Wanting What God Wants
Matthew 6:10

Misconceptions concerning the will of God . . . 

1. God’s will is like a well-laid out map for the rest of our lives.

The will of God is not a road map – it is a relationship.

“Delight yourself in the Lord and He will give you the desires of your heart.”
Psalm 37:4

2. God’s will is just going to make me miserable.

3. God’s will is just for certain people but not for every person.

4. God’s will can only be known through miraculous events.

5. God’s will, if once missed, can never be found again.

6. God’s will is like a game to God – He always keeps you guessing.


What is meant by God’s will?

The scope of God’s will . . .

1. God’s hidden (secret) will.

“The secret things belong to the LORD our God, but the things that are revealed belong to us and to our children forever, that we may do all the words of this law.”
	Deuteronomy 29:29

“The purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel of his will. “
	Ephesians 1:11

“Lord, strengthen my faith, and may Your will be done.”

2. God’s discerned will.

“Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.”
Romans 12:2
discern – means the ability to judge well – perception in the absence of clarity

“Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.” 
Romans 12:2

“Lord give me discernment; cause me to be wise, and may Your will be done.”

3. God’s revealed will.

“The secret things belong to the LORD our God, but the things that are revealed belong to us and to our children forever, that we may do all the words of this law.” 
Deuteronomy 29:29

God’s will, is . . .

· That you be saved.

“For this good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, who desires that all men be saved and to come to the knowledge of truth.”
1 Timothy 2:3

"The Lord is not slow about His promises as some count slowness, but is patient toward you not willing for any to perish, but for all to come to repentance."
 2 Peter 3:9

· That you be separate.

“For this is the will of God, your sanctification:  that you should abstain from sexual immorality.”
	1 Thessalonians 4:3

· That you continually be saying thank you.

“In everything give thanks, for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.”
	1 Thessalonians 5:18

Many times the will of God has more to do with who you are than where you are.

· That you suffer well.

“But if you suffer for doing good and you endure it, this is commendable before God. To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you should follow in his steps.”
	1 Peter 2:20-21

Same thing said different ways . . .

If you are obeying God’s Word, then you are in God’s will and the other decisions that you make will be God’s will for your life.

When you are God’s revealed will – you have freedom in making other decisions knowing that you are already in God’s will.

When you obey what you know to be God’s will – God will not lead you astray in areas that God’s will is not clear.

If you are being obedient in the known will of God, you can have confidence in working through what is unknown.

“God will not hold us accountable for what He has kept secret, but He will hold us accountable for what He has revealed.”


When you pray “your will be done” you are praying that . . . 

1. You will accept His will.

“Father, if you are willing, remove this cup from me. Nevertheless, not my will, but yours, be done.”
Luke 22:42

2. You are appealing for Him to carry it out His will.

3. You long to see God’s will in heaven be mirrored on earth.


We can know with confidence . . .

1. When you commit to know God personally, God takes personal responsibility to make sure that you do His will.

“Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways submit to Him, and He will make your paths straight.”
[bookmark: _GoBack]Proverbs 3:5-6
2. If you truly want to do God’s will, God will enable you to do His will.

“Faithful is He who calls you, and He also will bring it to pass.”
	1 Thessalonians 5:24

3. If you truly want to do God’s will, it will be impossible for you not to do it.

Young Samuel said, “Speak Lord, for your servant is listening.

David said, “Teach me thy way O Lord.”

Solomon said, “In all thy ways acknowledge him.”

Isaiah said, “Here am I Lord, send me.”

Saul prior to becoming Paul said, “Lord, what do you want me to do?”

4. God always speaks loud enough for a willing ear to hear. 


