A Time to Wait and A Time to Act
Ruth 2:11 – 3:13

Ruth went looking for grain and ended up in Boaz’s field.

 Boaz went to check on his employees and 
ended up checking out Ruth.

All of this was part of God’s plan to get them together.


From the text . . .

1. Words that bless (life and death are in the power of the tongue) – 2:10-13

“Death and life are in the power of the tongue.”
	Proverbs 18:21

“This verse does not encourage us to picture Ruth as an employee of God providing needed labor that He then rewards.  No – the picture is of God as a great winged Eagle and Ruth as a threatened little eaglet coming to find safety under the wings of God.”

“For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is a gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast.  For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good work, which God has prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.”
	Ephesians 2:8-10

God’s grace extends to everyone and every race.

Tamar:  Canaanite woman who posed as a prostitute to seduce Judah
Rahab:  A Gentile prostitute
Ruth:  A Moabite woman
Bathsheba:  an adulteress

Just as there is no sin outside of God’s grace – 
there is no ethnicity that is outside of God’s grace.

“To hate, to discriminate against those who look different, who talk different, who have different national backgrounds, or who act differently from the dominant group, is a universal trait of human nature. I say that there is only one possible solution and that is a vital experience with Christ on the part of all races. In Christ the middle wall of partition is broken down, the Bible says. There is no Jew or Gentile, or black or white or yellow or red.” 
	Billy Graham

[bookmark: _GoBack]“For you are all sons of God through faith in Jesus Christ.  For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.  There is neither Jew, nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.”
	Galatians 3:26-28

Christianity is narrow in how to be saved – in Christ alone.
But Christianity is very broad in who can be saved – 
God’s grace extends to every tribe, tongue and nation.

“Be watchful, stand firm in the faith, act like men, be strong. Let all that you do be done in love.”  1 Corinthians 16:13-14

2. An invitation to his table (first date?) – 2:14-17

3. Naomi is beginning to change – 2:18-20

“kindness” – hesed – a great word in Scripture describing God
 His loyal love – His mercy – His goodness

God may afflict us but He is also always kind to us.

4. The matchmaking begins – 2:21-3:5

A prescriptive passage is a teaching passage that lays out very carefully 
some things we are to do and not to do.

A descriptive passage is a passage of Scripture simply describing an event that took place.

Should a single lady ever chase after a guy?
No – but she can get in his way.

Divine sovereignty and providence
 does not negate human responsibility.

“Hope helps us dream.  When Naomi awakens to the goodness and kindness of God, her hope comes alive, and the overflow is a faith based strategy to find protection and provision for Ruth.  God is at work in the same way and the two do not conflict. So she makes a plan.  

Only hopeful people, hopeful families, and hopeful churches plan and strategize.  

Churches that have no hope develop a maintenance mentality and just go through the motions year end and year out.  

But when the church feels the sovereign kindness of God hovering overhead and moving, hope starts to thrive, and we become active in planning and working alongside God’s providence.”

There is no contradiction between trusting 
the providence of God and the faith actions of His children.

God requires righteous risks that are undergirded by 
His sovereignty, providence, and goodness.

Hebrews 11 - a passage of faith accompanied by righteous
and strategic risks.

By faith . . .
Abel offered
Enoch walked
Noah prepared
Abraham obeyed
Abraham went out
Sarah received
Abraham offered
Isaac blessed
Joseph gave
Moses refused and forsook

Is it really a risk to take a step of faith if God is in control?

In what area of your life do you need to begin to plan and strategize and demonstrate faith as a part of God’s purpose for you?

Where is God leading you and what steps of faith are you taking?

Where is God leading Petsworth and what steps of faith are we taking?

5. A midnight proposal – 3:6-9

 “wing” – covering, blanket, or garment (same word in Ruth 2:12)

Men!
God has created you – ordained you – made you to be the human agency of your wife’s protection and provision.
He has not called you to beat her up but build her up.

Does your wife see you as that type of covering?

Does she find comfort under the shadow of your wings?

6. Boaz is all in – 3:10-11

If you have everything in common but the Lord is not part of it – 
you are going to be in a world of trouble.

If you have nothing in common but the Lord – 
you are going to be in a world of blessing.

7. Happily ever after (not quite) – 3:12-13



