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Deuteronomy 6:1-9
Psalm 78:1-8

O my people, listen to my instructions.
    Open your ears to what I am saying . . .
I will teach you hidden lessons from our past—
stories we have heard and known,
    stories our ancestors handed down to us.
We will not hide these truths from our children;
    we will tell the next generation
about the glorious deeds of the Lord,
    about His power and His mighty wonders.
For He issued his laws to Jacob;
    he gave his instructions to Israel.
He commanded our ancestors
    to teach them to their children,
so the next generation might know them—
    even the children not yet born—
    and they in turn will teach their own children.
So each generation should set its hope anew on God,
    not forgetting His glorious miracles
    and obeying His commands.
Then they will not be like their ancestors—
    stubborn, rebellious, and unfaithful,
    refusing to give their hearts to God.
Psalm 78:1-8

Psalm 78, the second longest Psalm, is considered . . .

1.  An historical psalm.

2. An instructive psalm.

3. A relevant psalm.


“Children need more than just a family that gives them unconditional love and acceptance – they need the church to give them a sense of belonging.”
	Reggie Joyner in Parenting Beyond Your Capacity




A mass exodus is underway . . .

Research shows that religious activity in the adolescent years does not translate into spiritual commitment as they move into their 20’s and 30’s.

61% of today’s young adults – who attended church as a child and student – 
are now spiritually disengaged.

Nearly 70% of “Christian” students are leaving the church by their second year of college or being in the work force.

Modern Christianity has a failure rate of around 8 out of 10 when comes to raising children who continue in the faith.

1000 20 to 29 year olds . . .

95% attended church regularly during their elementary and middle school years.
55% attended regularly during high school.

Of the 1000 – only 11% were still going to church 
during their early college and work force years.

“So each generation should set its hope anew on God,
    not forgetting His glorious miracles
    and obeying His commands.”
	Psalm 78:7

The Big Priority:  To build a family of faith we must raise our children to have hope, trust, and confidence in God.

In building a family of faith . . .

1.  We will intentionally teach our children the truth about God – 78:4

“We will not hide these truths from our children;
    we will tell the next generation
about the glorious deeds of the Lord,
    about his power and his mighty wonders.”

 “Right from the start, let’s get one thing straight, a Christian is not sour puss.  I grant that some of them look that way, and act that way but you simply can’t blame God for it.”

“And these words that I command you shall be on your heart.”
	Deuteronomy 6:6
 “View every occasion in life as an opportunity to talk and teach them about God.  Take every opportunity and point them to heaven . . . Jesus was the absolute master of pointing people to God.  He drew spiritual lessons from all the world around Him.  Water, fig trees, mustard seeds, birds, bread, grapes, pearls, wheat and tares, cups and platters, men and women, light and dark, nets, dinners, vineyards, foxes – everything in life opened up a window into divine truth.  All parents are called to do the same thing.  Every flower, every rock, every mountain, the ocean, the sky, the cricket’s chirp, the roaring waterfall, little babies, a puppy, a squirrel, and on and on – all these things make a well-equipped classroom to teach them about God, and to envelop them in the nature of his truth.”
John MacArthur

“You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down and when you rise up.”
	Deuteronomy 6:7

2.  We will intentionally teach our children to trust the faithfulness to God’s Word – 78:5

“For He issued His laws to Jacob;
    He gave His instructions to Israel.
He commanded our ancestors
    to teach them to their children”


What will be the outcome applying these two principles?

1. A legacy is created – 78:6

“so the next generation might know them—
    even the children not yet born—
    and they in turn will teach their own children.”

2. A confidence is embraced – 78:7

“So each generation should set its hope anew on God.”

“Such is the confidence that we have through Christ toward God.  Not that we are sufficient in ourselves to claim anything as coming from us, but our sufficiency is from God, who has made us competent to be ministers of a New Covenant.”
2 Corinthians 3:4-5

3. An obedience is desired – 78:7

“and obeying His commands.”

“Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not depart from it.”
	Proverbs 22:6

“train up”
used to describe the actions of Hebrew mid-wife who after helping to deliver a baby would dip her finger in a paste made of dates and rub it on the gums of the new baby to create thirst and start the baby’s feeding instinct.

4. A spiritual catastrophe is avoided – 78:8

“Then they will not be like their ancestors—
    stubborn, rebellious, and unfaithful,
    refusing to give their hearts to God.

“More than two-thirds of young, churchgoing adults in America drop out of church between the ages of eighteen and twenty-two . . . However, when high school students have two to five people (other than parents) regularly invest in their lives, they are twice as likely to stay engaged in the local church.”
	Reggie Joiner in Parenting Beyond Your Capacity

Parents need help in keeping a God-centered vision of parenting alive.
Parents need motivation to persevere year in and year out.
Parents need encouragement when everything seems to go wrong.
Parents need relief from time to time from the strain of parenting.
Parents need help in boiling down the Book of God into essential truths.
Parents need help in teaching subjects and skills where they lack expertise and time.
Parents need covenant community reinforcement of truth and moral standards.
Parents need solutions to tough problems raised by children.
Parents need camaraderie for the sharing of accumulated wisdom.
Parents need correction when others can see that something is wrong and they can’t.

The breeding ground for children who are confident in God.
The training school for teaching what is true and false in the world.
The boot camp for fitting young soldiers of Christ for the greatest combat of the world.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The fortress of protection in a world that has lost a belief in absolute truth.
The hospital of healing for children and young people who have felt the pain and effects of sin.
The supply for replenishing the young troops who have been challenged each week.
The retreat center for spiritual renewal and rest.
The launching pad for future missionaries aimed at the unreached peoples of the world.



