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Isaiah 40:27-31


“The waiting is the hardest part.”
Tom Petty from the album Hard Promises (1981)

The average attention span has shrunk from 12 seconds in the year 2000 
to eight seconds in 2015.

Our attention span is officially shorter than of a goldfish by a full second!
(John Stevens in Decreasing Attention Spans and Your Website, Social Media Strategy)

Waiting is seen as an evil to eliminate instead of as a virtue to cultivate.

If you are a Christ-follower – 
waiting is the opportunity and environment to shine like a star in a crooked generation.

It is the opportunity and environment to see 
your faith grow and your trust in God flourish.


Impatience is all well and good for the unbeliever – 
but the Christian faith, by definition, is one of delayed gratification.

“To whom much is given, of him much is required.”
	Luke 12:48

“making the best use of the time, because the days are evil.”
	Ephesians 5:16


How can we learn to wait on God in a way that leads to transformation and peace?

How can we wait on God in a way that declares I can live on what I know to be true about God when I don’t know what’s true about my own life?


“Why do you say, O Jacob,
    and speak, O Israel,
‘My way is hidden from the LORD,
    and my right is disregarded by my God’?
28 Have you not known? Have you not heard?
The LORD is the everlasting God,
    the Creator of the ends of the earth.
He does not faint or grow weary;
    his understanding is unsearchable.
29 He gives power to the faint,
    and to him who has no might he increases strength.
30 Even youths shall faint and be weary,
    and young men shall fall exhausted;

31 but they who wait for the LORD shall renew their strength;
    they shall mount up with wings like eagles;
they shall run and not be weary;
    they shall walk and not faint.”
Isaiah 40:27-31


Isaiah reminds us . . .

1. Your view of God determines your mindset and behavior in times of waiting and the unknown.

“Have you not known? Have you not heard? The LORD is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth. He does not faint or grow weary; His understanding is unsearchable” (v. 28).

God is . . . everlasting.

God is . . . creator.

God . . . never grows weary.

God is . . . infinitely wise.

2. God is working on our behalf in the midst of the wait.
 
 “He gives power to the faint, and to him who has no might he increases strength” (v. 29).

“strength”
refers to the ability to act in the moment of crisis.
it speaks of endurance in hard times.

“might” 
it speaks of vigor and vitality.
 
“power”
means the ability to do what needs to be done.
it means that you will have whatever you need whenever you need it to do whatever needs to be done.

“Even youths shall faint and be weary, and young men shall fall exhausted” (v. 30)

“But they who wait for the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings like eagles; they shall run and not be weary; they shall walk and not faint” (v. 31). 
 
“wait for the Lord.”
 
We are not waiting for something but we are waiting on someone – the Lord Himself.

Waiting for the Lord is one of the highest expression of our faith.
 

  
“I am totally convinced that God is at work in this situation even though I cannot see it at the moment. Therefore, I will not let this thing overwhelm me because being overwhelmed will not solve the problem anyway. By God’s grace I will do the next thing that needs to be done, trusting that God is at work behind the scenes.”
  
“renew their strength”

God’s got more strength than you’ve got weakness.
 
The Lord of the universe has more strength than you’ve got problems.
 
Strength to soar. 
“mount up with wings like eagles.”
 
Strength to run. 
“run and not be weary.”

Strength to walk. 
“walk and not faint.”
 
Walking is placed last because it is the daily need of every child of God, and in that sense, it is the highest attainment of faith.


While we wait our greatest . . .

1. Need is to look up and see the sufficiency of God.

2. Hope is that we exchange our weakness for His strength.

Why waiting is so hard.
Why waiting is such a common (frequent) experience.
Why we must think deeply (intentionally) while waiting.
Why we must be patient (ouch) in our waiting.
Why waiting is part of our identity as Christians.
Why waiting is something we get to do together.
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