One Bad Apple In The Bunch
(Taking Sin Seriously In The Church)
1 Corinthians 5
Part 2
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Step #1:  Private correction

Step #2:  Small group clarification

Step #3:  Church admonition

At what point would you actually announce the sin to the church?

· When it involves a major and well-known leader (1 Timothy 5:19-20).

· When the sin itself is known throughout the congregation (1 Corinthians 5:1-2).

· When drastic public action must be taken to protect the congregation. (Romans 16:17-20).


What sins especially call for church discipline? 

· Blatant immorality (I Corinthians 5)

· Serious false doctrine (Romans 16:17-20)

· Divisive behavior (Titus 3:10)

Step #4:  Church exclusion


4 reasons why excommunication is important:

1. For the sake of the sinning brother – 5:5

2. For the sake of other believers – 5:6-7

3. For the sake of Christ – 5:7–8 

Christ died to get rid of sin.

What’s it like when his church comes to worship him with members engaging in the very things he died for?

You shouldn’t lift your hands in worship to Him if your life is raising its fist in defiance of him.

4. For the sake of the outside world – 5:9–10 

 “For where two or three are gathered in my name (to do this), there am I among them.” 
Matthew 18:20 


Some common objections . . .  

1. “But aren’t we to be the friends of sinners? Wasn’t Jesus known as ‘the friend of sinners’?” 

Often times we separate ourselves from those outside the church 
but tolerate sin inside the church.

2.  “Shouldn’t our church be a hospital for the spiritually sick?” 

3. “You only pick on certain sins.” 

It’s not the KIND of sin that’s the issue here – 
it's the POSTURE toward that sin.

4. “Who are you to say this or that is wrong . . . doesn’t your Bible say, “Judge not?” 

Church discipline maintains a posture of reconciliation, 
not condemnation.


Church discipline always has three great purposes at heart:

1. To preserve the purity of the church.

2. To protect the honor of Jesus Christ.

3. To restore the erring believer.


So whatever happened to this guy from 1 Corinthians 5?
We have an answer in 2 Corinthians 2.

What marks are genuine evidence of godly sorrow and repentance?
A humble and contrite spirit.
A refusal to blame others.
Accepting full personal responsibility.
Willing to suffer consequences.
Anger replaced by tears.
Willing to follow godly counsel.
Eager to make restitution.


From 2 Corinthians 2 . . .

1. The punishment is sufficient – 2:5-6

2. Prove your love by forgiving him and moving on – 2:7-11

By exposing the erring brother to the pain of separation, you allow God the opportunity to work through the pain in order to bring him back to God and to the church.

“As our Western world lapses more and more into an unChristian perspective, and as human behavior is increasingly gauged by pagan standards, it will become necessary for Christian leaders to raise the standard of holiness and Christian discipline higher. For to rationalize sin and not confront it will be to sow the seeds of ultimate destruction for congregations.”

