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From the text . . .

1. A strong man with a strong name – 2:1

NLT – “a mighty man of strength”

ESV – “worthy man”

NKJV – “a man of great wealth”

NIV – “a man of standing”

In the OT – this is known as the Kinsmen Redeemer.

2. A strong woman ends up in a specific field (just so happened) – 2:2-3

· She is a new believer, without money, without family, single, and widowed and she is called “the Moabite.”

· She acts with gusty faith.

· She takes the initiative.

· She has humility combined with hope.

 “Now when you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not reap to the very corners of your field, nor shall you gather the gleanings of your harvest.  Nor shall you glean your vineyard, nor shall you gather the fallen fruit of your vineyard; you shall leave them for the needy and the stranger.”
	Leviticus 19:9-10

From a human perspective – it just so happened.
From God’s perspective – it is purposeful plan being put into action.

“The mind of a man plans his way, but the Lord directs His steps.”
	Proverbs 16:9

We make choices – but God is at work directing those choices.

3. And behold – Boaz!! (a God-saturated man) – 2:4

Boaz’s timing was perfect because God’s timing was perfect.
Mr. Right appeared at the right time.

Boaz is a seriously God-saturated man.

Boaz was not a closet Christian but a contagious Christian.

His literal field of harvest is his spiritual field of ministry.

You don’t have to be in full-time ministry to be in full-time ministry.

4. A new face in the field – 2:5-7, 11-12

5. A conversation and question – 2:8-10

 “But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”
		Romans 5:8

“For Christ also suffered once for sins, the just for the unjust, that He might bring us to God.”
		I Peter 3:18

Final points to ponder:

1. May God raise up a new generation of men who protect women -  who provide for women – who do not prey on women.

2. May God helps us to bring our faith to work every day.

3. May God teach us that faith is never passive – that faith without works is dead.

4. May God direct us to recognize our need for Him.


