“Whoever has God for his friend, will find Satan to be his enemy.”
Dutch Theologian Herman Witsius

Spiritual Protection
Matthew 6:13

“Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.”
Matthew 6:13

These last three requests give voice to 
the three things every human being needs the most:
provision,
pardon,
and protection.

We have stomachs to be filled, 
sins to be forgiven, 
and there is an evil to be fought.

Temptation defined . . .

1. A temptation can be a trial or testing. 

“Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds.” 
	James 1:2

2. A temptation can be an enticement to sin outside of yourself. 

“Temptation is the devil looking through the keyhole. Sinning is opening the door and inviting him in.”
Billy Sunday
Temptation is not the same as sin.

“Sin is crouching at the door, eager to control you. But you must subdue it and be its master."
	Genesis 4:7

Sin requires forgiveness – temptation requires deliverance.

“the tempter.”
	1 Thessalonians 3:5

“prowls around like a roaring lion seeking whom he may devour.”
	1 Peter 5:3

· Satan appeals to the lust of our flesh.

· Satan tempts us with the desire to be our own gods.

“We are not unaware of his schemes.”
	2 Corinthians 2:11

“do not walk according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit.”
	Romans 8:4

 “Turn my eyes away from worthless things.”
	Psalm 119:37

“God resists the proud and gives grace to the humble.”
	James 4:6

3. A temptation can be an enticement to sin from within yourself.

“Each person is tempted when he is lured and enticed by his own desire.” 
	James 1:14

We cannot and should not pray for a life set apart from all suffering.
We can and should pray for a life set apart from sinning.

When we pray this prayer . . . 

· We are making known our hatred for sin and confessing our weakness to overcome it. 

· We are counting on God to never leave us or forsake us. 

· We are trusting in the power of the Spirit to be our strength and our shield. 

“This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased!”
	Matthew 3:17

You hear a voice from heaven followed by a voice from hell.

New levels of spiritual growth bring 
new devils of spiritual discouragement.

Jeshimon, which literally means, "the devastation."

Satan’s go-to tactic is always to get you to deny or doubt what
 God’s Word says and what it says about you. 
Satan always puts question marks in your life 
where God has put periods.

Three temptations . . .

1. We are tempted to prioritize the gifts of God over God Himself. 

We are tempted to prioritize something good 
that God has given us more than God Himself.

Satan’s primary strategy is to take a good thing—
 a job, or marriage, or companionship, or children,
and to make it so important that it drives all your decisions.

That good thing then dominates your emotions, and controls your behavior 
instead of your obedience to God.

Your unfailing love is better than life itself;
    how I praise you!
 I will praise you as long as I live,
    lifting up my hands to you in prayer.
You satisfy me more than the richest feast.
    I will praise you with songs of joy.
Psalm 63:3-5

Whom have I in heaven but you?
And there is nothing on earth I desire besides you.
My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever. 
Psalm 73:25–26

Just because you find a verse for something doesn’t mean you’re using the Bible right.

2.  We are tempted to allow our circumstances to determine what we believe about God instead of allowing God (His Word) to determine what we believe in the midst of our circumstances. 

If life is good – then God must love us.
If life is bad – then God is displeased with us.

We are tempted to evaluate how God feels about us by our circumstances instead of our convictions based on God’s Word.

“The greatest insult you can give to God, after the cross, would be to doubt His love for you.”  
	John Owen
3. We are tempted to pursue the right thing in the wrong way.

 “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.” 
Matthew 28:18 

In Satan’s mind – integrity is not as important as obtaining the goal.

Three temptations we face:
[bookmark: _GoBack]to prioritize something good more than you do God,
to evaluate how God feels about you by your circumstances,
and to go around God to get something good.

