Needed: Spiritual Fathers and Mothers
1 Corinthians 4:1-6

To mature in YOUR faith, you must have relationships with those 
who are mature in THEIR faith.

If you are mature in YOUR faith, you need to be coming alongside those 
who want to be mature in THEIR faith.

“I am writing this not to shame you but to warn you as my dear children. Even if you had ten thousand guardians in Christ, you do not have many fathers, for in Christ Jesus I became your father through the gospel. Therefore. I urge you to imitate me.”
1 Corinthians 4:14–16 

[image: Luke, I am your father.]

Every follower of Christ, at some point, plays the role of a 
spiritual parent in somebody else’s life.

Who is a spiritual parent?

A spiritual parent is one who is concerned about 
the spiritual health of another follower of Christ.

How do you become a spiritual parent?

We become spiritual parents by leading someone to Christ.

We become spiritual parents by coming alongside someone who has already come to Christ.

Who can be a spiritual parent?

Men and women can do it.

Both young and old can do it.

Both married and single can do it.


What spiritual parenting requires . . . 

1. Spiritual parenting requires a servant mindset – 4:1-2

 “Don’t imagine us leaders to be something we are not.”

“underower” - slaves who rowed the huge Romans ships down below.


[image: What Does a Coxswain in Rowing Do?]

2. Spiritual parenting requires an attitude of a steward – 4:1

A steward is a servant who manages everything for his master – but who himself owns nothing.


[image: Bermuda Triangle – Location, Myths, History | Dictionary.com]

[image: Area 51: What is it and what goes on there? | Space]

[image: What happened to the 'vanished' colonists at Roanoke? | Live Science]

[image: Significance of Stonehenge | English Heritage]

[image: Monster hunters' wanted in new search for the mythical Loch Ness beast | AP  News]

“the mysteries of God” is a truth hidden in past ages but are now revealed to the people of God

[image: Twinkie - Wikipedia]

[image: Yellow Cupcakes Recipe: How to Make It]

[image: Vegetables]


[image: Juicy Steak Recipe | HelloFresh]


Spiritual parenting requires you to give what is best to your children –
 not what they think is best.

3. Spiritual parenting embraces the reality of criticism – 4:3-6

4. Spiritual parenting requires self-deflection– 4:6

Earthly leaders are just temporary stand-ins for Jesus.

The relationship you have with people should lead them 
to the greater relationship they can have with Jesus.

[image: The Tethering of Our Faith (To Politics) – dgaskins08]


Do you have a spiritual parent?

Who are you a spiritual parent to?
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