By Faith
Hebrews 11:13-16

“These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them afar off were assured of them, embraced them, and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth.  
For those who say such things declare plainly that they seek a homeland.  
And truly if they called to mind that country which they had come out, they would have had the opportunity to return.
But now they desire a better, that is, a heavenly country.  
Therefore, God is not ashamed to be called their God, for He has prepared a city for them.”  (NKJV)

“All these people died still believing what God had promised them. 
They did not receive what was promised, but they saw it all from a distance and welcomed it. 
They agreed that they were foreigners and nomads here on earth. 
Obviously people who say such things are looking forward to a country they can call their own. 
If they had longed for the country they came from, they could have gone back. 
But they were looking for a better place, a heavenly homeland. 
That is why God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared a city for them.” (NLT)

Living by faith in God affects your daily decisions and affections 
and your future longings and outlook.

“Remember those earlier days after you had received the light, when you endured in a great conflict full of suffering. Sometimes you were publicly exposed to insult and persecution; at other times you stood side by side with those who were so treated. You suffered along with those in prison and joyfully accepted the confiscation of your property, because you knew that you yourselves had better and lasting possessions.”
	Hebrews 10:32-34

When living by faith in God . . .

1. We die by a different standard.

“Our people die well.”
John Wesley

This present life is overrated.

2. We understand that promises given by God are kept by God.

“They did not receive the things promised; they only saw them and welcomed them from a distance.” 

“The primary blessings Christianity offers do not lie in this life but in the life to come.”
	Richard Phillips

“They only saw them and welcomed them from a distance.”

3. We do not fit in and often feel out of place in this world.

“confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth.”

“They admitted that they were aliens and strangers on earth.”

 “confessed” means “to agree or to 
say the same thing as someone else.”

“If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!” 
2 Corinthians 5:17

“If you belonged to the world, it would love you as its own. As it is, you do not belong to the world, but I have chosen you out of the world.”
	John 15:19

“If I find in myself desires which nothing in this world can satisfy, the only logical explanation is that I was made for another world.”
	C.S. Lewis

“Dear friends, I urge you, as foreigners and exiles . . .”
	1 Peter 2:11

4. We cannot (and don’t want to) go back to where we came from.

“For those who say such things declare plainly that they seek a homeland. And truly if they had called to mind that country from which they had come out, they would have had opportunity to return.”

“But now they desire a better, that is, a heavenly country.”

5. We truly desire a different, but oh so delightful, place.

“But now they desire a better, that is, a heavenly country.”

“desire” or “longing” means “to yearn for something” or “to stretch your arm out in order to touch or to grasp.”

“For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.” 
Philippians 1:21 

“The most ordinary moment in heaven will be greater 
than the most perfect moments in this life.”
Randy Alcorn

6. We will be in perfect relationship in a perfect place with God who claims us as His own.

“God is not ashamed to be called their God.”

“There is no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.”  
	 Romans 8:1

“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me. In my Father’s house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am.” 
John 14:1-3

If God where ashamed of us, then He wouldn’t want to hang out with us 
or prepare a place for us.

Final points to ponder . . .

1. Be aware that death is the destiny of us all.
“The statistics on death are very impressive – one out of one dies.”

World Death Rate
Deaths Per Day
172,824
Deaths Per Hour
7,201
Deaths Per Minute
120
Deaths Per Second
2

“Since his days are numbered, the number of his months is with You; You have appointed His limits, so he cannot pass.”
 	Job 14:5
2. Life is short, eternity is long – therefore think often about heaven but make the most of your time here on earth.

“Teach us to number our days and recognize how few they are; help us to spend them as we should.”
	Psalm 90:12

3. Be bold about what you believe in.

“For people who speak”

Faith refuses to be silent.

4. Be on guard against materialism.
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