


Word of God Speak
Nehemiah 8:1-18

The way the people responded to the Word of God (8:1-8) . . . 

· They were eager and hungry to hear it.

· They were attentive to it.

· They were ready to hear it.

· They did more than hear – they understood it (with the help of others).



Observation is seeing what it means.
Interpretation is understanding what it means.
Application is understanding what it means to us.

The outcome of their encounter with the Word of God . . .

· They worshipped.

· They wept.

· They went – (they obeyed.)

 “Blessed rather are those who hear the word of God and keep it.”
	Luke 11:28

Obedience . . .
	
· Is rooted in desire – (8:13)

· Is marked by humility and inconvenience – (8:8,14-17)

“Lord, whatever you want, wherever you want, and whenever you want, that’s what I want.”
	Richard Baxter

“Be obedient even when you do not know where obedience may take you.”
	Sinclair Ferguson


Questions to consider . . .

1. Are you willing to say to the Lord this morning . . . “Whatever you want, wherever you want, and whenever you want, that’s what I want.”

2. In what area of your life do you need to respond in obedience today?
Your response to the Good News
Your language
		Your thought life
		Your lifestyle
		Your vocation

“The Christian life is a lifelong obedience to replacing ungodly patterns and habits with godly ones.
	Tim Challies

		Your commitment to the local church
		Your practice of the spiritual disciplines
		Your willingness to be baptized biblically

“Rest in this – it is His business to lead, command, impel, send or call.  It is your business to obey, follow, move and respond.”
	Jim Elliot	

