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Genesis 45:1-15, 50:15-21

Joseph and his brothers . . .

· A special son

· A specific dream

· A sought to kill encounter

· A sovereign God

· An abundance supply and severe famine

· A strategic plan

· A serious lesson in forgiveness


From the text . . .

· A necessary confrontation – 45:1-4 . . .

· A demonstration of grace and forgiveness – 45:5-9 . . .

It was part of God’s plan that Joseph went through what he went through 
because of where he ended up.

It is part of God’s plan that we go through what we go through 
because of where we will end up.

· An offer of provision – 45:10-15 . . . 

· Demonstration of grace and forgiveness part II! – 50:15-21 . . .


True forgiveness . . .

1. Does not deny that you have been hurt.

2. Commits not to retaliate.

It is God’s work to mete our justice 
or mercy to those who do us wrong.

“Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God.”
	Romans 12:19

3. Pursues reconciliation.

Forgiveness is a unilateral action 
that I am to take when I have been hurt.

It is my responsibility to forgive even if the other person 
will not receive it or admit a wrong has taken place.

While forgiveness depends upon me – 
reconciliation depends upon us.

Why reconcile?

· Our witness to the world is harmed if we don’t.

“By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.”
	John 13:35

· It demonstrates the power of the Gospel.

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!  All this is from God, who reconciled us to Himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation:  that God was reconciliation the world to Himself in Christ, not counting men’s sins against them.  And He has committed to us the message of reconciliation.”	 
	2 Corinthians 5:17-19

· It hinders Satan’s plan to divide and isolate us.

While reconciliation between Christians is always preferable, it isn’t always possible.

“If possible, so far as it depends on you, be at peace with all men.”
	Romans 12:155


For reconciliation to take place there must be . . .

· Genuine repentance

“Can two walk together, except they be agreed?”
	Amos 3:3 

· Spiritual rehabilitation

“Let him who steal, steal no longer, but rather let him labor . . . “
	Ephesians 4:28

· Rebuilding of trust

“Brethren, even if a man is caught in any trespass, you who are spiritual, restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness . . .”
	Galatians 6:1


The difference between reconciliation and forgiveness . . .

“It takes one to forgive.
It takes two to be reunited.
Forgiving happens inside the wounded person.
Reunion happens in a relationship between people.
We can forgive a person who never says he is sorry.
We cannot truly be united unless he is honestly sorry.
We can forgive even if we do not trust the person who wronged us once not to wrong us again.
Reunion can happen only if we can trust the person who wronged us once not to wrong us again.
Forgiving has no strings attached.
Reunion has several strings attached.”
	Lewis Smeades in The Art of Forgiving

4. Will keep the sins of those against you secret.

5. Refuses to keep a record of wrongs.

“Love . . . keeps no record of wrongs.”
1 Corinthians 13:5

“keeps no record of wrongs” - to cease to bring them up to ourselves or others – the hurt remains at times but we don’t actively keep on feeding it.

6. Is able to see God’s hand in our heartache.

You sold me here – but God sent me here.

“It was not you who sent me here, but God.”
	Genesis 45:8

“As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good.”
	Genesis 50:20

“God doesn’t cause people to sin against us, but He does allow it, and it is always allowed for a purpose -  for our growth and Christlikeness.”
	Jerry Bridges

