By Faith
Hebrews 11:11-12

“ By faith Sarah herself received power to conceive, even when she was past the age, since she considered Him faithful who had promised.  Therefore from one man, and him as good as dead, were born descendants as many as the stars of heaven and as many as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.”
Hebrews 11:11-12

A crisis of faith.

What they could see with their eyes (no children and Sarah barren) in the present did not line up with what God had promised them in the future.

They chose to believe God’s promise, 
even though it was against all odds.

“because she judged Him faithful who had promised.”
“she believed that God would keep His promise.”
“she believed the One who made a promise would do what He said”

“By faith Sarah herself”

Concerning Sarah . . .

· She was the one who suggested to Abraham that he have a child with Hagar, her handmaid (Genesis 16).

· She laughed when she heard the angelic messengers tell Abraham that she was going to have a child and then she lied about her laughter (Genesis 18:12-15). 

Your faith in God should shine brighter than your doubts, your worries, your uncertainties, your reservations, and your hesitations.

It is an enormous blessing to have a believing spouse.

The spiritual condition of your spouse matters greatly.

Where there is shared faith in Jesus Christ, 
the foundation is laid for a marriage that can last a lifetime and overcome any crisis of faith.




What the faith of Sarah teaches us . . .

1. While the faith of another family member can help you it cannot save you.

“By faith Sarah herself”

Is your faith personal or it is merely “borrowed” from a spouse or a family member or from someone you know who knows the Lord?

Heaven belongs to those who know Jesus, 
not to those who know someone who knows Jesus.

2. When your situation becomes helplessly hopeless – you become a candidate for God’s greatest work.
“even when she was past the age”

Sarah was barren (Genesis 11:30).
Sarah had borne Abraham no children (Genesis 16:1).
Abraham and Sarah were old, advanced in years (Genesis 18:11).
Sarah had passed the age of childbearing (Genesis 18:11).
Sarah was a “worn-out woman” (Genesis 18:12).
Abraham was old (Genesis 18:12).
Sarah was old (Genesis 18:13).
There was no reason for Abraham or Sarah to hope for children (Romans 4:18).
Abraham thought his body was as good as dead (Romans 4:19).
Sarah’s womb was also dead (Romans 4:19).
Sarah was long past childbearing age (Hebrews 11:11).
Abraham was as good as dead (Hebrews 11:12).

3. While the odds may be stacked against you, you can rest assured that God will come through for you.

“By faith Sarah herself received power to conceive”

“Therefore from one man, and him as good as dead”

“The Midianites, the Amalekites and all the other eastern peoples had settled in the valley, thick as locusts.” 
Judges 7:12 

“In order that Israel may not boast against me that her own strength has saved her.” 
Judges 7:2


“since she considered Him faithful who had promised.”

Sarah believed God’s promise because she knew God’s character.

“If God had meant to run back from any promise, he would surely have run back from the promise to give his only begotten Son; but having fulfilled that, what promise is there he will ever break?”

“He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all – how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things?” 
Romans 8:32 

“Is anything too hard for the Lord? At the appointed time I will return to you, according to the time of life, and Sarah shall have a son.”
	Genesis 18:14

“Ah, Lord God! Behold, You have made the heavens and the earth by Your great power and outstretched arm. There is nothing too hard for You.”
	Jeremiah 32:17

4. One of the greatest joys of life – husbands and wives practicing faith together.

 “Therefore, from one man, and him as good as dead, were born descendants as many as the stars of heaven and as many as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore”.

Together they waited for years.
Together they foolishly sought a shortcut.
Together they doubted what God said.
Together they saw their own weakness.
Together they believed God.
Together they had a son.
Together they founded a vast nation.
Together they became examples of faith.
Together they show up in Hebrews 11.

That’s what marriage is—it’s “together.”

A man and a woman,
side by side,
on a journey through life,
sometimes victorious,
sometimes struggling,
sometimes laughing,
sometimes crying,
sometimes disagreeing,
sometimes winning,
sometimes losing,
sometimes talking,
sometimes silent,
sometimes making huge plans,
sometimes scrambling to make ends meet.

“Cultivate inner beauty, the gentle, gracious kind that God delights in. The holy women of old were beautiful before God that way, and were good, loyal wives to their husbands. Sarah, for instance, taking care of Abraham, would address him as “my dear husband.” You’ll be true daughters of Sarah if you do the same, unanxious and unintimidated.”
 	1 Peter 3:4-6 

Praise the wife who stands by her husband.
Who shares his dreams.
Who listens to his stories.
Who laughs at his jokes.
Who believes in him even when he messes up.
Who bites her tongue when he says something dumb.
Who learns with him how to make a home.
Who loves to cook what he loves to eat.
Who waits patiently for his phone call.
Who looks forward to seeing him when he comes home from work.
Who knows how to manage his changing moods.
Who knows what to say to make him smile.
Who looks for ways to encourage him when he wants to quit.
Who prays for him every day.
Who encourages him to stay on his diet.
Who speaks well of him to others.
Who still thinks he is cute and funny after all these years.
Who gets angry sometimes but refuses to give up.
Who puts up with his annoying habits.
Who says, “How are you, Babe?” when he calls on the phone.
Who cries when they watch mushy movies together.
Who knows what he is going to say before he says it.
Who learns to love football.
Who never gives up even when giving up would be easy.

5. You may not live to see the ultimate legacy of living by faith.



