Salvation Is Free But Eternal Rewards Are Earned
1 Corinthians 3:9-17


The person you are today will determine the rewards 
that you receive in heaven.

Those who are pleasing to Christ will be generously rewarded.

Those who are not pleasing to Christ will receive lesser rewards.

Your life here (on earth) will impact your life there (in heaven) forever.

This will all take place at the Judgement Seat of Christ following the rapture of the church.

This Judgement Seat of Christ (as opposed to the Great White Throne Judgement) is for believers only.

This time of judgement does not determine whether or not you will get into heaven but what you receive (rewards) in heaven.

This is an examination not of your salvation, but of your service and your good works or the lack thereof.

You will be held accountable for what you do here.


From the text:

1. The Church is a field – 3:6-9

2. The Church is a building – 3:10-15

The kind of life we lived will become evident by the size of the fire.


Points we must ponder  . . .

1. The Judgement Seat of Christ is for believers - the Great White Throne Judgement is for unbelievers.

2. The judgement seat of Christ is almost universally ignored among Christians.


· Since are sins are completely forgiven – we will not be held accountable for anything we do now.

“For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each of us may receive what is due us for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad.”
	2 Corinthians 5:10

God judges justified sinners.

We should not conclude that every Christian will do well at the judgment seat of Christ.

· Since works do not save us – our works should not be rewarded.

“For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith, and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God, not by works, so that no one can boast.”
	Ephesians 2:8-9

Our works done before salvation are of no merit in the sight of God.

Our works done after salvation are important to God.

“For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.”
Ephesians 2:10 

· It is selfish to think of rewards as a proper motivation to serve Christ – we should do it out of love and love alone.

Rewards in heaven are more than just crowns we will lay at His feet – they are levels of responsibility given to us as we serve in heaven.

“but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal.”
Mathew 6:20

“their reward would be great in heaven.”
	Luke 6:35 

“looking for city which has foundations, who architect and builder is God.”
	Hebrews 11:10


“choosing rather to endure ill-treatment with the people of God, than to enjoy the passing pleasures of sin; considering the reproach of Christ greater than the treasures of Egypt; for he was looking to the reward.”
	Hebrews 11:25-26

“Rewards are not decorative medallions in which we take pride.  The deepest reward is the fact that we will become what our creator intends us to become.  It is being made in the image of the likeness of Christ.  When we will be like Him, we will be qualified to share with Him in the inheritance, and to work with Him in important positions of high responsibility over the whole universe.  Our rewards are a continuation of our responsibilities begun on earth.”
	Iosif Ton

“I cannot think of a final divine reckoning which shall assign the same rank in glory, the same degree of joy to a lazy, apathetic and unfruitful Christian as to an ardent, devoted, self-denying Christian.”
	A.J. Gordon

“If this life is a training ground for greater responsibilities – believers will be thoroughly judged. And when eternity begins they will differ in glory as lightbulbs differ in brightness.”
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