands no one who seeks God. All have turned away, they have together become worthless; there is no one who does good, not even one.” 
Romans 3:10-12

“Am I now trying to win the approval of men, or of God? Or am I lying to please men? If I were still trying to please men, I would not be a servant of Christ.” 
Galatians 1:10

"Woe to me if I do not preach the gospel.” 
	1 Corinthians 9:16
 
We must give people what they need – and not what they want.
The crucified risen Jesus is what they need.

2. We must rely on the power of the Holy Spirit – 2:3-4

 “Do not be afraid; keep on speaking, do not be silent. For I am with you, and no one is going to attack and harm you, because I have many people in this city.” 
Acts 18:9-10


“For when I am weak; then I am strong.” 
	2 Corinthians 12:10

“The power that is in the Gospel does not lie in eloquence of the preacher, otherwise men would be the converters of souls, nor does it lie in the preacher’s learning, otherwise it would consist of the wisdom of men. We might preach until our tongues rotted, till we would exhaust our lungs and die, but never a soul would be converted unless the Holy Spirit be with the Word of God to give it the power to convert a soul.”
	Charles Spurgeon

3. [bookmark: _GoBack]We must ensure that their faith rests in the power of God – 2:5

My hope is built on nothing less
Than Jesus' blood and righteousness
I dare not trust the sweetest frame

But wholly lean on Jesus' name
On Christ the solid rock I stand
All other ground is sinking sand
All other ground is sinking sand


When sharing Christ with others . . .

1. Resolve to share Christ.

“For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas, and then to the Twelve.”
1 Corinthians 15:3-5

2. Rest on the Holy Spirit for results.

"For we know, brothers loved by God, that He has chosen you, because our gospel came to you not simply with words, but also with power, with the Holy Spirit and with deep conviction.” 
1 Thessalonians 1:4-5

 “This is the word of the Lord to Zerubbabel:
‘Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit,’
says the Lord of hosts.”
	Zechariah 4:6



3. Remember that faith in Christ is the only faith that saves.

“Know that a person is not justified by the works of the law, but by faith in Jesus Christ. So we, too, have put our faith in Christ Jesus that we may be justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of the law, because by the works of the law no one will be justified.”
	Galatians 2:16


