The Duty of Dads
Colossians 3:21
Ephesians 6:4

 “A father to the fatherless, a defender of widows, is God in his holy dwelling.” 
	Psalm 68:5

“Guys really want to be good dads more than ever, but they aren’t changing much.  When the good news is combined with the bad, it seems that fatherhood in the United States is poised for either a great awakening or a gory collapse.”
	Joe Maxwell in Dads: The New Endangered Species

Roman Law – Patria Potestas – “the father’s power” . . .

· Roman men were given absolute authority over their families.  

· By law, his children and wife were regarded as his personal property, and he could do with them what he wished.  

· A displeased dad could disown his kids, sell them into slavery, or even kill them if he wished.

· When a child was born, the newborn was placed between the father’s feet - if the father picked up the baby, the child stayed in the home - if he turned and walked away, the child was either left to die or sold at auction.  

“We slaughter a fierce ox; we strangle a mad dog; we plunge a knife into a sick cow.  Children born weak or deformed we drown.”
	Seneca – a contemporary of the Apostle Paul

It’s biologically easy to become a father, 
but biblically challenging to actually “father” our children.

1. The first duty of Dads is a “do not” duty – Colossians 3:21

“Do not provoke your children.”
“Do not exasperate your children.”
“Do not embitter your children.”
“Do not aggravate your children.”

“Fathers, do not provoke or irritate or exasperate your children [with demands that are trivial or unreasonable or humiliating or abusive; nor by favoritism or indifference; treat them tenderly with lovingkindness], so they will not lose heart and become discouraged or unmotivated [with their spirits broken].”
· The present tense of the verb indicates that we are to stop doing something that is common and continuous.  

· This warning is calling dads to avoid anything that will eventually break the spirit of our children.  

“Fathers, do not provoke your children, lest they become discouraged.”  

When we exasperate our kids,
 they can become bitter and bummed out.


Commons ways that Dads exasperate our children . . .

· Overprotection.
 
“Does he not regard us as foreigners?  Not only has he sold us, but he has used up what was paid for us.”
	Genesis 31:15

· Overindulgence

· Favoritism 

· Unrealistic goals 

· Discouragement 

For every time you have to point out something that your kids do wrong, try to equalize it with a word of encouragement.

 “A child learns what he lives.  If he lives with criticism, he does not learn responsibility.  He learns to condemn himself and to find fault with others.  He learns to doubt his own judgment, to disparage his own ability, and to distrust others.  And above all, he learns to live with the continual expectation of impending doom.”
	 Haim Ginott in Between Parent and Child

· Neglect 

· Excessive discipline

· Hypocrisy

· Anger 

“Fathers cause their children’s souls to shrivel into small, hard, angry shells mainly by being like that themselves.  Anger is the cannibal emotion: It eats all the others till none is left. It does this first in fathers, and then this constricted soul is passed on to the children.”
	John Piper

2. The second duty of Dads is a “do” duty – Ephesians 6:4

Georgia Father Jumps on Moving SUV to Save Son in Carjacking

 “I would say it’s cool and brave for my dad to jump on a car and get his arm broken for me.”

“I was beating on the window…just holding on.  The thought never crossed my mind to just let him go.”  

· Enrich

“bring them up” the idea of tutoring and instructing – the idea of training, filling and satisfying

“One way to correct your children is to correct the example you’re setting for them.”

· Educate

“admonition” the idea of a rebuke or a warning – to place before the mind - to counsel about avoidance or cessation of an improper course of conduct

“This word signifies the actions a father takes to give his children the abilities and skills and character to live life to the glory of God. It is not synonymous with teaching. It is more full and more active.”
	John Piper

 “No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful.  Later on, however, it produces a harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have been trained by it.”
	Hebrews 12:11

The purpose of punishment is to inflict penalty and focuses on the past.
The purpose of discipline is to promote growth by looking to the future.

“I do not write these things to make you ashamed, but to admonish you as my beloved children.”

· Evangelize

“A godly father is the unseen spiritual submarine who lurks below the surface of every activity of his child’s life.  A man who has put on the full armor of God and with that armor, goes to warfare on his knees for his children, is a force to be reckoned with…we cannot be with our children 24 hours a day…through our prayers we have the ability to affect situations even when we are not physically present.  You may be undetected but that does not mean you are ineffective.” 
	Steve Farrar in Standing Tall

“He will turn the hearts of the fathers to their children, and the hearts of the children to their fathers; or else I will come and strike the land with a curse.”
	Malachi 4:6
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