[bookmark: _GoBack]“I would have pulled Joseph out. Out of that pit. Out of that prison. Out of that pain. And I would have cheated nations out of the one God would use to deliver them from famine.

I would have pulled David out. Out of Saul’s spear-throwing presence. Out of the caves he hid away in. Out of the pain of rejection. And I would have cheated Israel out of a God-hearted king.

I would have pulled Esther out. Out of being snatched from her only family. Out of being placed in a position she never asked for. Out of the path of a vicious, power-hungry foe. And I would have cheated a people out of the woman God would use to save their very lives.

And I would have pulled Jesus off. Off of the cross. Off of the road that led to suffering and pain. Off of the path that would mean nakedness and beatings, nails and thorns. And I would have cheated the entire world out of a Savior. Out of salvation. Out of an eternity filled with no more suffering and no more pain.

And oh friend. I want to pull you out. I want to change your path. I want to stop your pain. But right now I know I would be wrong. I would be out of line. Because God knows. He knows the good this pain will produce. He knows the beauty this hardship will grow. He’s watching over you and keeping you even in the midst of this. And He’s promising you that you can trust Him. Even when it all feels like more than you can bear.”
 Kimberly Henderson of Proverbs 31 Ministries

A trial could be the best thing that has ever happened to you.

Painful Trial – Profitable Transformation
Job 23:10
Hebrews 12:5-11


5 Truths To Treasure When Life Is Hard
(Starting on Easter Sunday)

I will not fear because always God is with me – Deuteronomy 31:8
I will not doubt because always God is in control – Proverbs 3:5-6
I will not despair because always God is good– Romans 8:28
I will not falter because always God watches -  1 Corinthians 10:13
I will not fail because always God wins – Isaiah 54:17


“But He knows the way that I take; when He has tested (tried) me, I shall come forth as gold.”
	Job 23:10


From Job 23:10 . . .

1. God knows me and sees me in this trial.

2. God knows when the trial will begin and when it will end.

For a trial to be purposeful, we have 
to stay under it and in it until God accomplishes what He wants through it.

3. It is God who ordains and allows trials in our lives.

“Then the Lord said to Satan, ‘Have you considered My servant Job, that there is none like him on the earth, a blameless and upright man, one who fears God and shuns evil?’”
	Job 1:8

4. God will refine you to purify you.

Satan’s purpose in a trial is to buffet you and trip you up – 
God’s purpose is to build you and transform you.

5. Many things that make no sense now will make sense later.

“Faith means believing in advance what will only make sense in reverse.”
	Philip Yancey

6. God has the right to deal with us any way He chooses.

“trial” . . .
	to prove by testing
an event that demonstrates the genuineness of your faith in Christ
	a circumstance that refines the quality of your spiritual life
A trial is a painful, long lasting circumstance God ordains or allows
for the purpose of changing my conduct and my character.

Conduct – the actions I take
Character – the attitude I have

“discipline” means “to teach or instruct” and “to correct through hardship and affliction”

Discipline in the Bible is not simply related to the correction of character 
but also related to the perfection of character.

“For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men, teaching (disciplining) us . . .”  Titus 2:11, 12
Discipline happens as a form of a trial to teach and instruct us.

“Before I was afflicted I went astray but now I obey Your word . . . It was good for me to be afflicted so that I may learn Your decrees.”
	Psalm 119:67,71

5 And have you forgotten the exhortation that addresses you as sons?

“My son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord,
    nor be weary when reproved by him.

6 For the Lord disciplines the one he loves,
    and chastises every son whom he receives.”

7 It is for discipline that you have to endure. God is treating you as sons. For what son is there whom his father does not discipline? 8 If you are left without discipline, in which all have participated, then you are illegitimate children and not sons. 9 Besides this, we have had earthly fathers who disciplined us and we respected them. Shall we not much more be subject to the Father of spirits and live? 10 For they disciplined us for a short time as it seemed best to them, but he disciplines us for our good, that we may share his holiness. 11 For the moment all discipline seems painful rather than pleasant, but later it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness to those who have been trained by it.”
		Hebrews 12:5-11

Hebrews 12:5-11 . . .

1. We must not take the trial lightly – 12:5 

2. We must see the trial as a sign of God’s love – 12:6

 “God’s love is a perfecting love, not a pampering love.”

God’s love is not a love that cuddles and leaves us as we are –
God’s love is a love that corrects us and conforms us to the greater image of Christ.

God’s trials (even His divine discipline) are never triggered by God’s anger only His love.

Our pain is not the effect of God’s hate, but of God’s love.

“I can’t see all the reasons God allowed this when I know He could have stopped it . . . I don’t like how His plan looks from my perspective right now, but knowing that He loves me and can see the world from start to finish helps me to say, ‘It’s OK.’”
	Lisa Beamer

3. We must see the trial as evidence that we have a real relationship to God – 12:7-10

When it comes to trials – those who grow the most 
will resist the least.

4. We must see trial as painful but also profitable and backed by a promise – 12:11

God has the right to do all things and God does all things right.
Everything that God does, He does for His glory and my good.

My Father’s way may twist and turn
My heart may throb and ache,
But in my soul I’m glad to know,
He maketh no mistake.

My cherished plans may go astray,
My hopes may fade away,
But still I’ll trust my Lord to lead,
For He doth know the way.

Tho’ night be dark and it may seem
That day will never break,
I’ll pin my faith, my all, in Him,
He maketh no mistake.
There’s so much now I cannot see,
My eyesight’s far too dim,
But come what may,
I’ll simply trust and leave it all to Him.

For by and by the mist will lift,
And plain it all He’ll make,
Through all the way, tho’ dark to me,
He made not one mistake.



