[bookmark: _GoBack]“If you want to judge how well a person understands Christianity, find out how much he makes of the thought of being God’s child, and having God as His Father. If this is not the thought that prompts and controls his worship and prayers and his whole outlook on life, it means he does not understand Christianity very well at all.”
	J. I. Packer

Good, Good Father 
Matthew 6:9-10

How do view God?

2 key words and 1 key phrase . . .

1. “Our” – speaks of community.

2. “Father” – speaks of family.

God is our Father

“See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of God; and so we are.”
	1 John 3:2

 “It is not a general prayer intended for the masses, but is instead a prayer for the true disciples of Christ, those who have been converted by the saving grace of God.”
	Charles Spurgeon

“It’s not that he has a nice blob of fatherly icing on top. He is a Father, all the way down. He creates as a Father, rules as a Father.”

“God is love.”
	1 John 4:16

“A father is a person who gives life, who begets children. Now, that insight is like a stick of dynamite in all our thoughts about God. For, if before all things, God was eternally a Father, then this God is an inherently outgoing, life-giving God.”

Bad father experiences are one of the primary things 
that keep people from faith in God.

“Nothing destroys someone’s faith in God like a bad relationship with their dad.” 
	Freud

· As our Father – God is the source of all they you have.
· As our Father – God is our parental authority.

“He may send us circumstances that frustrate us. But must not act like spoiled children when this occurs.”
Tom Wells

· As our Father – God is tender, loving and caring. 

“hesed” means lovingkindness and even faithfulness

“Because your lovingkindness (hesed) is better than life.”
	Psalm 63:3

3.  “in heaven” – speaks of authority.

“in heaven” refers to heaven as the center of the universe and the seat of all authority and power and dominion and greatness 

It is precisely because our Father who is in heaven that He has the power to help you.

Our	 		I do not pray alone.
Father			I am not left alone.
In heaven 		I do not struggle alone.


 “The vitality of prayer lies largely in the vision of God that prompts it. Drab thoughts of God make prayer dull.”
	J. I. Packer

