little satan - Big Savior
A Cosmic Battle – A Conquering Hero

How did we get here?

What does the cross and what does the resurrection mean to us
 and what does it mean to Satan?

“For you were buried with Christ when you were baptized. And with Him you were raised to new life because you trusted the mighty power of God, who raised Christ from the dead. You were dead because of your sins and because your sinful nature was not yet cut away. Then God made you alive with Christ, for He forgave all our sins. He canceled the record of the charges against us and took it away by nailing it to the cross. (but wait there is more!) In this way, He disarmed the spiritual rulers and authorities. He shamed them publicly by His victory over them on the cross.”  
Colossians 2:12-15

Jesus died and rose again . . . 
1. To deliver us from the bondage of sin.
2. To defeat Satan who brought sin into the world.

[bookmark: _GoBack]To “disarm” someone means to take from them the means by which they might hurt you.

How did Satan come to such a place of power where he needed to be defeated 
and how did we come to such a place that we needed to be delivered?

“In eternity past, there was a world with which you and I are not familiar. It was a world of beauty, a world of harmony, a world in which there was only one will in the universe, and that will is the will and the purpose of God. It was a world that we can scarcely imagine. 

But it was in that world, of all places, that one of God’s creation, one of God’s creatures, decided that he would take a cosmic gamble, which in the end backfired.”
	Erwin Lutzer

“Lucifer” means light bearer or shining one


3 things you need to know about Satan before his fall . . .

1. Satan was a remarkable creation before the creation of man.


“ Moreover, the word of the LORD came to me: ‘Son of man, raise a lamentation over the king of Tyre, and say to him, Thus says the Lord GOD:
You were the signet of perfection, 
    full of wisdom and perfect in beauty.
You were in Eden, the garden of God;
    every precious stone was your covering,
sardius, topaz, and diamond,
    beryl, onyx, and jasper,
sapphire, emerald, and carbuncle;
    and crafted in gold were your settings
    and your engravings. 
On the day that you were created
    they were prepared.
You were an anointed guardian cherub.
    I placed you; you were on the holy mountain of God;
    in the midst of the stones of fire you walked.’”
	Ezekiel 28:12-14

· He is a created spirit.

· He is an angel.

“cherub”- the highest class of angelic being

· He was a guardian of God’s glory.

2. Satan was not content with being God’s masterpiece – he wanted to be the master.

“You were blameless in your ways
    from the day you were created
    till wickedness (unrighteousness) was found in you.”
	Ezekiel 28:15

Why would a perfect being suddenly have unrighteousness erupt from inside of him?

“Your heart was proud
	because of your beauty.”
	Ezekiel 28:17

“The workmanship of your timbrels and pipes was prepared for you on the day you were created.” 
Ezekiel 28:13 (NKJV)

“Evidently he had the responsibility of taking the worship of all of the angels that God had created, and taking that worship and making sure that it got to God. He was to make certain that all the praise and the adoration, of which God was so eminently worthy, would make it to the throne of the Almighty to which it all belonged.”
	Erwin Lutzer

The “I will” statements of Lucifer . . . 

· “I will ascend to heaven.”

·  “I will raise my throne above the stars of God.” 

·  “I will sit on the mount of the assembly.” 

·  “I will make myself like the Most High.” 

What was the chance that Lucifer could take on God and win?
Zero

3. Satan is limited in what he can do.

“omni” means “all”

omnipresent – omniscient – omnipotent

Satan has no control – unless God gives him control.

Satan’s scope is God-determined – he can go so far and no further.
Satan’s sphere is God-defined – he can come so near and no closer.
Satan’s strength is God-dictated – he can do so much and no more.


