From Prostitute to a Precious Woman of Faith
Hebrews 11:31
Joshua 2

Rahab was a prostitute!

“a prostitute named Rahab” – Joshua 2:1
“Rahab the prostitute” – Joshua 6:17, 6:25
“the prostitute Rahab” – Hebrews 11:31
“Rahab the prostitute” – James 2:25

· We know that . . .
she lived in Jericho near the city wall. 
she was evidently well-known to the men (well duh!) of the city because the two spies had no trouble finding her house.
the king of Jericho knew who she was and where she lived.
 
· We don’t know . . .
how she became a prostitute.
her family background.
[bookmark: _GoBack]her religion.
if she was hungering for a better life when the two spies came to her home.
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When faith is involved . . .

1. Your beginning does not determine your ending.

3 barriers facing Rahab:

· She was a woman in a world in which women were often mistreated, devalued and taken for granted. 

· She was a prostitute. 

· She was a Gentile, a foreigner, raised in a pagan religion. 

Yet by faith she was accepted by God.

“Now then, please swear to me by the LORD that you will show kindness to my family, because I have shown kindness to you. Give me a sure sign that you will spare the lives of my father and mother, my brothers and sisters, and all who belong to them, and that you will save us from death.” 
Joshua 2:12-13

2. Your present circumstances are nothing compared to God’s promises and His ability to deliver.
It is never enough merely to hear the truth. 
	
3. There is a clear break from who you once were and where you were once going.

To claim to live by faith and then stay the same is evidence that your faith is superficial.


Two final points to ponder . . .

1. No one is beyond God’s grace – salvation is for the worst of sinners.

“I would rather be Rahab the harlot on my way to heaven than to be Sally the Sunday School teacher on my way to hell.”

2. Salvation is through the blood of Christ alone.

3. It’s not the amount of faith that matters . . . it’s the object of faith. 

“What matters is not the size of a person’s faith, but its object. What secures us in our trials is not the magnitude of our faith, but the power of the one in whom we have placed it. The smallest bit of faith in God is worth infinitely more than the greatest bit of faith in ourselves, or the strongest measure of faith in faith itself. Faith counts for nothing unless its object is Jesus Christ.”
	Tim Challies 

“Salmon the father of Boaz, whose mother was Rahab,
Boaz the father of Obed, whose mother was Ruth,
Obed the father of Jesse,
and Jesse the father of King David.”
Matthew 1:5-6


