“Many of the Christians in Corinth were a mess.  We might go so far as to call them ‘pigpen Christians.’  God had rescued them from the mire of their sinful lives, washed them clean by the blood of Christ, and illumined their minds by the Holy Spirit. Yet they still liked to hang out close to the pigpen, longing for the warm muck, dipping their feet in the gritty mud, poking their noses through the fence, and wishing they could take another roll in the sludge, just one more time.”
	Charles Swindoll

Spiritual Thumb Suckers
1 Corinthians 2:10 – 3:5
Part 1
The natural man:
· A lost person who acts like a lost person.
· They do not have a relationship to God. 
· They are captive to their own desires. 
· They do not accept nor understand spiritual things. 
· They do not appreciate spiritual things.

The spiritual man: 
· A saved person who acts like a saved person
· They have a relationship with God through Christ. 
· They are filled with the Spirit.
· They are yielded to the Spirit.
· They are informed by the Spirit. 
· They are instructed by the Spirit.
· They are given insight by the Spirit. 

The carnal (fleshly) man:
· A saved person who acts like a lost person.
· They are headed to heaven but living like hell.
· They have a relationship to God but often times they don’t act like it.
· They are captive to the flesh.
· They are weak spiritually. 
· They are willful in sinning. 

How many of you already know what category you are in?

Category #1 . . . The Natural Man – 2:14

 “They have pulled in the welcome mat from the door of their hearts, locked the dead bolt, and turned a deaf ear to Jesus’ knocking.”


“They are blind to its beauty, deaf to its melody and insensitive to its fragrant aroma.”	
Dr. Danny Akin

The natural man (unsaved man):
· Has rejected the good news
· Doesn’t have the ability to read and really understand the Bible so that it changes him
· Doesn’t confess Jesus as Lord of His life
· Doesn’t confess his sins to Jesus
· Doesn’t have Jesus as the most important person in his life 
· Doesn’t give his time and his money and his energy and his life to the cause of Jesus 
· Is not filled with the Holy Spirit

Category #2 . . . The Spiritual Man – 2:10-13, 15-16

The spiritual man is spiritual because of the Holy Spirit.

According to the Bible . . .
· You can’t be saved without the Holy Spirit – John 3:3,5
· You can’t have assurance of your salvation without the Holy Spirit – Romans 8:16
· You can’t become holy without the Holy Spirit – Galatians 5:22-23
· You can’t pray without the Holy Spirit – Ephesians 6:18, Romans 8:26
· You can’t serve God without the Holy Spirit – 1 Corinthians 12:5-7
· You can’t witness without the Holy Spirit – Acts 1:8

1. The Holy Spirit is not a ghost – He our sure guide– 2:10-11

· The Holy Spirit knows all there is to know about God because He is God.

“searches” - does not mean the Spirit conducts searches because He needs to know more

“searches” means to the Spirit penetrates what is already known

“deep” is used to describe the mighty depths of the ocean 
which sometimes are unknown by man

God wants us to know that we can know Him by His Spirit.

As far as God the Father is concerned –  I was saved when He chose me in Christ before the foundation of the world – Ephesians 1:4

As far as God the Son is concerned – I was saved when He died for me on the cross – Romans 5:8.

As far as God the Spirit is concerned – I was saved when I heard the gospel preached and the Holy Spirit applied the Word to my heart – John 16:8

2. The Holy Spirit is not a grouch – He has been freely given to us and freely helps us understand the Bible – 2:12-14

· The Holy Spirit indwells us.

“And I will pray the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may abide with you forever - the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees Him nor knows Him; but you know Him, for He dwells with you and will be in you.”
John 14:16-17

“Or do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and you are not your own?”
	1 Corinthians 6:19

“For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God. The Spirit you received does not make you slaves, so that you live in fear again; rather, the Spirit you received brought about your adoption to sonship. And by him we cry, “Abba, Father.”  The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children.”
Romans 8:14-16

 “If it’s true that the Spirit of God dwells in us and that our bodies are the Holy Spirit’s temple, then shouldn’t there be a huge difference between the person who has the Spirit of God living inside of him or her and the person who does not?”
	Francis Chan in Forgotten God

“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control.”
Galatians 5:22-23

1. The Holy Spirit gives us insight.

“freely given” means graciously bestowed

God is not stingy in giving us what we need to know Him.

1. The Holy Spirit inspired the Bible.

“holy men of God spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit.”
2 Peter 1:21


“All Scripture is given by inspiration of God …”
	2 Timothy 3:16

1. The Holy Spirit helps us to understand the Bible through illumination.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
“illumination” is the word for light

To “illuminate” a thought or idea means to shine the light of understanding on it

 “But even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing, whose minds the god of this age has blinded, who do not believe, lest the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine on them.”
2 Corinthians 4:3-4

“The Holy Spirit makes the Word of God stick in our lives.”

 “But the helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all things that I have said to you.”
John 14:26

3. The Holy Spirit is not to be grieved – He expects our transformation as a result of His illumination – 2:15-16

Category #3 . . . The Carnal (Fleshly) Man – 3:1-5

