
“We human beings are forgetful by nature.  We forget our Maker.  We forget His character and His promises.  Adam chose to forget the goodness of God in giving him the freedom and pleasure to eat from every tree of the garden, bar one (Genesis 2:15-17).  After the flood, Noah forgets the righteousness of God that he had preached about prior to the flood:  he became drunk and is defiled by his sons (Genesis 9:20-25).  In Canaan, Abraham forgets the promise of God that he would provide him a son from Sarah’s womb; instead, he takes matters into his own hands with Hagar (Genesis 16:1-6).  Israel forgets God’s promises to be with them as He leads them out of Egypt; they complain of his absence in the wilderness (Exodus 17:7).  And the list goes on . . . No wonder it not surprising to find commands in the Old and New Testament to “remember” what God has done for us, is doing for us, and will do for us.  ‘Bless the Lord . . . and forget not all his benefits’ (Psalm 103:2).”
	Jonathan Gibson in O Sacred Head

The Promises God Keeps
Deuteronomy 31:8
Proverbs 3:5-6

The principles that set the parameters of Biblical promises:

1. General promises – given to every believer in every age.

“If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”
1 John 1:9

“Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; 7 and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.”
Philippians 4:7

2. Specific promises – given to specific individuals at specific times.

 “then I will establish the throne of your kingdom over Israel forever, as I promised David your father, saying, ‘You shall not fail to have a man on the throne of Israel.’”
1 Kings 9:5 

3. Unconditional promises – God always does His part even if you don’t do your part.

4. Conditional promise – God’s does His part and you do your part.

“If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”
1 John 1:9

The theology behind the promises of God:

1. God cannot break His word.

“The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God will stand forever.”
	Isaiah 40:8

“Not one word has failed of all the good things that the Lord your God promised concerning you.  All have come to pass for you; not one of them has failed.”
	Joshua 23:14

2. God cannot lie.

“in which it is impossible for God to lie, we who have fled for refuge might have strong encouragement to hold fast to the hope set before us.”
	Hebrews 6:17-18

“God is truth!  He invented truth and everything about Him is truth.  It is impossible for God to lie – that’s an aspect of God’s unbreakable attributes – one of the things God cannot and therefore will not do.”

 “Satan is a liar and the father of lies.”
John 8:44
The promises of God are unchangeable words
 from an unchangeable God.

Promise #1:  God is always present therefore I will not fear being alone in the present or fear the unknown of the future.

“It is the Lord who goes before you.  He will be with you; He will not leave you or forsake you. Do not be afraid or dismayed.”
Deuteronomy 31:8

1. Fear is a universal emotion and a spiritual problem.  

2. While you cannot keep fear from knocking at your door – you don’t have to answer it when you have God’s promises.

3. Fear is a contradiction of faith.

 “You did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear.”
	Romans 8:15

 “God has not given us a spirit of fear but of power and love and self-control.”
	2 Timothy 1:7
 
4. The antidote to fear is an intentional embrace of God’s promise that declares that of His presence is with you.

5. Since God is with us – He is also for us.

“What shall we say about such wonderful things as these? If God is for us, who can ever be against us?”
Romans 8:31

Promise #2:
He is always in control therefore I will not doubt when my circumstances seem overwhelming. 

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding.  In all of your ways acknowledge Him, and He will make your paths straight.”
	Proverbs 3:5-6

Six key words . . .

1. Trust

“trust” means “to lean with the full body,” “to lay upon,” 
“to rest the full weight upon,” “to lie helpless”

“It pictures a servant waiting for the master’s command in readiness to obey, or a defeated soldier yielding himself to the conquering general.” 
	 Warren Wiersbe

2. Heart
If trust in God is to be true, it must be complete.

3. Lean
“lean” means to rest upon something for support

4. Understanding

5. Acknowledge

“acknowledge” means to know deeply and intimately

“In all your ways know God intimately and deeply and personally.”

6. Direct
He will remove the obstacles if they need to be removed.

He will fill in the potholes if they need to be filled.

He will redirect the detour so that what seemed to be a dead-end turns out 
to be the shortest way to reach your destination.


Sovereignty

We have a God who is in complete control.

What is under God’s control?

1. Sickness and disabilities are under God’s control.

 “Who has made man's mouth? Who makes him mute, or deaf, or seeing, or blind? Is it not I, the LORD?   
	Exodus 4:11

2. The formation of life itself in under God’s control.

 “The LORD had closed Hannah’s womb.”
	1 Samuel 1:5  

3. Nature is under God’s control.

By the breath of God ice is given, 
and the broad waters are frozen fast. 
He loads the thick cloud with moisture; 
the clouds scatter his lightning. 
They turn around and around by his guidance, 
to accomplish all that he commands them
 on the face of the habitable world. 
Whether for correction or for His land or for love, 
He causes it to happen. 
Job 37:10-13  

4. The tiniest and largest creatures are under God’s control.

“I will send hornets before you, which shall drive out the nations.”
	Exodus 23:28  

“The Lord appointed a great fish to swallow up Jonah.” 
Jonah 1:17

“God appointed a worm that attacked the plant, so that it withered.”
	Jonah 4:7

5. The death of birds (and the amount of hair you have on your head) are under God’s control.

“Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? And not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. But even the hairs of your head are all numbered. Fear not, therefore; you are of more value than many sparrows.”
	Matthew 10:29-31 

In America alone, 13.7 million birds fall to the ground each day – 
5 billion birds a year die in one country.

6. Kings and rulers are under the control of God.

 “who brings princes to nothing, and makes the rulers of the earth as emptiness. Scarcely are they planted, scarcely sown, scarcely has their stem taken root in the earth, when he blows on them, and they wither, and the tempest carries them off like stubble.”
	Isaiah 40:23-24   

“The king's heart is a stream of water in the hand of the LORD; He turns it wherever He will.”
	Proverbs 21:1

7. Satan and his minions are under God’s control.

“The LORD said to Satan, “Behold, all that he has is in your hand. Only against him do not stretch out your hand.”  
	Job 1:12

8. Seemingly random events are under God’s control.

“We may throw the dice, but the Lord determines how they fall.”
	Proverbs 16:33

9. Our daily activities are under God’s control.

“The heart of man plans his way, but the LORD establishes his steps.”
	Proverbs 16:9  

10. Life and death are under God’s control.

“There is no god beside me; I kill and I make alive; I wound and I heal; and there is none that can deliver out of my hand.” 
Deuteronomy 32:39

11. The voluntary sinful decisions of others are under God’s control.

“As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to bring it about that many people should be kept alive, as they are today.”
	Genesis 50:20   

God is in control over all things – and that is why we trust Him!!

"My counsel shall stand, and I will accomplish all My purpose.”
	Isaiah 46:10  

"God works all things according to the counsel of His will.”
	Ephesians 1:11

“I know that you can do anything, and no one can stop you.”
	Job 42:2

Consider reevaluating your painful memories and your present difficulties
 in light of God’s sovereignty!

You’ll never persevere through pain unless 
you believe that God is still in control when life hurts.

We can confidently say . . .

· No circumstance of your life is outside of His control. 

“The circumstances surrounding our lives are no accident: they may be the work of evil, but that evil is held firmly within the mighty hand of our sovereign God.  All difficulty is subject to Him, and difficulty cannot touch His children unless He permits it.”
	Margaret Clarkson
	
· You can have confidence that God is using your circumstances His glory and for your good. 

“And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called according to his purpose.”
		Romans 8:28
[bookmark: _GoBack]
