Why Must Not We Minimize Jesus
Colossians 1:15-20

“You study the Scriptures diligently because you think that in them you have eternal life. These are the very Scriptures that testify about Me.”
	John 5:39

“You search the Scriptures because you think they give you eternal life. But the Scriptures point to Me!”
	(NLT)

“And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, He explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning Himself.”
	Luke 24:27

“If such a red letter Old Testament existed, it would glow in the dark.”  

“It could light up a living room.”
Dietrich Bonhoeffer

“He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through him and for him.  And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together. And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be preeminent. For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross.”
	Colossians 1:15-20

“that in everything He might be preeminent.”

 Why should Jesus have preeminence in your life?

1. Jesus is the visible image of the invisible God – 1:15a

 “Whoever has seen me has seen the Father.” 
	John 14:9

“He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of His nature…”  
	Hebrews 1:3

2. Jesus is the unique uncreated Son of God – 15b

3. Jesus is not a mere man but the creator of all men (and everything else for that matter)  – 1:16 

If everything that was created was created by Jesus, and Jesus was himself created, then Jesus would have had to create himself which is impossible.

So, the fact that Jesus created everything that was created means Jesus is uncreated, which means he is God. 

 “Before Abraham was, I am.”
	John 8:58

For you created everything, and it is for your pleasure that they exist and were created.”
	Revelation 4:11

4. Jesus is the one who holds it all together – 1:17

Remember, there is no crisis in Heaven.
Because Christ in Heaven holds it all together here on earth.

5. Jesus draws us to himself and to God – 1:19

The preeminence of Jesus in 3 areas:

· In your time.

· In your talents.

· In your treasure.

	“first and best” or simply “good enough”	
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