
The Promises God Keeps
Promise #3
1 Corinthians 10:13

Promise #1:  God’s answer to fear – the continual presence of God.

Promise #2:  God’s answer to unwelcomed and unexpected circumstances – the sovereignty of God.

Promise #3:  God’s answer to temptation – the faithfulness of God to always provide a way of escape and endurance.

“No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man. God is faithful, and He will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation He will also provide the way of escape, that you may be able to endure it.” 
1 Corinthians 10:13

Because of this promise of God -  every temptation is escapable . . . 
small temptations
big temptations
daytime temptations
nighttime temptations
familiar temptations
foreign temptations
inward temptations
outward temptations.

“All along the hallway, God builds a doorway of escape — even right next to the doorway of sin. And though the door may become harder to enter the farther we travel down the hallway, it is always open for those who will turn the handle.”

God is always faithful therefore I will not falter when tempted to give in or give up in my fight against sin.

“falter” – is a sober word that describes a person slipping down, going under, giving up and losing the battle
While temptation in this world is unavoidable – 
escape is always available.

In dealing with temptation remember that . . .

1. Whatever pressure or pull we feel to sin, saints past and present have felt the same.

What temptation is and what it is not . . .

· Temptation is not the same as sin.

 “but each person is tempted when they are dragged away by their own evil desire and enticed. Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, gives birth to death.”
	James 1:14-15

“Sin is crouching at the door, eager to control you. But you must subdue it and be its master."
	Genesis 4:7
Why does this distinction matter?

What we need at the moment of temptation is not to wallow in the depths of despair over our desire to sin, but a strong, faith filled stand against the temptation.

· Sin requires forgiveness – temptation requires deliverance.

Consider several things before giving into temptation . . .

· Consider the guilt it will bring.

“When I kept silent, my bones grew old through my groaning all the day long . . . My vitality was turned into the drought of summer.”
Psalm 32:3 - 4

· Consider the future consequences to your life and your soul.

“But exhort one another daily, while it is still called ‘Today’ lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin.”
Hebrews 3:13
Sin promises joy but brings pain.
Sin promises happiness but brings shame.
Sin promises life but brings death. 
Sin promises freedom but brings guilt.
Sin promises heaven but brings hell. 
It is always, always a lie.

· Consider the discipline that God may bring into your life.

“My son, do not despise the chastening of the Lord, nor be discouraged when you are rebuked by Him; for whom the Lord loves He chastens, and scourges every son whom He receives.”
Hebrews 12:5, 6

Sin is so serious that God refuses to let His children stay in it.

· Consider that it will take away your usefulness to God.

· Consider that you may not be saved and that it will lead to death.

“While sin—even serious sin—does not necessarily prove that we are unsaved, continuing in sin without any progress against it should stand as a serious warning.”
Tim Challies

2. Escape and endurance is always available.

God will not allow you to be put in a situation 
where you must give in to sin.

You never have to sin.

God will never lead you to a place where your only choice is disobedience.

God given ways of escape . . .

· God might end the trial in the moment of temptation.

· God gives you wisdom to act.

· God gives you strength to persevere.

· God gives you someone to share the burden.

· God gives you a few days of relief. 

“With the temptation God will also provide the way of escape, that you may be able to escape it.” 

“. . . that you may be able to endure it.” 

God’s “way out” does not necessarily remove you from temptation, but it puts you in a position to endure it with grace.

3. God is always faithful.

The waves of temptation, however high or strong, 
have a God-decreed shoreline.
“Because He himself has suffered when tempted, He is able to help those who are being tempted.” 
Hebrews 2:18

“Seeing then that we have a great High Priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. 
For we do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but was in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin. 
Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.”
Hebrews 4:14-16

Blessings associated with temptation . . .

· Temptation sends the soul to prayer. 

“Three times I pleaded with the Lord about this, that it should leave me.” 
2 Corinthians 12:8 
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· Temptation trains us to not commit sin. 

· Temptation decreases pride. 

· Temptation tries what is in the heart. 

· Temptations equip us to comfort others. 

· Temptations stir up God’s fatherly compassion. 

· Temptations make us long for heaven. 

· Temptations engage Christ’s strength. 

“Because He himself has suffered when tempted, He is able to help those who are being tempted.” 
Hebrews 2:18 

“Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness . . . the Spirit – He makes intercession for the saints according to the will of God.” Romans 8:27

“We are more than conquerors through him who loved us.” 
Romans 8:37

