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Ruth 3 – 4

“The book of Ruth was written to give us encouragement and hope that in all the perplexing turns in our lives are going somewhere good.  They do not lead off a cliff.  In all the setbacks of our lives as believers, God is plotting for our joy and our good.”

Ruth 1:  Famine takes place - a move to a foreign land - a husband dies - two sons die leaving a mother and two daughter-in-laws destitute.

Ruth 2:  New hope – Boaz appears on the scene as a possible kinsman redeemer – he doesn’t close the deal - Ruth and Naomi are left hanging - hope but also uncertainty.

Ruth 3:  Naomi and Ruth make a risky midnight move – success Boas is all in – a “however” take place though.

Life is not a straight line leading from one blessing to the next and then finally to heaven . . . life is a winding and troubled road.

God is for us in all these strange turns.

From the text . . .

· Happily ever after . . . not quite – 3:12-13

Naomi and Ruth – would lose everything unless a relative would act as a redeemer to save them and their property.

Boaz does not redeem Ruth out of obligation but out of love.

Jesus loves us not because He is obligated to us but because He is simply loves us.

Boaz is not required to do anything for Ruth.

He does it because he is man of mercy and grace.

Jesus is not required to do anything for us.

He does it because of He is a man of mercy and grace.

“In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sin.”
1 John 4:10

· Stay the night but not for sex – 3:14-15

Ruth and Boaz remind us that purity 
is possible in spite of the temptation.

“The stars are beautiful overhead, it is midnight, he desires her, she desires him, they are alone, she is under her cloak . . . and yet she is a virtuous woman and he a righteous man.  What a man!  What a woman!  I say to you who are unmarried, if the stars are shining in their beauty and the temptation is overwhelming, and you are safe in the privacy of your place, stop for the sake of righteousness.  Let the morning dawn on your purity.”
	John Piper in A Sweet and Bitter Providence

· Naomi is ready to know what went on – 3:16-17
 
· Back to the waiting room – 3:18

The Christian life includes faith based action (righteous risks) but also times of waiting.

The spiritually mature know when to act and when to wait.

These two things do not contradict one another – they complement one another.

Often times after taking a step of faith – God calls then to step back and wait for His plan to further develop.


Timeless truths to treasure . . .

1. The providence of God overcomes the problems of man – 4:1-8

The natural man loves to do what is best for himself.

The spiritual man loves to do what is best for others.

· Oh by the way, one more detail – 4:5

· On second thought – 4:6

· One-sandaled so and so – 4:7-8

2. The Christian life is never lived in isolation – 4:9-12


A tell-tale sign of a believer drifting into sin is 
when they begin to isolate themselves from the body.

· A commitment made – 4:9-10

· A community to witness it – 4:11-12


