
Judge Sues Drycleaners For $67 Million For Losing One Pair Of His Pants

Man Sues Homeless For $1 Million

Man Sues Wife For Donated Kidney

Girls Sued For Baking Cookies

Man Sues Because Women Didn’t Materialize


A Sue Happy Society (And Church!)
1 Corinthians 6:1-8

Lawsuits and Lawyers:

· U.S. has more lawyers per capita than any other country; there are presently more than 1.1 million practicing attorneys in the U.S. 

· The highest concentration of attorneys (25%) are located between New York and Virginia.

· Frivolous lawsuits alone cost the U.S. $200 billion dollars a year! 

What does God say to Christians about lawsuits?
 
Paul’s counsel by inspiration of the Holy Spirit deals with civil matters . . . 

· when it involves monetary compensation or restitution and 

· when it’s within an individual’s power to take someone to court or not.


Misunderstanding #1
Judges in the world are more competent to arbitrate disputes 
between Christians than saints in the church – 6:1-5

Misunderstanding #2
Christians suing Christians won’t have any impact on their witness – 6:6

“Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us.” 
		1 Peter 2:12  
Misunderstanding #3
We are entitled – 6:7-8

The entitlement mentality is defined as a sense of deservingness or special treatment when little or nothing has been done to deserve special treatment.

“Generation Me: Why Today's Young Americans Are More Confident, Assertive, Entitled — and More Miserable than Ever Before.” 

Entitlement runs counter to Christianity.

Christianity is about forgiveness – putting the other person first – not playing the victim card.

Christianity is about giving up your rights for the good of someone else.

“Bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you. If someone strikes you on one cheek, turn to him the other also. If someone takes your cloak, do not stop him from taking your tunic. Give to everyone who asks you, and if anyone takes what belongs to you, do not demand it back. Do to others as you would have them do to you.” 
		Luke 6:27-31 

Jesus is saying that Christians should be willing to be wronged without having to retaliate.
  
Misunderstanding #4
God can’t take care of an injustice done to me.
 
“When they hurled their insults at Him, He did not retaliate; when He suffered, He made no threats. Instead, He entrusted himself to Him who judges justly." 
1 Peter 2:23

Sometimes we simply give up our right to be right 
because we know that ultimately God will make it right.

Every Christian should ask the following questions before they consider entering into the process of a lawsuit.
Is the other person a Christian?
Can the church arbitrate this situation?
How will this affect my witness?
Should I take the higher ground and forgive the debt?
Do I believe that God has to power to make things right on my behalf?
 



Final points to ponder:

1. A godly Christian who has a grasp of the Scripture is more adequate to act as a mediator in a dispute between Christians than any judge in the secular court system.

2. [bookmark: _GoBack]There is a big impact on a Christian’s witness when they bring a suit against another Christian, or another person for that matter. 

3. Reject the common perception that entitlement is your right, and understand that entitlement runs contrary to the Gospel.

4. Allow room for God to work out the details of judgment, in His time and in His way. 


