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God promises us that . . .

1. He is always present therefore I will not fear being alone in the present or the unknown of the future.  (Deuteronomy 3:18)

2. He is always in control therefore I will not doubt when my circumstances seem overwhelming. (Proverbs 3:5-6)

3. He is always good therefore I will not despair when life itself is not good. (Romans 8:28)

4. He is always faithful therefore will not fall when tempted to give in and give up in my fight against sin.  (1 Corinthians 10:13)

5. He is always triumphant therefore I know how it all ends and I can hang on till the end. (Isaiah 54:17)


Lots of reasons to love Easter . . .

· The empty tomb reveals that God is powerful.

· The empty tomb reveals that God is loving.

· The empty tomb guarantees eternity.

· The empty tomb guarantees security.

The empty tomb reveals that God is faithful to keep His promises.

Easter shouts to us that God is a promise keeper.

 “By His divine power, God has given us everything we need for living a godly life.  We have received all of this by coming to know Him, the one who called us to Himself by means of His marvelous grace and excellence.  And because of His glory and excellence He has given us exceedingly great and precious promises . . .”
	 2 Peter 1:3-4 





Context of the text:

· Peters 2nd letter to a group of second generation Christians that have lost their spiritual passion.

· Trials, suffering, hardship and persecution has become commonplace.


Reminders from the text:

1. We have all we need for every struggle we encounter.

“God has given us everything we need for living a godly life.”

“By His divine power, God has given us . . .”

2. When we doubt we have all we need we need to go back to promises of God.

“He has given us great and precious promises”

“great” comes “mega” meaning “exceedingly outstanding”

“precious” means “prized or valuable”

“The pathway of life is strewn so thickly with the promises of God that it is impossible to take one step without treading upon them.”
	John Bunyan

“The Lord is faithful to all His promises . . .”
	Psalm 145:13

“T” and “P” letters found in the margin of D.L. Moody’s Bible
“T” meant “Tried”
“P” meant “Proved”


Why are the promises of God so great?

1. Because they come from God.

At stake - on the line of every promise – 
is the character of the Promiser.

 “When God made His promise to Abraham, He backed it all the way, putting His own reputation on the line . . .When people make promises they guarantee them by appeal to some authority above them so that if there is any question that they will make good on the promise, the authority will back them up.  When God wanted to guarantee His promises, He gave His word, a rock solid guarantee – God can’t break His word.  And because He cannot change, the promise is likewise unchangeable . . . It is an unbreakable spiritual lifeline, reaching past all appearances right to the very presence of God.”
	Hebrews 6:13-20

Holding on to God’s promises is one of the closest ways we get to actually holding on to God.

 “He said to them, ‘The Son of Man’ is going to be betrayed into the hands of men.  They will kill Him and after three days He will rise.”
	Mark 9:30 

2. They address the great issues of life.

“God has given us everything we need for living a godly life.”  

“I would have despaired if I had not believed that I would see the goodness of God in the land of the living.”
	Psalm 27:13


God’s promises are greater than . . .

1. Human wisdom.

“A fool takes no pleasure in understanding, but only in expressing his opinion.”
	Proverbs 18:2

2. Your own will-power.

Because He offers himself I don’t have to rely on myself.

3. Wallowing in self-pity.

“You will keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on You, because he trusts in You.”
	Isaiah 26:3


Promise #1:  God is always present therefore
 I will not fear being alone in the present or fear the unknown of the future.

“It is the Lord who goes before you.  He will be with you; He will not leave you or forsake you. Do not be afraid or dismayed.”
Deuteronomy 31:8

While you cannot keep fear from knocking at your door – 
you don’t have to answer it when you have God’s promises.

 “You did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear.”
	Romans 8:15

 “God has not given us a spirit of fear but of power and love and self-control.”
	2 Timothy 1:7

“For He has said, ‘I will never leave you nor forsake you.  So we can confidently say, ‘The Lord is my helper; I will not fear; what can man do to me?”
	Hebrews 13:5-6


Concerning God being with us . . .

1. You can’t hide from God (why would you?) as He is everywhere.

I can never escape from your Spirit!
    I can never get away from your presence!
If I go up to heaven, you are there;
    if I go down to the grave, you are there.
If I ride the wings of the morning,
    if I dwell by the farthest oceans,
even there your hand will guide me,
    and your strength will support me.
Psalm 139:7-10

2. Since God is with us – He is also for us.

“What shall we say about such wonderful things as these? If God is for us, who can ever be against us?”
Romans 8:31

“Best of all – God is with us.”
John Wesley’s last words



