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Insight From The Book of Exodus

Two truths to remember:

1. In times of waiting, God meets our needs in the moment, not before and not after – Exodus 16

“You can’t buy manna in bulk.”
Betsy Howard in Seasons of Waiting: Walking By Faith When Dreams Are Delayed

“In the desert the whole community grumbled against Moses and Aaron. The Israelites said to them, ‘If only we had died by the LORD's hand in Egypt! There we sat around pots of meat and ate all the food we wanted, but you have brought us out into this desert to starve this entire assembly to death.’”
	Exodus 16:1-3

We think our greed’s are really our needs.
We confuse what we want with what we need.

 “I will rain bread from heaven for you.” 
Exodus 16:4

“I have heard the grumbling of the people of Israel. Say to them, ‘At twilight you shall eat meat, and in the morning you shall be filled with bread. Then you shall know that I am the Lord your God.’”  In the evening quail came up and covered the camp, and in the morning dew lay around the camp. And when the dew had gone up, there was on the face of the wilderness a fine, flake-like thing, fine as frost on the ground. When the people of Israel saw it, they said to one another, ‘What is it?’ For they did not know what it was. And Moses said to them, ‘It is the bread that the Lord has given you to eat.’
	Exodus 16:12-15

“And He rained down on them manna to eat
    and gave them the grain of heaven.
Man ate of the bread of the angels;
    He sent them food in abundance.”
	Psalm 78:24-25

“The people are to go out each day and gather enough for that day. In this way I will test them and see whether they will follow my instructions. On the sixth day they are to prepare what they bring in, and that is to be twice as much as they gather on the other days.”
	Exodus 16:4-5

“Morning by morning they gathered it, each as much as he could eat; but when the sun grew hot, it melted.”
	Exodus 16:21

“bred worms and it stank.”
	Exodus 16:20

“But they didn’t listen to Moses. A few of the men kept back some of it until morning. It got wormy and smelled bad.”

“But of course some of them wouldn’t listen, and left it until morning; and when they looked, it was full of maggots and had a terrible odor.”

The Israelites went to bed 14,610 times, waiting for God to provide food the next day.

Buying in bulk gives us a sense of security.

Buying in bulk may give us a sense of security but it keeps us from being sensitive to our need of trusting in Jesus day by day.



God’s work in our lives, at times, 
is based more on a day by day manna mentality rather 
than a more than we need mentality.

Our greatest need in times of waiting is learning to trust God daily – 
not weekly, not monthly, not yearly.

“Give us this day our daily bread.”
	Matthew 6:11

“The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; 
    His mercies never come to an end;
they are new every morning;
    great is Your faithfulness.”
	Lamentations 3:22-23

“Relying on God has to begin all over again every day.” 
	C.S. Lewis

If you have more than what you need in the present – you become self-satisfied and begin to rely on yourself and you stop asking Him for what you need.

What we feel is a disadvantage to us – 
it is really God’s way of getting to us to wait on Him.

God wants us dependent on Him daily not because of His ego but because of the fact that He can take care of us like no one else.

2. Waiting is hard but an unwillingness to wait will produce harder consequences – Exodus 14, 32

“I am weary with my crying out; my throat is parched. My eyes grow dim with waiting.”
Psalm 69:3

Waiting is hard because it involves . . .

· Uncertainty

· Delays

· Disappointment

· Powerlessness

Limitations are by God’s design to regularly remind us 
that we are not God but that we need God.
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“But they soon forgot His works;
they did not wait for His counsel.
But they had a wanton craving in the wilderness and put God to the test in the desert; 
He gave them what they asked, but sent a wasting disease among them.”
Psalm 106:13-14

An unwillingness to wait well can lead to receiving something that is not the best for you in the moment or in the long run.

Instant gratification is a poor substitute 
for waiting on God’s plan and purpose to be fulfilled.

 “Make us gods who shall go up from before us. As for this Moses . . . we do not know what has become of him.”
Exodus 32:1

 “These are your gods, O Israel, that brought you up out of the land of Egypt.”
Exodus 32:4

“rose up to play”
Exodus 32:6

 “Then the LORD sent a plague on the people, because they made the calf . . .”
	Exodus 32:35

A failure to wait can lead to terrible choices,
spiritual decline and even God’s discipline.
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With God’s help I commit myself to wait patiently on the Lord in the following area ___________________________________________________________________.


You need to wait.
You need to trust God.
You need to be still before the Lord.
If it takes longer than you think, continue to wait.
If you don’t understand, continue to wait.
When your heart is filled with fear, continue to wait.
When you are tempted to doubt His plan, 
continue to wait.
When you presume to know better than God, 
continue to wait.
Whatever it costs and whatever it takes, continue to wait.

“But as for me, I will look to the Lord;
I will wait for the God of my salvation;
my God will hear me.”
	Micah 7:7

“O Lord, be gracious to us; we wait for you.
Be our arm every morning.
our salvation in time of trouble.”
	Isaiah 33:2

“Wait for the Lord;
be strong and let your heart take courage;
wait for the Lord!”
	Psalm 27:13-14

image1.jpeg




image2.jpeg




