Salvation Is Free But Eternal Rewards Are Earned
2 Corinthians 5:1-10
Part 2

A quick review . . .

1. The gift of salvation is by grace alone through faith alone in Christ alone. 

2. At the Judgement Seat of Christ, God will reward His children for the things they have done on earth.

3. Remember though – since heaven is perfect, no believer will be jealous, envious, or unfulfilled in heaven.

When it comes to heaven – none of us deserve to be there.

“I’ll be content in the sit in the back row.”

From the text . . .

1. This mortal body will give way to a resurrected body – 5:1-4

“But let me reveal to you a wonderful secret. We will not all die, but we will all be transformed! It will happen in a moment, in the blink of an eye, when the last trumpet is blown. For when the trumpet sounds, those who have died will be raised to live forever. And we who are living will also be transformed. For our dying bodies must be transformed into bodies that will never die; our mortal bodies must be transformed into immortal bodies.”
1 Corinthians 15:51-53

2. God is the one who will do this – 5:5

3. Confident here (earth) but want to be there (heaven) – 5:6-8

“You love Him even though you have never seen Him. Though you do not see Him now you trust him; and you rejoice with a glorious, inexpressible joy.
1 Peter 1:8
4. Our ultimate purpose while we are here – 5:9

5. What we do here (on earth) will be judged over there (in heaven) – 5:10




How will be judged?

1. We will be judged with fairness.

2. We will be judged completely.

“appear” – “to be made manifest” – “to be turned inside out”

“to be laid bare, to be stripped of every outward façade of respectability, and openly revealed in the full reality of one’s character.  All of our hypocrisies and concealments, all our secret, intimate sins of thought and deed, will be open to the scrutiny of Christ.”

“The time is coming when everything that is covered up will be revealed, and all that is secret will be made known to all.  Whatever you have said in the dark will be heard in the light, and what you have whispered behind closed doors will be shouted from the housetops for all to hear!”
Luke 12:2-3

“So don’t make judgments about anyone ahead of time—before the Lord returns. For he will bring our darkest secrets to light and will reveal our private motives. Then God will give to each one whatever praise is due.”
1 Corinthians 4:5

In the presence of Christ – our outer character will give way 
to the reality of our inner character.

3. We will be judged with impartiality.

 “there is no partiality with God.”
	Romans 2:11

4. We be judged up close and personally.

“But as for you, why do you judge your brother or sister? Or you as well, why do you regard your brother or sister with contempt? For we will all appear before the judgment seat of God. For it is written: ‘As I live, says the Lord, to Me every knee will bow, and every tongue will give praise to God.’  So then each one of us will give an account of himself to God.”	
Romans 14:10-12

How many of you know that it is better for you to sing with a group rather than sing alone?

5. We will be judged with grace.


“Then each man’s praise will come to him from God.”
	1 Corinthians 4:5


Crowns will be rewarded . . . 

1. To those who have served with focus – the Victor’s Crown.

“All athletes are disciplined in their training. They do it to win a prize that will fade away, but we do it for an eternal prize.  So I run with purpose in every step. I am not just shadowboxing. I discipline my body like an athlete, training it to do what it should. Otherwise, I fear that after preaching to others I myself might be disqualified.”
1 Corinthians 9:25-27

2. To those who have brought others to Christ – the Crown of Rejoicing.

“After all, what gives us hope and joy, and what will be our proud reward and crown as we stand before our Lord Jesus when he returns? It is you!”
1 Thessalonians 2:19

3. To those who long for heaven – the Crown of Righteousness.

“And now the prize awaits me—the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give me on the day of his return. And the prize is not just for me but for all who eagerly look forward to his appearing.”
2 Timothy 4:8 

4. To those who have kept the faith in times of persecution, temptation, and even martyrdom - the Crown of Life.

“Don’t be afraid of what you are about to suffer. The devil will throw some of you into prison to test you. You will suffer for ten days. But if you remain faithful even when facing death, I will give you the crown of life.”
	Revelation 2:10

“God blesses those who patiently endure testing and temptation. Afterward they will receive the crown of life that God has promised to those who love him.
	James 1:12

5. To those who have been faithful shepherds of God’s people – the Crown of Glory.

 “And when the Great Shepherd appears, you will receive a crown of never-ending glory and honor.”
	1 Peter 5:4
The Reward of Responsibility . . .  

God rewards His children with increased and valuable roles of responsibility in Heaven.

“His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master’s happiness!’”
	Matthew 25:23


What will be rewarded?

1. A joyful acceptance of persecution.

“Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me. Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.
	 Matthew 5:11-12

2. Financial generosity.

“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and vermin destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moths and vermin do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.
	Matthew 6:19-21

3. Hospitality.

“Then Jesus said to his host, ‘When you give a luncheon or dinner, do not invite your friends, your brothers or sisters, your relatives, or your rich neighbors; if you do, they may invite you back and so you will be repaid. But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, and you will be blessed. Although they cannot repay you, you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.’”
	Luke 14:12-14

4. The spiritual disciplines (prayer and fasting).

“But when you pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you . . . But when you fast, anoint your head and wash your face, that your fasting may not be seen by others but by your Father who is in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you.”
 	Matthew 6:6, 17-18


5. Faithfulness in our jobs.

“Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for human masters, since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving.”
	Colossians 3:22-24

6. Loving the unlovable. 

“But love your enemies, do good to them, and lend to them without expecting to get anything back. Then your reward will be great, and you will be children of the Most High, because he is kind to the ungrateful and wicked.”
	Luke 6:35

7. Believing the right thing.

“For many deceivers have gone out into the world, those who do not confess the coming of Jesus Christ in the flesh. Such a one is the deceiver and the antichrist. Watch yourselves, so that you may not lose what we have worked for, but may win a full reward. 
              2 John 1:7-8

8. Investing in other people. 

“For what is our hope, our joy, or the crown in which we will glory in the presence of our Lord Jesus when he comes? Is it not you?”
	1 Thessalonians 2:19

9. Acceptance of suffering.
“These have come so that the proven genuineness of your faith—of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire—may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed.”
	1 Peter 1:7
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