
The Promises God Keeps
Promise #4
Romans 8:28

Promise #1:  God’s answer to fear – the continual presence of God (Deuteronomy 31:8).

Promise #2:  God’s answer to unwelcomed and unexpected circumstances – the sovereignty of God (Proverbs 3:5-6).

Promise #3:  God’s answer to temptation – the faithfulness of God to always provide a way of escape and endurance (1 Corinthians 10:13).

Promise #4:  God’s answer to heartache, pain and the sin of others against us – the goodness of God that always brings about His good when things are not good.

“And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.”
Romans 8:28 (NASB)

If this promise is true, then . . .
It protects us from growing bitter in life.
It keeps us from resentment in life.
It enables us to offer forgiveness and receive forgiveness in this life.
It helps us not to become resentful or cynical in this life.
It provides for us hope that nothing is ever wasted in our lives.


Case Study Extraordinaire - Joseph

“But as for you, you meant it evil against men – but God meant it for good.”
	Genesis 50:20


“I’ve worked much harder, been jailed more often, beaten up more times than I can count, and at death’s door time after time. I’ve been flogged 5 times with the Jews’ 39 lashes, beaten by Roman rods 3 times, pummeled with rocks once. I’ve been shipwrecked 3 times, and immersed in the open sea for a night and a day. In hard traveling year in and year out, I’ve had to ford rivers, fend off robbers, struggle with friends, struggle with foes. I’ve been at risk in the city, at risk in the country, endangered by desert sun and sea storm, and betrayed by those I thought were my brothers. I’ve known drudgery and hard labor, many a long and lonely night without sleep, many a missed meal, blasted by the cold, naked to the weather. And that’s not the half of it, when you throw in the daily pressures and anxieties of all the churches.”
	2 Corinthians 11:22-31
 “Paul was a pain magnet if there ever was one!”
	Chuck Swindoll


Two problems with this verse:

1. It promises something we have trouble believing. 

“And we know . . .”

2. It includes things that we think ought to be left out.

 		“all things work together for good” 

Webster defines “all” as . . . the whole of, the greatest possible . . . every member or individual part of . . . everything . . . any whatever.


We must keep 4 major perspectives in mind:

1. We must begin with God.

It’s a translation thing – where is God in this verse?

“And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to is purpose.”  KJV

“And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.”  NASB


The Bible never asks us to pretend that tragedy
 isn’t tragedy or to pretend that our pain isn’t real

it just asks us to see the active involvement of God.

The darkness is still dark, but He is there and He is still working, 
and that makes all the difference.

“The Lord was with Joseph.”

To know that the Lord is with you in what He has allowed to happen to you keeps you from being overwhelmed by circumstances outside of you. 

2. We must also understand that God is working on our behalf in directing all the circumstances to accomplish their desired end.

We wrongly judge the end by the beginning.

We wrongly judge what we cannot see by what we can see.
We ought to judge the beginning by the end.

 “And we know that God causes all things to work together for good.” 

Every happening in our lives has God’s hand on it.

“But I want you to know brothers and sisters, that what has happened to me has actually served to advance the gospel.  As a result, it has become clear throughout the whole palace guard and to everyone else that I am in chains for Christ.”
	Philippians 1:12-13


“work together” is one word in the Greek – sunergon – in from which we get our English word synergy

Synergy 
is what happens when you put two or more elements together to form something brand new that neither could form separately.

3. We must redefine the meaning of “good.”  

God’s good – making you look like Jesus!!

“For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son” (8:29). 

God is not committed to making you happy and successful. 

God is committed to making you like his Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. 

And whatever it takes to make you more like Jesus is good. 

We don’t focus our attention on our circumstances but on God who controls the circumstances and their purpose in our lives.

4. We must understand the limitations of this verse.

 “those who love God, who have been called according to his purpose.” 

Three final thoughts . . .

1. We can know that nothing happens to us in this life that is outside of His control. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]We know it because we know God, and He has said it.

2. We must not try to explain the unexplainable.

3. We must understand that God’s values are not the same as our values.

Does God know what He is doing? 

Yes, He does, and you know Him, and that is enough.



