From The Fall of Satan to The Fall of Man
Genesis 3
Part 2

[bookmark: _GoBack]“With irresistible power, desire seized mastery over the flesh . . . It makes no difference that it is sexual desire, or ambition, or vanity, or desire for revenge, or love of fame and power, or greed for money, for affirmation of others.  At that point joy in God is extinguished in us and we seek joy in the creature.  At that moment, God is quite unreal to us, he loses all reality and only our desires are real.  The powers of clear discrimination and decision are taken from us.  And it is here that everything within me rises us against the Word of God.”
	Temptation by Dietrich Bonhoeffer

In the dialogue of descent . . .

1. There is the serpent’s question.

“He said to the woman, ‘Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the garden’?” 
	Genesis 3:1
“Did God actually (really) say?”

Genesis 1: The name Elohim (signifying God as creator) is used in every instance to refer to God.

Genesis 2-4:  The name Yahweh-Elohim (combining God’s creator AND Covenant Redeemer names) is used everywhere except in the deadly dialogue of Genesis 3:1-5.

2. There is the serpent’s distortion of God’s Word.

“And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, ‘You may surely eat of every tree of the garden.”
	Genesis 2:16

“Did God really say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the garden.’?”

3. There is Eve making her own revisions of God’s word.

· Eve diminished God’s word by leaving out the word “every.”

“You may surely eat of every tree of the garden.”
	Genesis 2:16

“We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden.”
	Genesis 3:2

· Eve added to God’s word by saying they couldn’t touch the tree.
“neither shall you touch it.”
	Genesis 3:3

· Eve softened God’s word by leaving out the word “surely.”

“surely die”
	Genesis 2:17

“lest you die.”
	Genesis 3:3

4. There is the serpent’s complete contradiction of God’s word.

“But the serpent said to the women, ‘You will not surely die.’”
	Genesis 3:4

“Not – you shall surely die.”

If you don’t believe in God’s judgement, there is no need to turn to Him for salvation.

And if you don’t believe in God’s judgment, 
there is no real deterrent to sin.

5. There is God being cast in an ugly light.

“For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”
	Genesis 3:5

Freedom is not living independent from God 
but living dependent on God.


The decision made by Eve . . .

1. The serpent now departs from our view.

2. Eve’s thoughts are now on display.

 “So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate . . .”
Genesis 3:6a


The Practical Level. 
The fruit was good to eat. 
That’s the lust of the flesh.

The Emotional Level. 
It looked beautiful to her. 
That’s the lust of the eyes.

The Spiritual Level. 
It would make her wise. 
That’s the pride of life.

If you don’t want to get trapped, don’t stop to inspect the fruit.

When we doubt God’s goodness – sin won’t seem so sinful

3. When we fall – we often take others with us.

“and she also gave some to her husband who was with her, and he ate.”
Genesis 3:6b

“And Adam was not the one deceived; it was the woman who was deceived and became a sinner.” 
	1 Timothy 2:14

 “Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man . . .”
	Romans 5:12
  
Men - your wife and your children will always pay the price 
when you fail to exercise spiritual leadership.

4. The end comes quickly.

“Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked. And they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loincloths.”
Genesis 3:7

You can never adequately cover up your own sin.
The fig leaves keep falling off.
And you can never replace them fast enough.


A deliberate time of confrontation . . .

1. There is God seeking and Adam and Eve hiding.

“And they heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the trees of the garden.” 
Genesis 3:8

2. There is God finding.
“But the Lord God called to the man and said to him, ‘Where are you?’ And he said, ‘I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked, and I hid myself.’” 
Genesis 3:9-10

3. There are futile excuses given.
“He said, ‘Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?’ The man said, ‘The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.’ Then the Lord God said to the woman, ‘What is this that you have done?’ The woman said, ‘The serpent deceived me, and I ate.’”
Genesis 3:11-13

What do we blame our sin on?

Circumstances

Disposition

Others (victim mentality)


So what is our hope?

“For the sin of this one man, Adam, caused death to rule over many. But even greater is God’s wonderful grace and his gift of righteousness, for all who receive it will live in triumph over sin and death through this one man, Jesus Christ.”
	Romans 5:17

