Contentment
1 Corinthians 7:17-24

“Only let each person lead the life that the Lord has assigned to him, and to which God has called him. This is my rule in all the churches. “
	1 Corinthians 7:17

“Each of you should continue to live in whatever situation the Lord has placed you, and remain as you were when God first called you.”

Contentment . . .

· Is the belief that you have everything you need at this present moment.

· Is the confidence that if you needed anything else, God would provide it.

· Is the certainty that when you need anything else, God will provide it.

· Is being satisfied with what you have instead of what you don’t have.

· Is a calm acceptance of your present place in life knowing that God has you where you are for a purpose.

To be discontent . . .
would mean that you want to be somewhere else other than where the sovereign hand of God has placed you at this point.

would mean that you want to have more than the sovereign hand of God 
has chosen to give you at this point.

From the text . . .

1. Stay put!

“Each one should remain in the condition in which he was called.”
	1 Corinthians 7:20

“Brothers, in whatever condition each was called, there let him remain with God.”
	1 Corinthians 7:24




“Was anyone at the time of his call already circumcised? Let him not seek to remove the marks of circumcision. Was anyone at the time of his call uncircumcised? Let him not seek circumcision.  For neither circumcision counts for anything nor uncircumcision, but keeping the commandments of God. Each one should remain in the condition in which he was called.  Were you a bondservant when called? Do not be concerned about it. (But if you can gain your freedom, avail yourself of the opportunity.) For he who was called in the Lord as a bondservant is a freedman of the Lord. Likewise, he who was free when called is a bondservant of Christ.”
	1 Corinthians 7:18-22

Godly contentment is not just a resignation to circumstances but a resolve to live with them or above them (all by God’s grace).

“Contentment means not being battered around by difficult circumstances or people, and not being wrongly seduced by prosperity, because our life is centered on a living relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ. So no matter what happens to us or what others do to us, we have the steady assurance that the Lord is for us and He will not forsake us.”
	Steven Cole

“I am not saying this because I am in need, for I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances.  I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want.  I can do all this through him who gives me strength.”
	Philippians 4:11-13

Contentment is possible because God’s strength is available.

Contentment is possible because God has charge over every circumstance of my life.

2. Stay dependent! 

“So brothers, in whatever condition each was called, there let him remain with God.”
	1 Corinthians 7:24	


Lessons learned . . . 

1. God knows where you are and placed you where you are.

2. The Lord calls His people in all walks of life to follow Him.


[bookmark: _GoBack]“Conversion is not a signal to leave one’s occupation unless it is plainly incompatible with Christianity. All of life is God’s. We should serve God where we are with all that we have and all for His glory.”
	Leon Morris

3. Changing your circumstances is not the answer to every problem.

The problem is not around us – but within us.


