The Biblical and Beautiful Significance of Sex
1 Corinthians 6:9-20
The context of the text . . .

· Corinth was a highly sexualized society. 

· The church at Corinth was justifying their sexual sin.

psychosomatic unity - our soul (psycho) and body (soma) are one; 
you can’t neatly separate one from the other.

Therefore, sex is far from a meaningless physical activity. 
Sex has an extremely spiritual dimension to it.

From the text . . .

1. Popular beliefs do not guide followers of Christ – 6:11-13

“‘All things are lawful for me’ but not all things are helpful.  ‘All thing are lawful for me’ but I will not be dominated by anything.  ‘Food is meant for the stomach and the stomach for food’ – and God will destroy both one and the other.  The body is not meant for sexual immorality but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body.”
	1 Corinthians 6:11-13  

The Corinthian lie: 

· Sex is just physical – it’s like any other biological need.

· What you do with your body has no bearing on your soul. 

Modern version of ancient thought . . .

“Casual sex between consenting adults doesn’t hurt anybody.”

“We just had some fun for a while. We were both lonely. 
No big deal. There were no strings attached.”

“It was just a little harmless affair to break up the monotony
We both agreed; it was nothing serious.”

“I don’t even know your name, it doesn’t matter. You’re my experimental game, it’s just human nature.” 
	Katy Perry
“I know sex without love is an empty experience; but as empty experiences go, it's one of the best.”
	Woody Allen

“I should be able to love whomever I want. God doesn’t care about who you should have sex with. Love is love. Just figure out what works for you. What God really cares about is that you are a good, honest person, that you love people, and that you are happy.”

2. Sexual intimacy is both physical and spiritual – 6:13-17

“However, the body is not for sexual immorality but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. God raised up the Lord (Jesus) and will also raise us up by his power. Don’t you know that your bodies are a part of Christ’s body? So should I take a part of Christ’s body and make it part of a prostitute? Absolutely not! Don’t you know that anyone joined to a prostitute is one body with her? For Scripture says, ‘The two will become one flesh.’ But anyone joined to the Lord is one spirit with him.” 
	1 Corinthians 6:13-17

If sex is JUST physical . . . 

why is rape so much more psychologically damaging 
than other forms of physical violence?

why is it that when a child experiences sexual abuse, 
it can be so difficult to shake off, even after becoming an adult?

 why is adultery so hard to get over?

why is that one sin so hard to forgive and forget?

why is it that many people’s deepest regrets are sexual?


Spiritual truths related to the truth about sex . . .

1. God created the soul and body to function as one.

2. Christ died to redeem our bodies.

3. God designed sex to re-enact the most intimate parts of our relationship with Him.
	
Every part of marriage and sex illustrates the love and nature of God.

Sex (and intimacy) is sacred.
“Sex outside of marriage is not a sin because it is so bad, but because it’s so good.” 
	Tim Keller

“Flee sexual immorality.”
	1 Corinthians 6:18

“And that is what some of you were. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.”
	1 Corinthians 6:11


When you accept Christ: 

· He washes you, He takes away your guilt. 

· He sanctifies you – “set you apart.” 

· He justifies you – removes your guilt before God. 

“Or do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have from God?  You are not your own, for you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body.”
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