Announcements


We have been in a series from Hebrews 11, and Pastor John is smack in the middle of Abraham. We are going to take a break from that study because I just have to see how he finishes it. All kidding aside, I want to share with you something God has laid on my heart. I am so thankful for the dedication and hard work of my IMPACT volunteers and also our student leaders. I know many of you have students in IMPACT or grandkids or you have kids that are going to be in there soon. But I also know many of you don’t have that direct connection – but you do have the connection that you love our students and you pray for them. What I don’t want is for there to be a disconnect between our student ministry and the rest of the church. It’s not Petsworth church and then we have IMPACT Student ministry. No, we have IMPACT Student Ministry as a part of Petsworth Church. One thing you can do is come over and visit us on a Wednesday night – but I understand if that terrifies you…you can just read our blurb in the church newsletter. 
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Gospel Centered Student Ministry (& Life)


What the Lord laid on my heart is to share with you my vision, my conviction for a Gospel centered student ministry. Two disclaimers, 1st this church is a Gospel centered church. If not, my family wouldn’t be here. So in one way I am just sharing how I see our student ministry fitting into that. Second, look at that title – this isn’t just about a student ministry. We will look at the passage and these are things we need to do to have a gospel centered life and something every ministry should have.

Let me read our passage. I am reading from the CSB translation this morning and I have it on the screen. There is a specific reason why but we will get to that later on. 
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Philippians 1:27–28a (CSB) 
27 Just one thing: As citizens of heaven, live your life worthy of the gospel of Christ. Then, whether I come and see you or am absent, I will hear about you that you are standing firm in one spirit, in one accord, contending together for the faith of the gospel, 28 not being frightened in any way by your opponents.

This morning we will look at this one sentence from Paul’s letter to the church at Philippi. We will see 3 essentials for a gospel centered ministry and life and two results. 
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Essential 1 - An obsession with the gospel
To live a gospel centered life or lead a gospel centered ministry we have to be obsessed with the gospel of Jesus Christ. Look at the passage again – Paul uses the word gospel in the beginning  and end. In fact, he has already used it 4 times in the letter. He will use it 3 more times not to mention other times he is talking about the gospel without saying the word. Before we go any further, let’s mention briefly what the gospel is. We never want to assume that when we use that word everyone knows what it means. 

The gospel is both simple and complex. It is as simple as probably the most famous verse in the Bible. 
John 3:16 (ESV) 
16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. 

Simply put the gospel is that Jesus came to earth as 100% man and 100% God, he was born of a virgin, he lived a sinless life, he died on the cross for our sins, and raised to life the third day. One day, he is coming back to make all things new. We need to acknowledge our own sin, accept this free gift of salvation and make Jesus the king of our life. It is nothing we do on our own to earn salvation. It is by God’s grace we put our faith in the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ as our only hope of salvation. 

It is also complex in that we could spend the rest of lives studying the gospel and not uncover all there is to know about it. 

If you are here..
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We get another look at Paul’s gospel obsession in
Galatians 6:14 (ESV) 
14 But far be it from me to boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world. 

One important thing – as we have seen Paul uses the word gospel a lot in his letters. But other times, like this verse, he uses cross. He is using it as a synonym of gospel; we could accurately say gospel in a verse like this.
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That word boast – it is one of those Greek words that is difficult to translate into just one English word. It means to boast in, glory in, trust in, rejoice in, revel in, live for… One commentary I read suggested the word obsession and I love that. Far be it for me to be obsessed with anything but the cross of Christ!
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Paul takes it even further, he isn’t just obsessed with the gospel. Look what he wrote to the church in Corinth

1 Corinthians 15:3–4 (ESV) 
3 For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, 
ESV uses first importance, CSB & NLT most important There are many important things in scripture – but only one thing is most important. That is the gospel. 

Has anyone ever been lost? That can mean different things – before GPS we just drove around. One of my grandpa’s used to say you aren’t really lost until you run out of gas. There is also the lost in the woods or wilderness. 

Without the gospel at the center of our hearts and ministries, we are going to get off track and pretty soon find ourselves lost. 

Lost Story

Before we move on, there is a misconception out there that the gospel is only for the lost. Yes, the gospel is the beginning. But for the believer it isn’t just the beginning it is the present and the future. Make no mistake, we are saved once and once saved we are always saved. When we put our faith in Christ we are to use the theological term justified – we are made right with God. We can say we were saved. From then until we die we are growing and becoming like Christ – sanctification I am being saved we say. And one day, when we die we will be glorified, we will be saved. The gospel is not done with us! 

What does it look like practically? From a ministry standpoint, it means making the gospel central to all I do. Maybe some students will think is this guy ever going to stop talking about the gospel – the answer is a resounding no! In fact, if you have a teen and they come home and say Phil isn’t really talking about the gospel anymore – go immediately to Pastor John and say Phil has a problem..

For us as individuals, it means preaching the gospel to ourselves everyday. We need to remind ourselves of the truth of the gospel. Because when we mess up, the gospel reminds us of God’s grace and mercy and that there is no condemnation for those in Christ. When we suffer we are reminded that God loves us so much he sent his son to suffer on our behalf…on and on you can go. 
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Essential 2 - A dedication to sound Biblical doctrine. To be gospel centered we must be dedicated to sound doctrine.
Paul wrote I will hear about you that you are standing firm in one spirit, in one accord, Other translations say one spirit, one mind. The idea here is our spirit, our mind, our soul what makes us who we are. Paul wants us the church to stand together like one person or soul. There are different ways we can do that, but dedication to the teaching of God’s word is key. That is what changes our hearts, our minds. The Bible is the great unifier – its message transcends time, age, race, gender. It’s message binds us together and unifies us.

Doctrine is one of those words that can bring up some different feelings in people. It can sound dry or boring – but it is anything but that. Simply put doctrine is the teaching or instruction of God’s word. Yes, the gospel is the most important and but we must study and teach God’s word that touch every aspect of life. That is all filtered through the gospel. I like to think of it this way – obviously I wear glasses. If I read the Bible without them it will be a dumpster fire! But with my glasses it is clear. If I read the Bible without my gospel glasses on I will get things out of wack, but through the lenses of the Gospel it is clear.
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Paul wrote to Titus
Titus 1:9 (ESV) 
9 He must hold firm to the trustworthy word as taught, so that he may be able to give instruction in sound doctrine and also to rebuke those who contradict it. 

This is one of the two primary passages dealing with the qualifications of pastors/elders.  You could read it this way, Phil must hold firm to the trustworthy word as taught, so that Phil may be able to give instruction in sound doctrine and also rebuke those who contradict it.
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Another similar verse is one our AWANA people know well – it is the theme verse: 
2 Timothy 2:15 (ESV) 
15 Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who has no need to be ashamed, rightly handling the word of truth. 

Certainly, the application to these verses is not limited to Pastors – but it IS a mandate to us. 
As I lead student ministries I am obligated before you and the Lord to teach God’s word in a proper and clear way. 

Of course, all church members should be studying and learning God’s word. Husbands and fathers – you have a mandate from God to lead your family – that is impossible without knowing the Word. Nursery workers, Sunday School teachers, AWANA leaders , mentor group leaders, we all are teaching so we must hold true to sound Gospel doctrine. Furthermore, God’s best plan for all of us is to be like the believers in Berea that checked the scriptures to make sure what was being taught was true.

Biblical doctrine is not just imparting facts – we are not just doing information transfer. I think that is why so many people cringe a bit at the word doctrine. It shouldn’t be just academic. No, true Biblical doctrine shows how what we learn is applied to our lives. How many of us in Sunday School sang “the wise man built his house upon the rock…” The context is Jesus saying the wise person hears his words and puts them into practice. James writes not to deceive ourselves by only learning the Scripture and not putting into practice. 

One of my favorite authors is Francis Schaeffer. If you have never read him he reminds me in some ways of C.S. Lewis. Lewis was a great Christian intellectual of his generation, Schaeffer is kind of the next generation. 
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“we must practice the content, practice the truth we say we believe demonstrating to our own children and to the watching world that we take truth seriously.”

True doctrine filters all information through the gospel. If we just teach the facts about the Old Testament then they are just stories – yes we can glean some moral lessons from them, but they are facts to learn and maybe some commands we need to follow. But, if we see it through Jesus, through the gospel, it changes everything. That is the theme of Hebrews 11 – that is what Pastor John has been showing us. 
The same with the New Testament. 

One other thing Schaefer said we need in the church is  “Honest Answers to Honest Questions.” We sometimes shy away from the difficult questions, why do bad things happen to good people; why do good things happen to bad people; what happens to people in the jungle that never have a chance to hear about Jesus etc. etc. 

We don’t want shy away from the difficult questions and topics. This is essential with our students today. 
Two weeks ago at Impact we talked about the end of Hebrews 11 – one lesson is that faith doesn’t always lead to deliverance. Well, last Wednesday we talked at bit about the Texas floods. Why does God let a flood wipe out a Christian camp? I don’t pretend to have all the answers, but we need to wrestle with it.
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Essential 3 – Participation in gospel community
Paul writes they should be contending together for the faith of the gospel
The Christian life is not meant to be lived alone – in fact it cannot be lived alone. 
Our verse says contending together, the ESV and NKJV say striving together. That word in Greek is soon-ath-leh'-o (synathleō). Can you hear it or see it? That is the root Greek word we get athlete and athletic. That gives us a symbol, a context to understand what Paul is talking about. On a team everyone does their part but the benefit is the whole. We all have our favorite sports, but Paul isn’t talking about a football or baseball team. Probably, the best thing to think about is a team of gladiators fighting it out in the arena. That is a great symbol of the local church. 
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Other places Paul uses the symbol of a body.
Romans 12:5 (ESV) 
5 so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another. 

That is why community is so important! We need each other. We all need to learn from each other. We need our older saints to teach us. We need more mature believers to mentor us. We also need younger believers to help us learn. I am going to brag on my youth leaders one more time. I am so blessed to have a group of mature, growing believers to come along side our students. But we all have things to learn from our students.

So when we are playing 9 square & Family Feud, or silent telephone & trainwreck there is a reason. When we go to Lake Anna with kids that have served this summer there is a purpose. Yes, we are going to have fun. Christians should have a monopoly on having true fun. But it really gives us a chance to do life together, to learn from each other. 

How does Jesus say people will recognize that we know him? By our love! Paul in many of his letters including here is dealing with issues of divisions in the church and he is urging unity. We are told in scripture to love each other as family, bear each other’s burdens, pray for each other, forgive each other, work together for the gospel, exhort & correct each other…this is all done in the context of community. 

Practically – join a community. Lot’s of opportunities here for everyone.

Before we move on – let’s talk about the balance of these last two things. It is important that our lives and ministries have a balance of gospel doctrine and community. This isn’t a university and it isn’t a country club! Look at this formula with me – this isn’t unique to me but it is very helpful.
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Gospel doctrine – gospel culture = hypocrisy/pride
Gospel culture – gospel doctrine = weakness/ineffectiveness 
Gospel doctrine + gospel culture = power/effectiveness
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Result 1 – a wartime mentality
not being frightened in any way by your opponents.
We just saw that Paul used an athletic undertone, now he switches to a military undertone. If you read Paul’s writings those are his two favorite metaphors for the Christian life – an athlete and a soldier. That word frightened is only used here in the New testament – outside the bible it is used for example of a horse frightened in battle. You can see probably why I said for the athletics think more gladiators.

Combine a gladiator not being frightened with having an opponent. The reality is we are at war. 
Have you ever felt opposed? Have you ever felt like you have to fight for your joy? Have you ever felt resentment towards your spouse for no good reason?
We have an enemy that hates us, he hates the gospel, he hates the church, he hates this church. He hates families. He is by his nature a murderer and a liar. He is actively opposing us. The enemy is actively opposing Petsworth church. He is actively seeking to attack your pastors your deacons, our families our students. Pray for our Pastor and Tracy – they are on a much needed break and I promise you the enemy is opposed to them getting rest!
But we don’t have to be afraid – we don’t have to be frightened in any way Paul says.

Not frightened? – remember this is written to believers in Philippi that is where Paul and Silas were singing in prison after getting the ever living snot beat of them. That was just one of many times. What is the most common command in the Bible? Don’t be afraid. 
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But we also can’t live in ignorance. Peter warns us.

1 Peter 5:8 (ESV) 
8 Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. 

Listen to what author John Eldredge wrote. 

“To live in ignorance of spiritual warfare is the most naive and dangerous thing a person can do. It's like skipping through the worst part of town late at night waving your wallet above your head. It's like walking into an al Qaeda training camp wearing an I love the United states T-shirt. It's like swimming with great white sharks dressed as a wounded sea lion and smeared with blood. And let me tell you something you don't escape spiritual warfare simply because you choose not to believe it exists or because you refuse to fight it.”

If you stayed after last week for the lunch with the Whites, you heard a bit about spiritual warfare. Now, it doesn’t always look the same here. But sadly, the western church has the mentality of oh well that happens in Africa and maybe South America but not here. It is here! Just read the news. Sometimes the attacks are subtle – why be open if people here don’t even think it is real. But it’s real, just as real as Africa or South America.

There is another trend in the West where we kind of joke about it and explain away everything bad to the devil – oh I had a flat tire on the way to church the devil is attacking. Yes, maybe so, or maybe you have some bald, maypop tires that needed to be replaced anyway. 

If our ministries and our lives are gospel centered, we will realize we are at war, we will teach & learn what the Bible says about it, and we will live like the war is real.
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Result 2 – kingdom citizen living
Let’s circle back to the beginning of our passage. As citizens of heaven, live your life worthy of the gospel of Christ

This is why I used the CSB this morning. A lot of translations use something like “let your manner of life be worthy” and that IS what it means.Slide But, in the Greek there is a connotation in the word use. That phrase live life worthy is the Greek word poly too omai (politeuomai) we get the word politics, political from it. That word use was extremely important in Philippi. Philippi is in Greece, it was about a 5 hour drive south of where we lived in Bulgaria. But, the people there were Roman citizens. Under Caesar Augustus it was a Roman city established by Roman soldiers that were veterans. This meant it was considered being in Rome, but it was a long way from Rome– just like if you have ever been to an American Embassy in another country. When Paul was there he was able to claim his Roman Citizenship. So Paul is appealing to their sense of citizenship to say your true citizenship is in heaven – live like it. 
Pastor John talked about this last week – we live differently because our ultimate citizenship is heaven. 

We don’t act a certain way to gain citizenship, we act a certain way because we are a citizen. We don’t act a certain way to gain God’s favor, we have God’s favor because of the Gospel so we act a certain way. A nature result of a gospel centered life is becoming more like Christ.

Prague Story

From a Student Ministry stand point – we want our students to learn what it means to live like good citizens worthy of the gospel. But this isn’t just about behavior modification. Yes, we have rules and they need to be followed but our concern is the heart. If all we say is here are the rules and characteristics of being a Christian now go do them, one we are setting them up for failure and two we are just producing moralists. But if we focus on the gospel, and teach what the Bible says and how to live it out, and we have good community – the natural result is living like Christ. 

Conclusion There is a word, an important word, that I haven’t used yet. That is discipleship. Really, all that we have seen is discipleship. The great commission Jesus calls us to go and make disciples of the nations, baptizing them and teaching them all the things Jesus taught. So a Gospel centered Student Ministry (& don’t forget a Gospel centered life) is centered on making disciples. The two can’t be separated.

What are some things to think about for home. I am convinced, because I have seen it many times in my own life, one of the places the enemy is most active is between the time we walk out that door after church on Sunday morning to the time we get home…
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Questions for reflection
· Am I living like a Citizen Soldier of the Kingdom?
Great book called Citizen Soldiers about the men that fought in Europe during WW2. I love that term – we need to live like citizens because of the gospel and we need to live like soldiers because of our calling
· How is my balance of gospel doctrine and gospel community? The cool thing is you can join a Sunday school class or a Bible study and get both!
· Am I living a gospel centered life?

We have taken a high level view at each one of these topics today – each one could be a whole series of sermons. Maybe one of these is new or different for you. If you are thinking this whole concept of a gospel centered life is new – come see me I have some great books in my study about that. Maybe you want to learn more about basic doctrines or spiritual warfare, come talk to me and I have some great books in my study…you noticing the pattern?
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Let me leave you with a quote from theologian Dallas Willard – “The gospel of Jesus directly repudiates all false information about God and, in addition, about the meaning of human life.” 

This is why we must be gospel focused!
