By Faith
Hebrews 11:17-19
Genesis 22:1-14

Unquestioned Obedience

From the text to our lives . . .

1. God tests our faith in Him to prove our loyalty, trust, and allegiance to Him – 22:1

“By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received the promises offered up his only begotten son.”  (NKJV)

“It was by faith that Abraham offered Isaac as a sacrifice when God was testing him. Abraham, who had received God’s promises, was ready to sacrifice his only son, Isaac,” (NLT)

“test” means “to examine”

“But He knows the way that I take; when He has tested me, I shall come forth as gold.”
	Job 23:10

2. God’s testing of our faith is always deeply personal – 22:2

“Then God said, ‘Take your son, your only son, Isaac, whom you love, and go to the region of Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains I will tell you about.’”
	Genesis 22:1-2

“Remember how the Lord your God led you all the way in the wilderness these forty years, to humble and test you in order to know what was in your heart, whether or not you would keep his commands.”
	Deuteronomy 8:2

“These have come so that your faith – of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire – may be proved genuine and may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed.” 
1 Peter 1:7

3. God’s will is that our will will respond in obedience – 22:3-4

4. God’s testing of our faith may seem like a contradiction of God’s plan and purpose - at the moment.

“In Isaac your seed shall be called”

 “Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding.” 
Proverbs 3:5 

“’For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,’ declares the LORD.  ‘As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.’” 
Isaiah 55:8-9
 
5. Our obedience during the test must be accompanied by worship – 22:5

6. The ultimate faith statement – “God will provide!” – 22:6-8

7. Faith in God will take you to the edge of the unknown – 22:9-12

8. The end of the faith experience is personally experiencing the provision of God – 22:13-19

“By faith Abraham . . . offered up Isaac . . . concluding that God was able to raise him up, even from the dead, from which he also received him in a figurative sense.” (NKJV)

“Abraham reasoned that God could raise the dead, and figuratively speaking, he did receive Isaac back from death.”  (NIV)

“Stay here with the donkey while I and the boy go over there. We will worship and then we will come back to you.” 
Genesis 22:5

“Where is the lamb for the burnt offering?” 
Genesis 22:7
 
 “God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt offering, my son.”
	Genesis 22:8

In times of testing situation need to apply what we know about God with what we may not know in the present situation.

Final points to ponder . . .

1. On Mount Moriah we see what a man would do for the love of God – on the cross we see what God would do for the love of man.

2. Any possession or relationship that hinders you from doing God’s will is an idol.


“You have not withheld from me your son, your only son.” 
	Genesis 22:12

“I have learned that I must hold everything loosely, because when I grip it tightly, it hurts when the Father pries my fingers loose and takes it from me.”
	Corrie Ten Boom



