By Faith
Hebrews 11:8-10

“By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to the place which he would receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going. By faith he dwelt in the land of promise as in a foreign country, dwelling in tents with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise; for he waited for the city which has foundations, whose builder and maker is God.”
	Hebrews 11:8-10

This passage of Scripture will challenge your . . .

· perspective of what it means to really follow the Lord and love the Lord with all your heart, mind, and strength.

· understanding of what benefits and blessings are associated with being obedient to God’s will.

· thinking of what the consequences of living “by faith” looks like.

Living by faith (which means being obedient to God’s will) doesn’t always work out the way we think it will - but there is nothing better than being in God’s will.

Abraham . . .

· One of the most important figures in the entire Old Testament. 

· The first of the patriarchs. 

· The one with whom God made his covenant concerning the land and the people of Israel. 

·  Specifically commended for his faith. 

 “Abram believed the LORD, and [God] credited it to him as righteousness.” 
Genesis 15:6

· His importance continues in the New Testament. 

· In the New Testament he is called “the father of faith” and “the father of all who believe” (Romans 4; Galatians 3). 

· He gets eight verses in Hebrews 11, far more than anyone else in the chapter.

Context concerning Abraham’s call . . .

· He is living 4,000 years ago in a far-off place called Ur of the Chaldees.
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· He is a prosperous, middle-aged man, successful by any human standard. 

Living by faith requires 
following a known God into an unknown earthly future.

“By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he was to receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going.” 
Hebrews 11:8 

Living by faith disrupts your contentment as well as your complacency.

For Abraham - obeying God’s call meant giving up his friends, his career, his traditions, his home, his position, his influence, and his country.


The practical side of walking by faith . . .

1. There is great gain in following God, but there is also great cost. 

“Leave your country, your people and your father’s household and go to the land I will show you.”  
	Genesis 12:1

The tie of place – the tie of culture – the tie of family.
2. What you give up will be so much less compared to what you gain.

“I tell you the truth, no one who has left home or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or fields for me and the gospel will fail to receive a hundred times as much in this present age . . . and in the age to come, eternal life.”
 Mark 10:29-30 

3. You must be willing to give up some things before you gain the better thing.

4. When God calls – we must respond to that calling without knowing all the details.

God does not give us full information when we walk by faith, but He does give us Himself.

5. Walking by faith is exactly that – walking by faith.


Why doesn’t God tell us everything up front? 

· If we had all the information up front, we wouldn’t need any faith, would we? 

When we obey God without all the information, that gives us the opportunity to exercise faith, which brings God glory.

· Some things are on a need-to-know basis. 

· Sometimes we are not ready for full information. 

“I have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear. But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth. He will tell you what is yet to come.”
 John 16:12

Abraham’s faith was a responsive faith.
Abraham’s faith was sacrificial faith.


[bookmark: _GoBack]Reasons people give for not coming to Christ . . .

1. “I’m not ready yet. I have some things I want to do in life first. I can always come to Christ later.”

2. “If I come to Christ, I know I will have to make some changes in my life. I will have to leave some things behind that I am not willing to part with.”

There is a cost for following Christ, 
but there is a far greater cost for not following Christ.

3. “I would come to Christ, but I still have so many questions. Why is there so much pain and suffering in the world? What about people who have never heard about Christ? What about the trinity? I don’t understand how God can be three and one at the same time.”
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