“Forgiveness is a beautiful word . . .

until you have someone to forgive.”
C.S. Lewis

Total Forgiveness
Matthew 6:12

“Forgive us our sins, as we have forgiven those who sin against us” (NLT)

Learn forgiveness.
Grant forgiveness.
Receive forgiveness.

Two assumptions . . . 

1. We all need to be forgiven.
	
2. We all need to forgive others.

“If you, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? But with You there is forgiveness.” 
Psalm 130:3-4

“As far as the east is from the west, so far has He removed our transgressions from us.” 
Psalm 103:12

“You have put all my sins behind Your back.” 
Isaiah 38:17

“I – yes, I alone – I’m the one who blots out your sins for my own sake and will never think of them again.” 
Isaiah 43:25

“You will trample our sins under your feet and throw them into the depths of the ocean!”
Micah 7:19

“Everyone who believes in Him receives forgiveness of sins through His name.” 
Acts 10:43

“In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins according to the riches of His grace.” 
Ephesians 1:7

“For He has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son He loves, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.”
	Colossians 1:13-14

Forgiveness means . . .

“to blot out”

“to lift and carry away”

“to release from debt”

“to show grace to one who has sinned greatly”

Word pictures of forgiveness . . .

• "To forgive is to turn the key, open the cell door, and let the prisoner walk free.”

• "To forgive is to write in large letters across a debt, ‘Nothing owed.’”

• "To forgive is to pound the gavel in a courtroom and declare, ‘Not guilty!’”

• "To forgive is to shoot an arrow so high and so far that it can never be found again.”

• "To forgive is to bundle up all the garbage and trash and dispose of it, leaving the house clean and fresh.”

• "To forgive is to lose the moorings of a ship and release it into the open sea.”

• "To forgive is to grant a full pardon to a condemned criminal.”

• "To forgive is to relax a stranglehold on a wrestling opponent.”

• "To forgive is to sandblast a wall of graffiti, leaving it looking like new.”

• "To forgive is to smash a clay pot into a thousand pieces so it can never be pieced together again.”

Grace is a deliberate decision to give something good to someone who does not deserve it.

Forgiveness is letting the other person 
off the hook for what they did.


Forgiveness is not …
Denying the evil that was done.
Excusing sinful behavior.
Pretending it never happened.
Glossing over the pain you suffered.
Removing all consequences for wrong behavior.
Overlooking criminal behavior.
Approving of evil.
Condoning abuse.
Acting as if the sin never happened.
Letting others continually abuse you.
Pretending you weren’t hurt.

“God, please treat me as I treat other people.”

Matthew 6: 12, 14-15 . . .

1. This is not a prayer for salvation.

“There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.” 
Romans 8:1

2. This is a prayer for continued fellowship with God after we are saved.

The point of this prayer is not that condemnation should be removed (it already has been) but that fellowship with God should be restored.

 Final points to ponder . . .

1. Forgiveness is a choice and not a feeling.

2. Forgiveness is both an event and process.

3. It is possible to forgive an offense but not forget the offense.

4. To forgive someone depends entirely on you.

Even if there is no repentance or confession of sin from the other person – 
then you must still forgive them.

 “But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, even when we were dead in our transgression, made us alive together in Christ.”
Ephesians 2:4-5

You know you have forgiven someone when . . .
· no longer think about it day and night.
· no longer have to talk about it all the time.
· no longer feel the need to seek revenge.
· no longer live in bitterness and anger.
· can recall those who hurt you and can wish them well.
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