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Lessons learned thus far . . .

1. If what we believe makes any difference, then it has to change the way we live.

We live differently because we believe differently.

2. If you can see – then it's not faith.

“We live by faith, not by sight.”
2 Corinthians 5:7

“Faith means believing in advance what will only make sense in reverse.”
Philip Yancey

3. Faith has been badly misunderstood.

4. Faith is not a feeling but a deliberate choice to believe what God has said.

Sometimes faith is belief plus unbelief but acting on the belief part.

5. Faith is often better illustrated than explained.

“Lord, increase our faith.”
Luke 17:5

6. Faith is never meant to be a one-time experience.

7. The same faith that saves us is the faith that sustains us (carried us) from day to day while we are here on earth.

“The righteous (that’s you and I) will live by faith.”
Habakkuk 2:4

“by faith from first to last”
Romans 1:17
8. The Christian life is a life of faith in God.

Thus far from Hebrews 11 . . .

1. Faith in God brings extraordinary hope and sees what others do not see – 11:1-2

The life of faith requires a confidence in a God you cannot see 
and hope in promises you cannot always feel.

2. By faith, we can believe that God can do the impossible – the creation story – 11:3

3. By faith we give the Lord our first and best – not our sloppy leftovers – the Cain and Abel story - 11:4

4. By faith – we can walk with God for a long, long time -the short story of Enoch – 11:5-6, Genesis 5:21-24

“By faith Enoch was taken up so that he should not see death, and he was not found, because God had taken him. Now before he was taken he was commended as having pleased God. And without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would draw near to God must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him.”
	Genesis 5:21-24

“When Enoch had lived 65 years, he became the father of Methuselah. After he became the father of Methuselah, Enoch walked faithfully with God 300 years and had other sons and daughters. Altogether, Enoch lived a total of 365 years. Enoch walked faithfully with God; then he was no more, because God took him away.”
	Genesis 5:21-24

Enoch . . .
· Lived about three and half centuries on earth – (pre-flood)

· Lived godly in a world that had become godless.

Enoch was out of sync with the world but in step with his God.

· Was a prophet who preached an unwelcome message concerning the judgement of God.
“Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied about them: ‘See, the Lord is coming with thousands upon thousands of his holy ones to judge everyone, and to convict all of them of all the ungodly acts they have committed in their ungodliness, and of all the defiant words ungodly sinners have spoken against him.”
Jude 14-16

· Lived and never died.
“he died” or “then he died”

“By faith Enoch was taken from this life, so that he did not experience death; he could not be found, (where did he go!), because God had taken him away.”
	Hebrews 11:5

A life of faith is a life holding on loosely to the things of this world so that you are content to leave this world.

· After the birth of his son – he began to walk with God.

· Walked with God for a long time. (300 years)

Genuine faith . . .
Is daily dependence on God, step by step, that continues over a lifetime.
Is evidenced by perseverance.
Is pleasing to God.
Is not always spectacular or impressive.

Two keys words . . .

1. Walk

· Walking with another person implies a mutual agreement of the soul.

“Do two walk together unless they have agreed to do so?
	Amos 3:3
Enoch was heading in God’s direction.

· Walking together implies going at the same pace.

	Enoch was in step with God.

“keep in step with the Spirit.”
Galatians 5:25

· Walking in the same direction at the same pace produces genuine intimacy and sweet fellowship.

· Walking with God is a daily process of growing more intimate with Him as you share everything in your life with Him and learn more of His ways.

2. Faith

“By faith Enoch was taken from this life, so that he did not experience death: ‘He could not be found, because God had taken him away.’ For before he was taken, he was commended as one who pleased God.”
	Hebrews 11:5

Faith precedes and then produces the walk with God 
that pleases God.

“And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.”
	Hebrews 11:6

Enoch was pleasing to God because he knew what pleased God.

“without faith it is difficult to please God”

“without faith you will have to work extra hard to please God”

“Whatever is not of faith is sin.”
	Romans 14:23

The foundation for Enoch’s faith and our own . . .

1. It is a faith that believes that God is real.

2. It is a faith that believes that God rewards.

“Now the earth was corrupt in God’s sight and was full of violence. God saw how corrupt the earth had become, for all the people on earth had corrupted their ways. So God said to Noah, ‘I am going to put an end to all people, for the earth is filled with violence because of them. I am surely going to destroy both them and the earth.’”
	Genesis 6:11-13

